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One Body and one Spirit: as you are called in one hope of your vo- 
cation. One Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm. Eb. iv. 4. 5. E 

Take heed to yourſelves, and to all the flock, over which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath placed you Biſhops, to rule the Church of God which he hath 
purchaſed with his own blood. As xx. 28. 

Render to Cæſar the things that are Cæſar 8, and to God the things 
that are God's. Matth. xxii. 21. 

As the Father hath ſent me, I alſo ſend you. Fobn xx. 21. 

And how can they preach unleſs they be ſent. - Rom. x. 15. 

Crucifying again to themſelves the Son of God, and making a 


mockery of him, Heb. vi. 6. 


The fool ſaid in his heart: There is no God, Pſa. lit. 1. 


The Church is the gate of life. 
8. Irenæus lib. i. de Har, cap. 3. 


He cannot have God for his Father, who has not the church for his 
_ Mother If any one could eſcape who was out of the Ark of Noah, 


chen he who is out of the church may _ eſcape. 
* Epiſt. 62. alias 3. 
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JOHN THOMAS TROY, D. D. &. 


TO THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CLERGY AND LAITY 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESS OF DUBLIN, WISIIES 


HEALTH AND BLESSING IN OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST. 


E think it neceſſary, deareſt Brethren, to 

inſtruct you on a ſubject, which the cir- 
cumſtances of our times render peculiarly impor- 
tant. The name of liberty is reſounded by all 
deſcriptions of people, whilſt the nature and ſig- 
nification of that facinating word, are not in ge- 
neral underſtood, nor juſtly regarded. 


The deſire of liberty is implanted in the hu- 
man breaſt, and when directed by found reaſon, 
and regulated by wholeſome laws, is the fruitful 
and perennial ſource of moſt exalted virtues. The 
genius of ſervitude is hoſtile to virtue, and pro- 
duces more vices than ſlaves. 


The religion of Jesus CHRIST, from the ſupe- 
rior excellence of its motives, exalts human na- 
ture, while it renders us the ſervants of all, by. 
the ſublime duties of charity and obedience: Hence 


B | St. Paul 


| Se Hh | 
St. Paul (a) declares, that the Goſpel is a law of 
liberty. 


But liberty, from the corruption of human na- 
ture—impatient of reſtraint, often degenerates 
into licentiouſneſs, and then becomes the fatal 
cauſe of innumerable calamities : The ties which 
unite and bind together the different orders of 
ſociety are looſened, the ſovereign power which 
ſhould be reſpected under every mode of legal 
government, is ſhaken and frequently deſtroyed ; 
religion periſhes or relaxes; and every thing 
being miſplaced, all order is loſt in anarchy and 
confuſion, 'The people deceived by the 1 
and deluſive attractions of an apparent Liberty, 
inadvertently plunge into the moſt horrid exceſſes, 
and finiſn their violent purſuits by eſtabliſhing a 
moſt hateful deſpotiſm, planned by the very per- 
ſons who began the tragedy by proclaiming them- 

ſelves the avengers of tyrann y. 


Human nature 1s invariably the ſame. Men 
have ever been the ſport of their paſſions, and the 
tools of deſigning perſons who flatter them. The 
hiſtory of all ages to our own times, furniſhes too 
many examples of intriguing adventurers, im- 
poſing on the credulity of an ignorant or unſuſ- 
petting multitude, and alienating them from 
their duty to the ſtate, by ſpecious and flattering 
ſyſtems of independence. 


Theofies on government may amuſe the ſpe- 
culative reaſoner in his cloſet, When confined 
within the precincts of his library they are harm- 
leſs; but experience fully. evinces the direful 


{a) Gal. ch. iv. v. 31. Ibid. ch. v. 13. alibi. | 
3 confuſion 


40 


confuſion occaſioned by an attempt to reduce 
them to practice. 


The moſt effectual method of guarding you, 
deareſt Brethren, againſt this faionable and 
dangerous ſeduction, is, to impreſs on your minds 
a reverence for thoſe fundamental laws, which 
have eſtabliſhed a ſovereign and controling power 
over you, and to reſpect them as the inſtruments 
of a beneficent Providence, which, foreſeeing the 
weakneſs and wants of man, has prevented the 
diſorders of anarchy by the appointment of rulers 
to govern, to defend, and protect mankind in re- 
ligious and civil concerns: Inſtead of reviling, 
you ſhould cheriſh that ſovereign power eſtablith 
ed in every civiliſed nation to promote your ſo- 
cial happineſs. The ſovereigns and adminiſtra- 
tors of ſupreme power, ſhould hkewiſe reſpect 
the authority placed- in them by God; and ſeti- 
ouſly conſider, that being miniſters of his provi- 
dence, they ought to be the images of his wil- 
dom and goodneſs. Liberty then does not con- 
fiſt in the unreſtrained freedom of acting as we 
pleaſe, but in that ſubordination to laws, which 
forbid us to do evil, and oblige us to contribute 
to the general intereſt of the community. 


A liberty to act capriciouſly and as we pleaſe on 
all occaſions, is abſurd ; and contrary to what we 
owe to Almighty. God, who requires the ſacrifice 
of our inclinations and will: It is contrary to 
what we owe to juſtice; becauſe by always fol- 
lowing the impulſe of our paſſions, we would ne- 
ceſſarily violate the rights of others as often as 
they obſtruct our ſelfiſh views: Our avarice would 
deprive our neighbour of his property ; our am- 
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bition and deſire of domination would leſſen, it 
not deſtroy his liberty. It would be likewiſe con- 
trary to public order, and the peace of ſociety; 
becauſe by relaxing the ties which preſerve fub- 
ordination, the ſupreme authority in the ſtate 
muſt vaniſh, and the means of maintaining pub- 
lic ſafety, and promoting the advantage of indi- 
viduals, would be deſtroyed. Finally, that li- 
berty is contrary to true virtue, and to the hap- 
pineſs which we all deſire, as they cannot exiſt 
without ſubjection to law. By deſtroying autho- 
rity grounded on the duties of ſubordination and 
obedience, we could not be governed by law; 
which cannot operate but by authority ; and then 
we would be overwhelmed by the misfortunes of 
anarchy, and ſubjected to the dominion of force 
arid violence. —The hand of the ſtrong would 
give law to the weak. f 


True liberty holds a middle place between that 
independence which admits no reſtraint, and 
the condition of a ſlave who acknowledges the 
ſole will of a deſpot as law and government. 
EFceleſiaſtical and civil laws eſtabliſh regulations 
to ſecure our repoſe, and rational liberty in 
church and ſtate. Hence, we are to conclude, 
that people enjoy freedom, in proportion as 
the conſtitution under which they live, is cal- 
culated to promote public happineſs, to enforce 
juſtice and ſocial order, and to permit every 
liberty compatible with the attainment and ſe- 
cure enjoyment of theſe invaluable objects. 
The law of JEsus Cnrisr reſtrains the incli- 
fiations of man more than any other; never- 
theleſs, it renders us more free in reality, by 
reſcuing us from the tyranny of our . 
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the moſt cruel king of ſlavery; in order to ſub- 
ject our will to the order of juſtice. (6) 


Society implies different claſſes and orders of 
men, neceſſarily ſubordinate and 'dependant. 
Were we all equally at liberty to interpret 
the law of nature, every one would become 
the ſole arbiter of his duties, and be at perfect 
liberty to violate them. No ſuperior and reſtrain- 
ing authority would be acknowledged. Property 
would be inſecure. There would be no peace; 


becauſe there would be no means of terminating 


diſputes: No rampart or effeQtual oppoſition to 
outrage. Every paſſion would triumph in pro- 
portion to its violence : The property, the liber- 
ty, the honor, and even the lite of each indivi- 
dual, would be at the mercy of all. The ſtrong 
man, after oppreſſing his feeble neighbour, would, 
in his turn, become the prey of another ſtronger 
than himſelf, Jealouſy, luſt, pride, arrogance, 
ambition, and reſentment would arm men againſt 
each other. The diverſity of genius, of views and 


deſigns of intereſts, would be alone ſufficient to 


ſow diſcord amongſt them : Confuſion would be 
increaſed by their numbers ; their ſtrength and 
inclinations being divided, could not unite to pro- 
mote the public advantage, becauſe the authority 
capable of reſtraining them would be deſtroyed. 
Every compact, every bargain, would be as in- 
effectual as the laws to preſerve order and juſtice; 
without a coercive power deriving from authority, 
ſufficient to enforce their obſervance. A levite 
publicly inſulted his nation/and the Deity by ,in- 
troducing an idolatrous worſhip. The ſcripture 

aſſigns 


(hb) 8. Paul. Rom. Ch. vi. v. 16. 18. 26 & ſeq. 
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aſſigns as à reaſon, that there was not in them 
days any authority, any king in Iſrael; and that 
every one did as he thought proper. (c) 


Every ſovereignty and government being eſta- 
bliſhed on the duty of obedience, neither can 
poſſibly exiſt without it; nor can there be any 
duty of obedience where there is no law, nor any 
law without religion of ſome kind ; that is, with- 


out the worſhip of a ſupreme being preſiding and 


watching over tbe intereſts of mankind, and 
eommanding us to preferve and reſpect public 
order. The obligation to obey the civil laws and 
ſovereign power, ſuppoſes a primary law of order 
and juſtice which conſtitutes a part of the wor- 
ſhip we owe to the Deity : Without that primary 
* perſonal intereſt would be the only rule of 
action, and force alone could procure dominion; 
but neither perſonal intereſt nor force can eſta- 


bliſh right or juſtice. If there be no rewards or 


puniſhments in a future ſtate, the moſt powerful 
motive which can influence the moral conduct of 
man is deſtroyed, if a ſovereign prince, or other ſu- 
preme executive power of any itate, ſhould in the 
meridian of proſperity, conſider their reſpective au- 
thority and dominion fo firmly eſtabliſhed as to be 
permanent and unchangeable, without apprehen- 
ſion from the oppoſition of their ſubject s; nothing 
can effectually moderate the exerciſe of that autho- 
rity and dominion, but religion ; which teaches ſo- 
vereigns to expect an inveſtigation of the conduct 
of every man hereafter. If princes, and other 
adminiſtrators of ſovereign power, ſhould in a 
momefit of conqueſt and triumph, conſider it 
more conducive to their happineſs to ſacrifice the 
deareſt rights and the peace of ſubjects to their 
own. ambition or caprice, the government muſt 


(c) Jud. xvii. 6. 
| become 
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become tyrannical, without religion; becauſe 
nothing elſe can alarm their conſcience, or make 
them fully ſenſible of what they owe to the Su- 
preme Being, to their ſubjects, and to themſelves. 
The caſe is ſimilar with reſpect to a ſubject. If 


he ſhould from his eloquence, connexions, riches, 


influence, intrigue, or other means, procure 
ſuperiority over the people, and become their 
leader, and at the ſame time flatter himſelf that 
crimes are unpuniſhed in the next life; he will 
not ſcruple to perpetrate the moſt atrocious in the 
catalogue of fins, to accompliſh his ends, and to 
arrive at the fummit of his ambition. He will 
conſider treaſon and revolt as harmleſs and necef- 
fary; and finally overturn the conſtitution and 
government of his country, to become a deſpot. 
All legal government mult be neceſſarily diſſolv- 
ed, when the dictates of religion and conſcience 
are ſtifled. They alone can eftabliſh the 


thrones of kings, and the authority of any ſove- 


reign power; by the happy correſpondence of 
juſtice and obedience, of paternal ſolicitude and 
reſpect, which they inſpire and enforce, between 
rulers of every denomination, and their ſub- 
„ 


The Pagans were ſenſible of this truth, (d) al- 
though the darkneſs of ſuperſtition had obſcured 
9 db 


(4) Omnia namque poſt religionem ponenda ſemper noſtra 


civitas duxit, etiam in g ſumma majeſtatis conlpici 
decus voluit. Val. Max. lib. I. Cap. I. de Relig.—-Sit hoc 


a principio perſuaſum civibus, dominos eſſe omnium rerum 


ac moderatores deos ; eaque quæ geruntur, eorum geri Ju- 


dicio ac numine ; eoſdemque optimè de genere hominum 
mereri, & qualis quiſque ft, quid agat, quid in fe admit- 
| tat, 


3 

the notions they formed of a Supreme Being, 
they acknowledged gods who preſided over the 
government of nations, who preſcribed juſtice 
to kings and rulers, and ſubmiſſion to ſubjects; 
who puniſhed crimes and rewarded virtue. "Thoſe 
Pagans conſidered the homage and honor ren- 
dered to the Deity as the firſt of all laws. Their 
legiſlators affirmed, that they received the laws 
propoſed by them, from the gods; in order to 
render them more reſpected, and to give them a 
ſtability not to be expected from the efforts of 
man. The religion of Pagans diffuſed but a 
glimmering light on the maxims of government. 
True religion alone, can ſufficiently enlighten 
mankind. Tis only from the ſpirit and princi- 
ples of chriſtianity, that ſovereigns and ſubjects 
can extract the ſalutary truths and regulations, 
which fix the power of the former, and proſperity 
of the latter; by teaching kings and rulers to 
love their ſubjects, and to govern them as their 
children; and exhorting ſubjects to obey, re- 
ſpect, and love them as the miniſters of the Deity, 
and fathers of the country. g. 


From theſe general obſervations on the nature 
of liberty which have been illuſtrated by the moſt 
celebrated writers of ancient and modern times, 
of different countries and religions, (e) on law 

bs 71 er 
tat, qua mente & qua pietate religiones colat intuert, pio- 
rum & impiorum habere rationem. Cit. de Legib. Lib. 2. 
Pag. 351. Edit. 1659. Prima in omni republica bene con- 
ſtituta, eura eſt de e 11s non autem de falſa vel fa- 
buloſa ſtabilienda, in qua ſummus magiſtratus a teneris in- 
ſtruatur. Plato de repub, Lib. 29. PEI I 


(e) Ariſtotle. Plato. Cicero. Demoſthenes paſſim: The 
holy fathers generally. Juſtinian and imperial 1 8. 
| | E omas 


at 
4 
p 


| | 


1 


and government; it muſt be concluded, that 
ſociety cannot exiſt without ſavercizn legiilative, 


executive and controlling powers, lodged in one 


or more, according to the reſpective lorms of go- 
yernment adopted and eſtabliſhed in diflerent 
States. By the conſtitution of this kingdom, the 
ſovereign legiſlative power reſides in the king, 
lords and commons in parliament united; the Su- 
preme executive authority is entruſted to his ma- 
jeſty, who appoints judges and magiſtrates to ex- 
pound and enforce ſtatutes and common law. He 
is the fountain of honors and appoints all officers 
in the realm, either by himſelf immediately, or 
by his repreſentatives in the government. Theſe 
legiſlative and executive powers are to be re- 
ſpected in every ſtate, as deriving from God him- 
ſelf, the fountain of order and juſtice. (7 


This general doctrine is applicable to the fove- 
reign power in every ſtate whether regal, ariſto- 
cratical, democratical, or mixed; even when 


exerciſed by ungodly or perſecuting rulers. The 


Thomas paſſim, and particularly in opuſe. de regimine 
principis. King Alfred's laws. Grotius, Puffendorff, Sua- 
rez de Legib. Boſſuet paſſim, Monteſquieu eſprit des loix 
—Domat. Droit public Lib. i. Blackſtone commenr. & alii 
plurimi. De V autorith des deux puiſſances a Straſbourgh 
1788. Tom. 1. „ W 


J By me kings reign, and lawgivers decree juſt things. 


By me princes rule, and the mighty decree juſtice. Prov. 
viii. 15 and 16.-—Let eyery ſoul be ſubject to higher powers : 
For there is no power but from God: And thoſe that are, 
are ordained of God. And they that reſiſt, purchaſe to 
themſelves damnation. Wherefore be ſubject of neceſlity, 
not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience fake. Rom. 
Xiil. 1. 2. 5. See ibid. vi. 16. 18. 20.—Puff. de jure 
nat. & Gent. Lib. 7. Cap. 3.—-Domat loco cit. Grotius de 
jure belli & pacis. Lib. I. Cap. 3, 


Jews 
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jews when conferring the ſovereign power on 
Simon Machabeus reſolved expreſsly, “ That it 
* thould not be lawful for any of the people, or 
* of the prieſts, to annul any of theſe things, or 
* to gainſay his words, or to call together an aſ- 
*© ſembly without him (g).“ 


The royal character, ſays the illuſtrious 
* Boſluet, (+) is holy and facred even in infidel 
< princes. Iſaias calls Cyrus the anointed of the 
Lord (i) Nabuchodonoſor was fo impious and 
* haughty as to compare himſelf with God, and 
* put thoſe to death that refuſed him ſacrilegious 
* worſhip: Nevertheleſs, Daniel addreſſed him 
in theſe words—T hou art a Ling of kings: And 
« the God of Heaven hath given thee a kingdom, 
« and ſtrength, and power, and glory (. From 
* the ſame reſpect for rulers, the choſen people 
& of God prayed for the lives of Nabuchodono- 
« ſor, (J) and of Balthaſar, and Aſſuerus. Achab 
and Jefabel ordered the Prophets to be put to 
% death. Elias complains of them to God, but 
continues in his obedtence to them; (m) and the 
« Prophets during theſe perſecutions perform 
«* prodigies to preſerve the king, and his govern- 
ment. (n) Eliſeus does the ſame in the reign 
of Joram, as impious as his father (c).“ 
Manaſſes exceeded his predeceſſors in impiety, 
and made Juda fin againſt God by aboliſhing his 
worſhip and filling Jeruſalem with the blood of 
his ſervants (p) ; yet Haias and the Prophets never 


(g) -T. Mach. xiv. 44. (A) Polit. Lib. vi. art. 2. 
prop. 5. (i) Is. xlv. 1. (Y Dan. ii. 37. . (0) 7. 
Eſdr. vi. 10. () 3. Kings xix. 1. 10. 14. 

(n) 3. Kings xx. (o) Ibid. iv. iii. (p) Ibid. iv. 
Ai. 2. 3. ©. | 
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excited nor encouraged the ſmalleſt tumult or 
reſiſtance to his government. 


Jesus cnrisT preached and practiſed this doc- 
trine. He ordered the Jews (q))'to obſerve what 
the Scribes and Phariſees recommended, becauſe 
they were ſeated on the chair of Moſes ; but warn- 
ed them at ſame time not to follow their example. 
He declared, that the power exerciſed by Pilate 
was from above, r) and deſired the Phariſees 
to render unto Ceſar the things that are Cæ- 
far's. ( St. Paul excuſes his want of reſpect 
to the high prieſt, whom he did not know; it 
is written, favs he, thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the 
prince of thy people (t). He recommends obedi- 
ent to the powers that are, as deriving their au- 
thority from God, (#) at a time when Nero the 
moſt cruel of tyrants was ſeated on the imperial 
throne. St. Peter deſires us ts fear God, and honor 
the King; to be ſubject to our maſters with all fear, 
not only to the good and gentle, but alſo to the fro- 
ward (v) to the king, as excelling, and to gover- 
nors as ſent by him, &c. 

The primitive chriſtians exemplified theſe pre- 
cepts of our redeemer and his apoſtles, during 
the moſt violent perſecutions againſt their reli- 
gion; and ſolemnly avowed their fidelity to the 
very emperors and governors, who were ſhedding 
their blood. The antient apologiſts of chriſti- 
ans vindicated them in their writings from the 
charge of revolt againſt the ſtate; which they 
conſidered as a kind of ſacrilege; (*) and W e 

three 


7 Matth. xxiii. 2. 3. () be xix. IT. (s) Matth. 
. Acts xxiii. 5. (u) Rom. xiii. 1. 2. 3 
(v) 1. Pet. ch. ii. (x) Juſtin, Irenzeus, Tatianus, Athe- 

nogoras 
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three hundred years of perſecution, amidſt nun · 


berleſs plots and conſpiracies againſt the empe- 
rors, not a ſingle chriſtian was diſcovered amongſt 
the conſpirators. It has been objected by antient 
and modern infidel writers, that chriſtians in 
theſe ages were few, and unable to oppoſe their 
perſecutors. But Tertullian who lived in 
the ſecond and third centuries, denies the 
fact expreſsly. We could,” ſays this an- 
tient father addteſſing himſelf to the emperors, 
and other pagans, „ We could ſet fire to 
<« the city, if we thought it lawful to re- 
turn evil for evil. Were we inclined to act 
nas enemies, would we want troops and arms? 


„ Would the Moors, or the Marcomans, the 


very Parthians be more numerous than us, 
* who are ſpread over the earth, who occupy 
your cities, your iſlands, your caftles, your 
aſſemblies, the tribes, the palaces, the ſenate, 
the bar, the public places? We leave only the 


temples to yourſelves. But were we even leſs 


equal to war of any kind 3 We, who ſuffer 
death with ſuch conſtancy. The religion 
which you perſecute prohibits us from uſing 
any other arms than patience and prayer. We 
< are determined to attempt nothing againſt the 
c emperors. Thoſe whoſe manners are directed 
by God, ſhould not only ſpare their ſovereigns, 
8 — mankind: and what is not permitted againſt 
any other, is leſs allowable againſt our rulers; 


«c 
44 
40 
4⁰ 
« numerous than you are; would we nat be 
«c 
40 
10 
cc 


nogoras, Theophilns, Apultinkils: Clemens Alexand. 
Tertullian, Minutius Felix, Cyprian, S. Athanaſius, S. 
 Bafil the Great, S. Gregory Niſſen, and Nazianzen, S. Am- 

brofſe, S. Chryſoftom, 59 80 Auſtin, 8. Jerom, S. Cyril 
Alex. & 91]. | 
© You 
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* You calumniate us before the emperor as guilty 


aof treaſon, We deſire you to name the chr 

tian concerned in the plots and conſpiracies of 
Niger, of Albinus, or of Caſhus?” ()) When 
Julian the apoſtate attempted to revive idolatry, 
the greater part of the Roman empire had em- 
braced the chriſtian faith (z). His perſecn- 
tion againſt the church became more dangerous 


by his artifices. He endeavoured to tire the pa- 


tience of chriſtians, inſtead of ſhedding their 
blood. Did they avail themſelves of their num- 
bers and power to ſecure their religion and peace? 
No. Influenced ſolely by the maxims of the goſ- 
pel, they followed the example of their fathers, 
and carefully diſtinguiſhed between the obedience 
due to the emperor when conducting them to bat- 
tle againſt the enemies of the ſtate, and their 
duty to God, when Julian endeavoured by force 
or perſuaſion, to compel or allure them to idala- 
try (a). The ſame conduct was umtormly pur- 
ſued by their poſterity and ſucceſſors under Con- 


O) Tertullian in Apol. cap. 37. Ibid. ad ſcap. cap. 2. 


(z) Salutari doctrina longe lateque fuſa, & apud nos 
præſertim dominante, Religionem Chriſtianam immurare, 
atque in diverſum movere conari, nihil aliud fuerit quam 
Romanorum imperium convellere, ac de rerum ſumma pe- 
riclitari, S. Greg. Nazianz. Orat. 3. in Julian. 


(a) Aliquando injufti peryeniunt ad honores ſzculi : Jum 
perverint & ſacti fuerint vel judices, vel reges; quia hæc 


facit Deus propter diſciplinam plebis ſuæ, non poteſt fier! 


niſi exhibeatur illis honor debitus poteſtati .... Julianus 
extitit infldelis imperator, iniquus idololatra: Milites chriſ- 
tiani ſervierunt imperatori infideli. Ubi veniebatur ad 
cauſam Chrifti, non agnoſcebant niſi illum qui in eœlo erat. 
Quando volebat ut idola colerent & thurificarent, præpone- 
bant illi Deum. Qiando autem dicebat Producite aciem. 
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ſtance (Y), more cruel than the pagan emperors. 
Inſtigated by the Arians, he ſpread deſolation over 
the chriſtian world, by perſecuting all who ad- 
hered to the council of Nice, and believed the 
divinity of Chriſt. The church, incapable of 
betraying the truth by a mean and temporizing 
ſilence, proclaims it aloud, and denies her com- 
munion to the Arians, but oppoſes only exhorta- 
tations, ſupplications, and patience to the ſan- 
guinary edits of Conſtance, and of the empreſs 
Juſtina, although the army under Maximus had 
offered to eſpouſe the cauſe of the Catholics and 
of St. Ambroſe, againſt Juſtina and the Ari- 
ans (c). | 


The bloody perſecution againſt Catholics was 
continued by Theodoric, king of Italy, by the 
Goths in Spain, by Hunneric and other vandal 
princes in Africa, who aſſiſted the Arian biſhops in 
their attempts to deſtroy the Catholic faith. What 
were the arms of the church, and conduct of the 
faithful in theſe circumſtances ? Patience, prayer, 
and obedience to the ruling powers. Do not ſaid 
S. Fulgentius addreſſing Traſimond, king of the 
Vandals in the name of many Catholic biſhops of 
Africa, who were exiles in Sardinia ; Do not 
« accuſe us of diſreſpect when we anfwer with 
„ candour and firmneſs on the ſubject of our 
faith. We know you are inveſted with the 


ite contra illam gentem, ſtatim obtemperabant. Diſtingue- 
bant Dominum æternum a domino temporali; & ramen 
| ſubditi erant propter Dominum æternum, etiam Domino 

temporali. Auguſt in Ps. 124. N. 7. (5) Lucif. Calar. 
lib. de non parcendo. Athan. Apol. ad Conſt. Tom. 1. 
num. 18. (c) Ambr. Epiſt. 20. Nov. Edit. Num. 11. 
22. & 23. Idem. Serm. cont. Auxen, Num. 2. Theodor. 
lib. 5. cap. 14. | 


% royal 


( 15 ) 
© royal dignity, and that we ought to fear God, 
and honor kings, according to the words of 
„the Apoſtle: Render to every one what you 
** owe him; fear him whom you ought to fear, 
<< honor him whom you ought to honor: Fear 
„God and honor the king. Wherefore, we 
render reſpect and due obedience to your cle- 
«© mency, whom God has raiſed to the ſupreme 
« dignity : But how much ought we to dread the 
e king of kings, the eternal king, who com- 
mands us to honor the kings of the earth?“ (d) 


This conſcientious reſpect and ſubmiſſion to the 
conſtituted ruling powers, has invariably diſtin- 
guiſhed the Catholics of every age and nation, 
becauſe it is a principle of their religion (e); 
The Iriſh Catholics have adhered to this princi- 
ple in the moſt exemplary manner. Church hif- 
tory does not furniſh more luminous proofs of 
fortitude and perſeverance in the antient faith, 
nor of more dutiful allegiance to the ruling pow- 
ers, than what hath been exhibited by the Catho- 
lics of Ireland, ſince the defection of Henry 
VIII. from the See of Rome and center of Ca- 
tholic unity; under the preſſure of laws depriv- 
ing them of property, honors, immunities, em- 
ployments, and threatening even their lives. 
Their principles and conduct have been induſtri- 
ouſly miſrepreſented ; their clergy reviled and 
debaſed. Doctrines have been imputed to them, 
which they have abjured as abſurd; and equally 
repugnant to common honeſty and religion. 
Their oaths and declarations, diſclaiming theſe 
imputed tenets, and avowing their genuine and 


(4) S. Fulgent Ruſpens. ad Trafim. lib. 1. cap. 2. 
(e See above page 9 & leq. x 
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Immutable principles of religion, their unſhakett 
ſentiments of loyalty and honor, have been ſlight- 
ed and ridiculed ; yet, under theſe accumulated 
Inſtances of perſecution and calumny, they have; 
after the example of the primitive chriſtians, 
been as remarkable for their dutiful attachment 
to the king, their reverence for the conſtitution 
il as formed of king, lords, and commons, their 
"hk obedience to the laws, and reſpeQ for magil- 
97 trates; as for their firmneſs in profeſſing the re- 
Wl! ligion of their anceſtors, under all the temporal 
"4 worldly diſadvantages we have mentioned (/). 


1 | The fame goſpel ſpirit of ſubordination and re- 
fpe& towards God, and the miniſters of his power 
on earth, conſtantly manifeſted itſelf in the zealous 
endeavours of the, Catholic nobility, gentry, 
clergy, and informed individuals of every de- 3 
ſcription in their communion, to aid the govern- 
ment and magiſtrates in repelling a foreign enemy, 1 


| or preſerving internal peace. The ſubordinate x 

| departments of his majeſty's army and fleet are 3 
"Wl filled with Iriſh catholics ; who do not, however, | 
Ml | enjoy that freedom in practiſing their religious du- 


ties and rites, to which they are ſo juſtly entitled 0 
by their fidelity, and meritorious ſervices. The ge- 1 
nerous effuſion of loyalty and patriotiſm diſplayed 
by the late Mr. George Goold of Cork, is within 
our recollection. At a critical period dufing the 
American war, when government was embarraſſed, 
he nobly came forward with an offer to lend a 
great ſum of money without intereſt, to pay the 
arrears due to a part of the army; and received 
public thanks from Sir John Irwwine, then com- 


J) See Curry's Review of the Civil Wars of Ireland. 


mander 
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| ( 19 ) 
mamder in chief of his majeſty's forces in this 
kingdom. 


The exertions of the Catholic biſhops and 
clergy, of the nobility and gentry, and of ever 
Catholic of any conſideration in Munſter, in Ul- 
ſter, and in ſome counties of Leinſter, in ſuppreſ- 
ſing White-boys, Right-boys, Defenders, and other 
rioters, are equally notorious, and were acknow- 
ledged by government in official letters of thanks 
to ſome of the Catholic elergy and laiety. 


Juſtice calls on us, deareſt brethren, to pro- 
claim with gratitude, the humanity and benevo- 


lence exerciſed-in- the moſt calamitous times, by 


the executive government with reſpect to ſome 
laws againſt the Catholics of Ireland; eſpecially 
ſince the acceſſion of the illuſtrious houſe of 
Brunſwick to the throne of theſe realms. The 


magiſtrates in molt places, imitating the tendef- 


neſs and affection of the King towards all his good 
ſubjeQs, frequently conhived at the exerciſe of 
dur religious rites, and enforced the laws againſt 
the harmleſs miniſters of religion with reluctance; 
but, unhappily, neither they, nor his majeſty 
could prevent the cruel operation of laws reſpecting 
the property of Catholics. In conſequence of 
theſe unnatural laws, which encouraged the re- 
bellion of a child againſt his parent, the eſtates 


and property of ancient Catholic families were di- 


vided, and frequently became the joint property 
of an unprincipled and villainous intormer. Num- 
berleſs Catholic and loyal families were reduced to 
poverty in this manner; and ſubmitted to it, ra- 
ther than perjure themſelves by taking oaths irre- 
conciliable with their religious principles, and con- 
ſcience; 
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It was reſerved for the auſpicious reign of our 
preſent moſt gracious ſovereign king George III. 
the father of all his people, to alleviate the op- 
preſſion under which his faithful Iriſh Roman Ca- 
tholic ſubjects had ſo long, and ſo patiently groan- 
ed. He conſidered their dutiful remonſtrances, 
and ſubmitted them to an enlightened and humane 
parliament; which equally ſenſible of the loyal 
and peaceable conduct of this deſerving body dur- 
ing a long period of perſecution, concurred with 
his majeſty in repealing ſeveral penal laws affecting 
the exerciſe of their religion, and ſecurity of their 

| | 


landed property (g). 


This merited condeſcenſion in his no oe and 
parliament has, as was naturally expected, pro- 
duced the happieſt effects. Arts, commerce, ma- 
nufactures, tillage and induſtry are promoted 
with an energy and ſucceſs hitherto unknown, 
and mulſt neceffarity advance in proportion to the 
legal protection attorded to Roman Catholics, as 
they compoſe the great body of the Iriſh people. 


A continuation of the ſame loyal and peaceable 
demeanour which recommended us to. the atten- 
tion of his majeſty and parliament, is the moſt 
eſſectual meaſure to enſure their benevolence, and 
crown our humble applications for emancipation 


with ſucceſs. Our religion ſtrictly forbids riot of 


any kind, and prudence dictates the moſt zealous 
endeavours to prevent even the appearance of it. 
None but the ſeditious, or the enemies of fubor- 
dination and. national proſperity, and of our 
emancipation which is intimately connected with 


(g) By Ads paſſed in the years 1778 and 1782. | 
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it, can be pleaſed at your being concerned in any 
commotion. Intereſted perſons only can rejoice 
at any imprudence on our part. Beware then, 
we conjure you, deareſt brethren, of their inſidi- 
ous attempts to ſeduce you from the allegiance 
due and ſworn to his majeſty, under the ſpecious 
pretext of reform, or of aſſerting your rights. 
Reflect, we beſeech you, that the prerogatives of 
the crown, and rights of both houſes of parlia- 
ment are eſtabliſhed by the principles of our 
happy conſtitution, and that any attempt to di- 


miniſh the conſtitutional rights of the king, of 
the lords, or of the commons, tends to demoliſh 


the venerable ſtructure raiſed by our anceſtors to 
ſecure true liberty, property, and peace to all 
ranks of ſociety in this kingdom. 


The three component parts of our legiſlature 
are ſo dependant” on, and interwoven with each 
other, that the diſſolution of any one of them, 
neceſlarily implies the deſtruction of all. 


Our anceſtors were too often the dupes of in- 
triguing enemies. Their misfortunes ſhould be a 
ſalutary leflon to us, and guard us againſt intem- 
perate conduct; and teach us that practical loyalty 
to his majeſty, that reverence for the conſtitution, 
that obedience to the laws, not directly militating 
againſt our tenets, which the Catholic religion in- 


ſpires and inculcates. 


There muſt be abuſes under every conſtitution, 
and under every poſſible ſyſtem of government, 
while the adminiſtration of it depends on man, too 
often the dupe of paſſion and ſelfiſh propenſities. 
Perfection is the excluſive attribute of God; our 


remonſtrances againſt abuſes ſhould be always loyal 
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and decorous. We ſpeak the language of the 
goſpel exemplified in the conduct of our divine 
redeemer and in that of his diſciples, and follow- 
ers in all ages to our own times (H. 


Kings, and other miniſters of power under 
every conſtitution and ſyſtem of government, have 
likewiſe their duties and obligations to comply 
with, and muſt render a ſevere account of their 
conduct to the ſupreme Ruler of the world (i). 


It is from him they derive their power; (4) 
which was given to them for the advantage of the 
community, and not for their own private intereſt. 
Take notice, ſaid Seneca to Nero, that the re- 
public is not your's, but you belong to the re- 
public (/).” Subjects are not in the hands of 
rulers ſpiritual or temporal, as a property to be 
diſpoſed of at pleaſure, but as a ſacred depoſit en- 


truſted to them by God, to whom they are an- 


ſwerable. Governors are called pa/tors in holy 
writ, to denote that they ought, hike good ſhep- 
herds, to watch over the people with ſolicitude 


and tenderneſs (%). The very Pagans conſidered 


their 


(4) See above p. 11. & ſeq. (i) A moſt ſevere judg- 
ment ſhall be for them that bear rule. Wiſd. vi. 6. 


J) See above p. 9. (1) Adverte rempublicam non eſſe 
tuam, fed te reipublice, (m) God curſes ſelfiſh rulers in 
theſe terrible words: Woe ro the ſhepherds of Iſrael that 
fed themſelves : Should not the flocks be fed by the ſhep- 
*« herds? You eat the milk, and you cloathed yourſelres 
«« with'the wool, and you kiiled that which was fat: but 
„ my flock you did not feed. The weak you have not 
e ſtrengthened, and that which was fick you have not 
„ healed: that which was broken you have not bound up, 

and 
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cheir kings and rulers in this light, as appears in 
their poets, particularly Homer (n). The ſove- 
reign power cannot render princes and rulers truly 
great, if oy do not by juſtice and benevolence 
prove themſelves nnages of the Supreme Being, 
whoſe miniſters and ſervants they are (o): God 
himſelf did not diſdain to become a ſervant to thoſe 
whoſe maſter he was (p). 


The diſtinguiſhing feature in the character of a 
good prince is, as the illuſtrious Boſſuet remarks, 
() © to provide for the wants of his people, 
* whereas the tyrant thinks only of himſelf.” 


&« Ariſtotle makes the ſame remark ; but the 
Holy Ghoſt has expreſſed it with greater ener- 
„ oy, when he deſcribes a proud tyrant, by put- 
„ ting the following words into his mouth— 
« [1 am, and befides me there is no other (r).“ 
He curſes thoſe rulers who think only of them- 
ſelves, in terrible words, recorded by Ezechias 
(s). Hence it appears,” continues the ſame 
great prelate ( ), © that the character of a bad 
« ruler is to feed himſelf, and not the flock ; 
but he mult anſwer not only for the diſorders 
* he may have occaſioned, but alſo for all thoſe 


and that which was driven away you have not brought 
again, neither have you ſought that which was loſt : but 
* you ruled over them with rigour, and with a high hand. 
« And my ſheep were ſcattered, becauſe there was no ſhep- 
„ herd; and they became the prey of all the beaſts of the 
« field, and were ſcattered, &c.” Ezech. 34. v. 2. & ſeq. 
(n) Hom. paſſim. (o) See above p. 3. & 9. () But 
debaſed himſelf taking the form of a ſervant. Phil. ii. 9. 
(g) Boſſuer Polit. lib. 3. prop. 5. art. 3. (r) Is. ch. 
47. 10. () See third note, p. 20 (i) Boſſuet loco cit. 


&* which 


+ Dn. 4 Bn 
* 


— 


. ö e 
—_ 


— — © 


— — 


— TN— 


( 227) 
* which he could, but did not prevent.” —* God 
« alone reigns independent,“ ſaid St. Gregory 
Nazianzen to the Emperors, „to you he has 


* confided the kingdoms of the earth : Do you 
then be as Gods with reſpect to you ſubjects 


(). 


The ſovereign power, whether in a monarch, 
in a ſenate, or executive council, cannot be law- 
tully exerciſed to the prejudice of natural rights 
or divine laws; nor in violation of the fundamen- 
tal principles on which the conſtitution of a na- 
tion or ſtate is founded. By natural rights we do 
not here underſtand the vicious inclinations and 
propenſities of our corrupt nature: To indulge 
them on every occaſion, would render us brutes 
in human form, and deſtroy that beautiful har- 
mony reſulting from the dependance of different 
orders in ſociety on each other (x). 


The natural law then is nothing elſe than rea- 
ſon itſelf inculcating our duties. The divine law 
is grounded on revelation, and human law is en- 
acted by man, 


Every human inſtitution is ſubordinate to, and 
ſhould be regulated by the natural and divine 
law; becauſe the will of man is to be ſubhjected 
to that of God, the author of nature and grace. 
Legiſlators themſelves derive their authority from 
theſe primary laws (4). „As we ought not,” 
ſays St. Auguſtin, © to obey the pretor contrary 
td the will of the prince, we cannot with much 


(u) Supera ſolius Dei ſunt, infera autem veſtra : Sub- 
ditis veſtris deos vos præbete. Greg. Nazianz. Orat. 27. 
(x) See above, p. 5. & ſeq. (O) Ibid. p. 9. & ſeq. 
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greater reaſon, obey the prince contrary to 
© the will of God” (z). "IA | 


Although natural and- divine laws flow from 
the ſame ee, the latter are ſubordinate to the 
former; becauſe the natural law is nothing leſs 
than the eternal reaſon of God, ſo eſſentially im- 
mutable, that he cannot change it (a). The 
obedience we owe to divine law preſuppoſes the 
obligation impoſed on us by the law of nature 
to obey God. When theſe laws appear in oppo- 


ſition, human law muſt be ſacrificed to the others, 


and divine law muſt ceaſe to oblige in caſes where 


it cannot be reconciled with the obſervance of na- 


tural law. JesUs CnrisT reprimanded the Pha- 
riſees for violating the law of charity, by their 


ſcrupulous and unſeafonable obſervance of the 
Sabbath (6). 


From theſe obſervations it clearly follows, that 
the ſovereign power under any conſtitution or 
form of government, cannot be lawfully exer- 
ciſed with prejudice to natural or divine law, as 
«© we ought to obey God rather than men” (c). 
The rulers of the earth deriving their power from 
him (4), have no authority to command any thing 
contrary to his ſupreme will. 


On this principle, the primitive Chriſtians, al- 
though the moſt dutiful and ſubmiſſive ſubje&s of 
the Empire, were firm and unalterable in their 
oppoſition to the ediCts againſt the profeſſion of 
their faith (e). Their ſucceſſors have uniformly 


(=) Aug. de Verb. Dom. Serm. 6. cap. 8. (a) See above, 
p. 6. & ſeq, (b) Matth. xii. 12. (c) Acts v. 29. 
(4) See above, p. 9. & leq. (e) Ibid. p. 11. & ſeq. 
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and conſtantly acted in like manner (e). The 
Iriſh and Enghſh Roman Catholics have eminent- 
ly diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the ſame magnani- 
mous courſe (f), and preferred every temporal 
loſs, even of lite itſelf, to apoſtacy. The choſen 
people of Gad, in the antient law, purſued the 
ſame generous conduct. Daniel diſregarded the 
prohibition of Darius, to pray to any God or 
man but himſelf, during thirty days (g). The 
three youths of Babylon were equally firm in their 
refuſal to adore the | nag] of Nebuchodanoſor (4). 
The hiſtory of the Machabees records inſtances of 
the moſt heroic fortitude on the ſame principle 
(i). The entire old teſtament is replete with 
ſimilar occurrences, and as frequently mentions 
the miraculous interpoſition and protection of 
heaven, in favour of the illuſtrious champions 


(#). 


Neither are princes or rulers aathoriſed to vie- 
late fundamental and conſtitutional laws, without 
the conſent of their reſpective ſtates; becauſe they 
are ſolemnly pledged to preſerve the eſtabliſhed 
conſtitution and form of their particular govern- 
ment (/), The ſame is to be faid of eccleſiaſti- 
cal rulers in the Catholic church, who, are ob- 
liged to direct and govern the faithful committed 
to their care, according to the exiſting canons, 
and actual general difcipline (n). It is farbidden 
even to a national council of prelates, much more 


(e) See above, p. 13. & ſeq. (f) Ibid. p. 14. & feq. 
(g) Dan, ch. vi. (A) Ibid. ch. iii. (i) 1 & 2 Mach. 
paſſim. (A) Vet. Teſtament. paſſun. (/) See above, 
P. 21 (m) Sciunt Univerſi Sacratiſſimos Canones ex- 
aA ab omnibus, & quoad ejus fieri poterit, indiſtincte 
obſervari. Concil. Trident. Seſſ. 25. cap. xviii. de reform. 
& alibi, | 1 3 | 
ta 
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to any particular one, to diſpenſe in theſe eanons 
and general diſcipline, without a delegation to 
that purpoſe from the Pope as head of the church, 
or from a general council. They alone are ca- 
nonically inveſted with that power, according to 
the principles of Roman Catholics (). 


True patriotiſm cheriſhes reſpect for rulers, 
and unian of the people with them in every ſtate. 
It ſtrengthens the ſovereign authority in the con- 
ſtitutional exercife of power, by concurring with 
the miniſters of it, for the general good. 


The maxims of the Goſpel enforcing obedi- 
ence to earthly rulers in temporal and civil con. 
cerns, are equally inimical to licentiouſneſs and 
deſpotiſm, to unreſtrained liberty, and abſolute 
ſervitude, They condemn injuſtice whether com- 
mitted by ſovereigns or ſubjects, while they com- 
mand charity towards all, and the forgiveneſs of 
injuries, The Goſpel is a I of {iberty (o), which 
is not to be uſed by chriſtians as @ cloak of malice, 
but in a manner becoming the /ervants of Gad (v). 


A modern writer of high rank and reputation 
in this kingdom, has poſitively aſſerted on his 
own authority, that the principles of Roman Ca- 
tholics and genius of their religion, are hoſtile to 
freedom, but perfectly calculated to favor def. 
patiſm in monarchical and abſolute govern« 


(i) Inferior non poteſt difpenfare in lege ſuperioris. 
Axioma utriutque juris & commune. Nihil, inconfulto. 
Sanctiſſimo Romano Pontifice, novum, aut in eccleſia hac- 
tenus in uſitatum decernatur. Conc. Trid. Seſſ. 25. cap. 
Xviii. de invocat. &c. alia etiam concilia paſſim. | 


See above, p. 3. (e) 1 Pet. il 16. 
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ments (). The abſurdity and falſehood of this af. 


ſertion, repeated with extraordinary confidence in 
many editions, have been demonſtrated by ſome 
Roman Catholic apologiſts (7): We ſhall, there- 
fore, only obſerve, that they are decidedly con- 
tradicted by the hiſtory of paſt and preſent times. 
Alfred the Great and Edward the Confeſſor were 
Roman Catholic princes ; the former is ſtiled by 
hiſtorians the founder and the other the reftorer 
of Engliſh laws. Aifred"s dome book or code, with 
the addition of laws by Edward, gave rife to the 
collection of maxims and cuſtoms now known and 
diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of common law (5). 
The high eſtimation in which theſe laws were 
held, is proved by the wiſhes and ſtruggles of the 
Engliſh Barons, to wreſt them from the firſt 
princes of the Norman line (f). Theſe Roman 
Cathohc Barons at length ſucceeded in the reign 
of king John; when headed by Cardinal Langton, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, they obtained in a 
conference with him at Runnemede, on the 19th 
of June 1215, the great charter, or Magna 
Charta, the articles of which ſecure the rights of 
all orders of men (u). The ancient Republics of 
Florence, Piſa, and Sienna were eſtabliſhed and 
governed by Roman Catholics, who ſtill continue 
to ſupport thofe of Poland, of Venice, of Genoa, 
of Raguſa, of Lucca, and of S. Marino. The 
Roman Catholics form the moſt confiderable part 
of the Helvetic Union; and it is remarkable, 


77 See Preſent State of the Church in Ireland. Sixth 


Edit. Dublin, 1787. (r) Moſt Rev. Doctor Butler in 
his Juſtification, Ke. 1787. Critical Review by an un- 
biaſſed Iriſhman. (s) Blackfton. Comment. Intro. 


Sect. iii. (7) Hume Hiſt. in John, Henry III. and Ed- 
ward I. (u) Idem. ibid. | 


that 
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that they have adopted a democratical, whereas 
the Calviniſt or Zuinglian cantons have preferred 
an ariſtocratical torm of government (x), 


The religion of R6man Catholics is Chriſtian. 
They conceive themſelves obliged on that account 
to obſerve the maxims of the Goſpel, which com- 
mand obedience to the powers that rule ( y), but 
authoriſed at the ſame time to remonſtrate againſt 
the abuſe of power. They have aſſerted that 
right, and eſtabliſhed tribunals and aſſemblies to 
moderate and correct the deſpotiſm of rulers (z). 
Three centuries had elapſed from the date of the 
great Engliſh charter to the change of religon in 
that kingdom : During that long period, the en- 
tire nation was Roman Catholic, and enjoyed 
conſtitutional liberty and freedom. The deſire 
of civil liberty, and the moſt extraordinary efforts 
to procure and preſerve it inviolate, were not 
then conſidered as irreconcileable with the princi- 
ples of Roman Catholics, or incompatible with 
the genius of their religion (a). 


A tyrant king who, as contemporary writers i 
remark (b), never ſpared man in his anger, or wo- 
man in his luſt, controuled by his ſpiritual father 
in his criminal purſuits, wages war againſt him, R 
and erects the ſtandard of ſchiſm. Henry VIII. 4 
revolts againſt the faith of all Chriſtendom, of — 
which he had been but lately declared the De- ö 
fender againſt Luther by Pope Leo X. The 1 
people are enſlaved when their ſovereign declares 1 


himſelf head of the church in England. 


(x) Critical Review b Ah an unhiaſſed Iriſhman, 1787. 
(y) See above, p. 11. & (z) Hume Hiſt. during 11 
that period. (a) Idem, Uwid. 5 Ward's Cant. 5 
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Parliament, nobles, clergy, all ranks become 
the ſervile atterers and flaviſh inſtruments of a 
diffolute, capricious, and arbitrary monarch. 
The nation was enſlaved when Proteſtaniſm was 
introduced by this brutal and deſpotie prince. 
The fact is incontrovertible, and atteſted by wrt- 
ters notoriouſly prejudiced againſt Roman Ca- 
tholics (c). The ſame deſpotiſm was exerciſed by 
his ſucceſſors, till the acceſſion of the houſe of 
Stuart to the throne, The celebrated author of 
The Conſtitution of England obſerves, that the 
hiſtory of thoſe times reminds us of the deſcrip- 
tion which Tacitus has given of the decrees and 
tranſactions of Tiberius, and the Roman ſe- 
nate (d). 


A defire of liberty and conſtitutional exertions 
to procure it, were as conſpicuous in the conduct 
of Iriſh Catholics as in that of any other deſcrip- 
tion of Chriſtians. This appears from the hiſ- 
tory of Ireland ſince the reign of Henry VIII. (e) 
and particularly in the proceedings of the Iriſh 
parliament in 1689, when James II. was in this 
kingdom, A learned and beneyolent gentleman 
has Jately publiſhed ſome acts of that Roman Ca- 
tholic parliament ( f), They prove to a demon- 
ſtration, that the Iriſh Catholics of 1689, were 
not leſs ſalicitaus to eſtabliſh the independence 
and promote the proſperity of their country, than 


conſtant in adhering to the religion of their fa. 


thers. 


(cy Hume Hiſt. Val. iv. in Henry VIII. paſſim. Lome 


ch 3 and even Burnet Hiſt. Ref. See Boſſuet Hiſt. Var. 
B. vii. and x. (4) Lome ibid. (e) See Curry's Hil- 
torical Review. /) William Todd Jones, Efq. fee his 
Letters to Port TIA, and his other Tracts on this Subject. | 


The 
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Tune United States of America, far from conf:s 
dering the Roman Catholic religion as unfriend- 
ly to ſocial liberty, not only ſanctioned the exer- 
ciſe of it in the fulleſt manner, but likewiſe ſe- 
conded the wiſhes of the Roman Catholics to have 
a reſident biſhop amongſt them, and forwarded 
their petition to the Pope for that purpoſe : And 
in conſequence an epiſcopal See has been erected 
at Baltimore in Maryland, and Doctor John Carroll 
appointed the firſt biſhop, with full powers to go- 
vern all the Catholics of the united ſtates, in qua- 
lity of their ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical ſuperior. 
This amiable prelate dignifies his elevated rank 
by his virtues and great learning ; of which he 
continues to give the moſt luminous proots, to the 
great edification of people of all denominations, 


It is, we preſume, unneceſſary to enumerate 
many other facts to prove, that the principles of 
Roman Catholics extend to every ſyſtem and 
mode of government : We ſhall therefore only 
add one within our own obſervation, as it appears 
concluſive. 


There ate no people on earth more firmly at- 
tached to the Roman Catholic faith, or more 
reſpectful to its miniſters than the ſubjects of the 
emperor in the Netherlands; and particularly in 
Brabant. Their anceſtors continued under the 
dominion of Philip the ſecond and his poſterity, 
rather than riſk the ſecurity and preſervation of 
their religion by abetting the Calviniſts, or adopt- 
ing the principles of the revolution, and ſyſtem 
of governmet introduced into Holland, and other 
neighbouring confederated ſtates. On this prin- 
ctple, they perſevered in their allegiance to the 

| CrYOWN 
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of 
crown of Spain; when, from a combination of 
circumſtances, they could have renounced it 
with impunity, by uniting with their neigh- 
bours (g). This religious zeal was conſtantly 
accompanied by an ardent love and defire of li- 
berty. They made the full enjoyment of their 
particular privileges, the abſolute condition of 
their allegiance to the houſe of Auſtria, and were 
generally happy in that enjoyment, till the inau- 
ſpicious reign of the emperor Joſeph II. This miſ- 
guided prince indiſpoſed them againſt his govern- 
ment, by enforcing decrees: and orders contrary 
to the eſtabliſhed conſtitution in church and ſtate, 
which he had ſolemnly promiſed to preſerve and 
protect. The clergy, nobility, and people com- 
plain, remonſtrate, and threaten to no purpoſe: 
At length, they unanimouſly and peremptorily 
demand the reſtoration of their favorite char- 
ter (5). They recover it and all their privileges, 
without the ſmalleſt deviation from their religious 
principles, to which they continue attached with 
their uſual inflexibility. It is not then true, that 
the Catholic ſyſtem is hoſtile to the enjoyment of 


civil liberty, and only fitted to abſolute govern- 
ments (i). | 


But, ſays the right reverend hiſtorian of the 
preſent tate of the church of Ireland. The Roman 
Catholics of Ireland can'give no ſecurity for their 
allegiance to a proteſtant king or government, 
while their biſhops take an oath of fidelity and 
obedience'to the Pope. We ſhould not now no- 
tice this objection, which has been often refuted, 


and particularly in ſome printed replies to his 


( 70 Strada Hift. paſſim. £7141 
(#4) Denominated Joyeux Entree (i) See above p 27. 
| lordſhip 
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5 
lordſhip. (4), if a gentleman poſſeſſing the here- 
ditary abilities of his family, and improved in 
him by a poliſhed education, had not juſt now 
revived the controverſy, with an obvious deſig 

1 to excite alarm. in the minds of Proteſtants, and 
to indiſpole the legiſlature itſelf againit Roman 
Catholics, and their application for a reſtoration 
of the elective franchiſe (I). Before we proceed 
further on this ſubject, we muſt eſtabliſh princi- 
ples; the ignorance and miſapplication of which, 
has excited and continued prejudices and obliquy 
againſt Catholics. 


| 

It is a fundemental article of the Roman Ca- 
tholic faith, that the Pope or Biſhop of Rome as 
N ſucceſſor to St. Peter prince of the Apeſtles in that 
I See, enjoys by divine right a ſpiritual and ecclefiaſe 
i tical primacy, not only of honor and rank, but of 
. real juriſdiftion and authority, in the univerſal 
1 church, Roman Catholics conceive this point as 
| clearly eſtabliſhed in the ſcriptures (, and by 

the conſtant tradition of the. fathers in ever 
age (u), as it is by the expreſs deciſions of their 
general 


' (#) Juſtification, &c. by Doctor Butler. Defence, &c. by 

? O'Leary, and others. (/) Eſſay on principles of civil U- 

4 berry, &c. by C. F. Sheridan. Dublin, 1793. ' 

| (n) Matth. xvi. 17. 18. 19. John xxi. 15. 16. 17. 

| Id. x. 16. Luke xx. 32 & alibi. (n) Origen. hom. 
s in Exod. S. Athan. Epiſt. ad Fel. Pap. Epiph. in An- 
chorat. circa. init. Greg. Nazianz. de Mod. ſerv. in diſp. 
Chryſoſt. hom. 55 in Matth. Cyril. lib. ii. cap. 1. in 
Jo. Theoph. in cap. 9. Luce. Tert. de præſcript. Hil. 

Com. in Matth. c. 16. Hier, in cap. 16. Matth. Auguſt. 
Serm. 201. tom. 5. Col. 335. in append. nov. edit, Idem. 
ib. Serm. 203. Max. Serm. 1 de S. Petro & Paulo. 
Paulin. Ep. 23 ad Sever. p. 149. edit. 1655. Leo Serm. 
2. de Anniv. Aſſumpt. Greg. magn. Hb. yi. FEpiſt. 37, 
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neral councils, which they conſider as infalli- 
le authority in points of doctrine (o). Hence 
they reſpect the Pope as the father and teacher of 
the faithful (p); and the Roman Church, the 
mother and miſtreſs of all others (). The chait 
of Peter (r) the apoſtolical Holy See (s), as the 
root of all other churches (7), and center of Ca- 
tholie unity (u); to which, as St. Irenzus a Ao 
| ther 


ad Enlog. Iterum Epiph. in Ancorato. Chryſoſt. in Jo. 
hom. 87. Ambroſ. in cap. ult. Luce, Leo Serm. 3. de 


aſſumpt. ſua. Greg. magn. lib. 4. epiſt. 32. Theoph. in 


cap. ult. Jo. Bernard lib. 2. cap. 8. de conſid. Iterum 
Chryſoft. hom. iii. in Ad. Apoſt. Gelaſius in Tract. apud 
Labb. Tom. 4. Concil. Col. 1215 & ſeq. All on the cited 
texts of Matth. John and Luke. Vide Cl. Mamach. in 


epiſt. ad Juſt. Febr. Idem in epiſt. ſub nomine P1sTi 


ALetfim ad Auct. anony. & de Vautorits des deux 
3 Tom. ii. edit. Straſbourg 1788. (o) Concil. 
i. generale Conſtantinop. i. Convoct. a Damaſo Papa 
Anno. 381. cont. Macedonium. Concil. Chalcedonen. A. 
431. Concil Miſen. ii. Anno 787. act 2. apud Labb. Tom. 
7. Concil. Conſtantinop. iv. Anno 869. Act 1. Concil. 
iv Lateranen. Anno 1215. cap. v. Concil. Lugdunen. ii. 
Anno 1274. in prof. Fidei Grazc. Concil. Conſtantien Anno 
1414. in damnat- Wickleffi & Hus. Concil. Florent. Anno 
1449 in decreto. Tandem Concil. Trident Annis 1545 & 
ſeq. Seſſ. xiv. eap. vii. (e) Concil. Florent. in definit. 
poſt Ephiſinum Act 2. Anno 431. Vide etiam P. P. 1 
citatos paſſim. (j) Concil Trid Seſſ. 7. de Baptiſmo 
Can. 3. 5. — Ep. 55 ad Corn. edit. Baluz. 1726. p. 
86. (r) Hieron. Ep. x. ad Damas. Tom. 1. num. 2. 
edit. Paris 1721. Cyprianus Ep. 43 ad Plelem. Id. Ep. 70 
ad Januar. Saturn. & Ep. 69 ad Corn. optatus Milivetan, 
lib. 2. contra Donatiſt. cap. 2. & alios P. P. communiter. 
s) Concil. Ephel. p. 1. cap. 25. Ibid. act. 2& 7. Concil. 

iley,» inter Ep. Aug. 176. Innoc. i. reſcrip. ad Concil. 
Carthag. apud Labb. Concil. Flor. ibidem. Trid. Con- 
eil. paſſim. (:) Cyp. Ep. 45 ad Corn. Idem Ibid. 
Auguft. in Pſal. cont. Damatiſtas & alibi ſæpe. Concil. 
Calc. Act. i. (») Auguſt. Epiſt. 105, edit. RO 05 
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ther of the ſecond century declares, * Every 
* Church and all the faithful ſhould have recourſe 
tc on account of her greater eminence or-princi- 


e pality” (x) and St. Jerome writing to Pope 


Damaſus fays, © following Chri't alone as my 
« firſt maſter, I am leagued in communion with 
« your Holineſs ; that is, with the chair of Peter. 
& I know the church is built on that rock. 
„% Whoever cats the lamb out of this houſe is 
ce profane. Whoever is not in the ark of Noah 
« ſhall periſh during the deluge.——1 was not 
c acquainted with Vitalis, I reject Meletius, I 
e do not know Paul. Whoever does not gather 
© with you, ſcatters; that is, he who does not 
belong to Chrilt, is antichriſt.“ )) Commu- 
nion with the Apoſtolical See has been conſidered 
at all times by Catholics as eſſentially neceſſary to 


* 
* 


preſerye that unity of the church, which Chriſt 
promiſed under the guidance of one paſtor (z), 


Milev: lib. 2. cap. 2. cont. Parmen. Amb. Epiſt. it. n. 


4. Len mag. Ep. 10 ad Epiſt. Vien. & Serm ili. cap. ii. 
Tom. i. Cyprian. Ep. 43 & alibi ſepe. Hieran. lib. i. de 
wee eee lib. 2⸗de Conſid. c. 8. Alij. PP. 


communiter Concilia, Conſule Baron. Natal. Alex. 
Fleury, Orſi & hiſtoricos paſſim. | | | 
() Ad hanc enim eccleham propter potiorem principa- 
litatem neceſſe eſt omnem conyenire eccleſiam, hoc eſt, cos 
qui ſunt undique fideles. Iren. lib. 3. cap. 3. 0) Ego 
nullum primum niſi Chriſtam fequens, Beatitudini Tuæ. 
id eſt Cathedre Petri communione conlocior. Super illam 
petram edificatam eceleſiam ſcio. Quicumque extra hanc 


domum comedetit, profamus eſt. Si quis in Arca Noe non 


fuexit, peribit, regnante diluvioo . . Non novi Vitalem ; 
Metetium reſpuo, ignoro Paulum. Quicunque tecum non 
colligir, fpargir : hoc eft, qui Chriſti non eſt, Antichriſti 
eſt. Hier. ad Dam. 14. Tom. 4. Nov. edit. (2) And 
there ſhall'be one fold and one ſhepherd.- John. x. 16. 


* 
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and which Catholies and Proteſtants acknowledge 
in the Nicene Creed (a). 


The faithful however numerous and diſperſed, 
are but one body in Chriſt (b). There is but one 
body, one ſpirit, one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tiſm (c). There is but one God, and one Chriſt, 
ſays St. Cyprian, and one chair ęſtabliſbed on Peter 
by the voice of the Lord. Another altar cannot be 
ſet up, nor a new prieſthood eſtabliſhed (d): He 
conſiders, the chair of Peter as the principal church, 
from which the unity of prieſthood has ariſen, and 
to which perfidy cannot have acceſs (e). 


This communion with the center of unity has 
proved a rampart againſt ſchiſm and innovation. 
Without it private judgment becomes a rule of 
faith, and ſpurns at the moſt ſacred and belt eſta. 
bliſhed authority. Subordination is deſtroyed, 
and every one makes choice of the religion moſt 
conformable to his wn ideas, or combats every 
religion as a reſtraint on freedom of thought and 
action. The peace of ſociety is diſturbed by the 
frantic zeal of innovators and reformers in reli. 
gion to eſtabliſh their peculiar. tenets; govern- 
ments are at length overturned ; and the re. 
formers diſavowing any authority but their own, 


(.) Ibelieve one Catholic and Apoſtolic Church. Nicene 
Creed in the book of Common Prayer by Grierſon, 1767. 
Rom. xii. 5. (e) Eph. iv. (4) Deus unus eſt, & 
*Ehriftus unus, & una eccleſia, & Cat hedra una ſuper Petrum, 


Domini voce ſundata. Aliud altare conſtitui, alliud ſacerdo- 


tium novum fieri non poteſt. Cyprian. Ep. 43. & 55. 
(e) Ad Petri Cathedram, atque ad eccleſiam principalem, 
unde unitas ſacerdotalis exorta eſt, ad quam perfidia non 
poſſit habere acceſſum. Id. Epiſt. 59. $7 | 
ds become 
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become diſunited: Their followers are the Apoſ- 
tles of innovation in their turn, and there is no 
end to ſchiſms and religious warfare. Hiſtory 
proves the truth of theſe obſervations (J). 


The oath taken by Roman Catholic biſhops at 
their conſecration was deviſed to ſtrengthen this 
union with the chair of Peter, and to repel ſchiſ- 
matics and. ſuſpected perſons from the epiſcopal 
miniſtry. It is, therefore, a matter rather of 
curioſity than importance, to enquire when it 
was introduced, as no length of time can juſtify 
it if intrinſically bad: The high antiquity of it 
is nevertheleſs a ſtrong proof, that it is not of a 
ſeditious tendency, or ſubverſive of the allegiance 
and reſpect due to the temporal and civil power; 
becauſe it cannot be conceived, that a the biſhops 
of the church, during many centuries, were ſo 
ignorant as not to diſcover that, or ſo corrupt and 
wicked as to abet ſedition, and perjure them- 
ſelves: 


A form of an oath of obedience to the Pope 
is tranſcribed in the diary of the Roman biſhops ; 
compiled in the ſeventh, or at the commencement 
of the eighth century (g): S. Boniface, arch- 
biſhop of Mentz, ſwore obedience to the Holy See 
at his conſecration in 723; and as it was not 
conſidered an innovation at that time, we muſt 
conclude on acknowledged principles of accurate 


criticiſm, that the oath was of an earlier tre, 


and nat firſt introduced on that occaſion ( 


J) See the hiſtorians of ail ages of the church, particu- 
al Fleury. Orſi. Nat: Nlex. Boſfuet. Hiſt. of *c Ma- 
machi as above, and others paſſim. (s) Liber diurnus 
Romanorum Pontificum. Vide Mamacchium ibid. & Zac- 
charlam Diff. Lat. (4) Vide Indiculum Bonifacii. 
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An oath then of canonical obedience to the 
ſucceſſor of Peter, was {worn almoſt eleven hun- 
dred years ago. In the eleventh century it be- = 
came more general, particularly in the weſtern | 
patriarchate ; and has been taken by every biſhop 
of it in coummunion with the See of Rome, in 
all ſtates, monarchical, republican or mixed; 
whether governed by Catholics, Proteſtants, Cal- 
viniſts, Zuinglians, Lutherans, Mahometans or 
Pagans, without cauſing any uneaſineſs or jealouſy 

to the reſpective rulers ; who conſidered it only, 

{ what in fact it is, a ſworn promiſe of canonical 
* fidelity and obedience to the head of the church 

and centre of unity, without any reference to 
[ civil and temporal concerns. 


e As ans eee hb 95 .,. 


A 


It is therefore perfeQly innoxious, and does 
not in any manner affect the rights of ſovereignty. 
If it did, Catholic princes and ſtates jealous,” as 
any others can be, of their independence and pre- 

rogatives, would not have permitted it to be 
taken by their ſubje& biſhops; at times too, 
when princes were at variance with the Pope, 
as has been frequently the caſe. 


The late emperor ' Joſeph in his voſt vislent 
paroxiſm of reſentment againſt PIUS VI. who 
with equal prudence and fortitude oppoſed his 
innovations, and whimfical plans of church re- 


„ Go not object to it. 


roteſtant biſhops in England and Ireland, 
ſwear Aeg to the relpektiye metropolitans, 
without the important ſaving clauſe, /alva meo 
ordine, which is expreſſed in the form of oath 
taken by Catholic prelates. Will Mr. Sheridan 
accuſe or ſuſpect his * of Cloyne of diſ- 
loyalty 


** 
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loyalty to the king, becauſe he ſwore obedience” 
to the archbiſhop ? He cannot. Why ? Becauſe 
his lordſhip's oath applies directly and ſolely to 


an eccleſiaſtical ſuperior ; who, as ſuch, can ex- # 


act no more than cononical obedience (i). On this 
principle, the conſecration oath of Catholic bi- 
ſhops is harmleſs. —Biſhop Burnet apologizing for 
Cranmer ſays, that his hero did not take the 
pontifical oath without ſcruple, and falyed his 
conſcience by proteſting, that he did not intend 
by this oath to reſtrain himſelf from complying 
with what he owed to his con/cience, to his king, 
and to. his country (: * A proviſo,” as Boſſuet 
remarks, © quite needleſs: For who of us ima- 
* gines he engages himſelf by this oath to any 
thing that is contrary to his conſcience, or the 
& ſervice of his king and country? Far from think- 
© ing we prejudice any of theſe, it is even ex- 
&« preſſed in the oath, that we take it without 
“ prejudice to the rights of our order in ſociety; 
« ſalvo meo ordine. The ſubmiſſion which is 
« ſworn to the Pope in Spirituals, is of a dif- 
6 ferent order from what we naturally owe to 


© our prince in femporals; and without protęſe- 


& ing, we have always well underſtood, that the 
© one does not interfere with the other (J).“ 


The occaſion, the place, the ſolemn ceremony 
with which the oath is tendered, every circum- 
ſtance reſpecting it, corroborates this remark of 
the great Boſſuet. The parties are eceleſiaſtics, 
and all the ceremonies preſcribed on the occa- 
lion have an immediate reterence to objects 


(i) See the form of this oath after the book of common 


prayer printed by Grierſon. (4) Burnet. Hiſt, Ref. 
{!) Boſſuet, Hiſt. Var. B. vii. Num. ii. a 


purely 
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purely ſpiritual and. eccleſiaſtical. The Pontifical 
itſelf | expreſsly determines, that the obedience 
promiſed by our biſhops at their conſecration, 
is merely canonical ; as appears from the following 


queſtions, which the bun prelate puts to 
the biſhop elect. 


1 Queſtion II. Are you willing to receive, to 
teach, and ' obſerve with veneration, the tra- 
ditions of the Orthodox Fathers, and the de- 


* cretal conſtitutions of the holy and apoltolical 
<< See? 


. . 
* * 


Anſwer. I am willing. 


Queſ. III. Are you willing to render entire 
fidelity, ſubjection, and obedience to Bleſſed Peter 
the Apoſtle, to whom the power of looſing and 
binding was aber by God; and to his "Vicar 
our Lord the Pope N. N. and to his ſucceſſors the 


Biſhops of Rome, according to canonical aus 
Fhority : FS 


Anſ. I am willing (n). 


We need not remark, that decretal conſtitutions 
and canonical authority, in the general acceptation 


(e) 8 I. Vis traditiones orthodoxorum patrum, ac de- 
cretales ſanctæ & apoſtolic ſedis conſtitutiones veneranter 
ſuſcipere, docere, ac 2 R. Volo. N 


III. Vis beato Petro Apoſtolo, cui a Deo data eft 
teſtas ligandi, ac ſolvendi; dull vicario Domino aofire, 
Domino NV. Pape N. ſuiſque ſucceſſoribus, Romanis Pon- 
tificibus, fidem, ſubjectionem, & obedientiam, ſecundum 


canonicam r nia) a exhibere ? K. Volo. 
Pont. Rom. de Conſecrat ect. in 38 4 
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of our canoniſts, are confined to objects purely 
ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical; and that of courſe, 
the conſecration oath of our biſhops can extend 
to no other; unleſs we admit a palpable contra- 
diction in the pontifical. The oath, as we have 


already obſerved, (n) is no more than a bond of 


that union with the Holy See, which all Catholic 


biſhops are obliged to preſerve, and of the reſpect 


they owe to the ſucceſſors of St. Peter. 


1n this ſenſe only has it been taken by all Ca- 


tholic Biſhops. The preſent Pope in a letter to 


the metropolitans of Germany declares, that there 
is nothing in it contrary to the laws and cuſtoms 
of the empire (o); and although he denounced 
the archbiſhop of Sens, the biſhops of Aulun, Vis 


wviers, and Orleans, and ſuch others of the French 
clergy as had ſworn to maintain and ſupport the 
eccletiaſtical code decreed by the national affem- 


bly, ſuſpended from the exerciſe of their eccleſi- 


aſtical functions; he does not charge them with 
having violated any temporal ſubjection or alle- 
giance due to him, in conſequence of their con- 


ſecration oath ; notwithſtanding their having in- 


vaded both his temporal and ſpiritual rights (p). : 


It is therefore a groſs inſult offered to the under- 
{tanding and feelings of the Iriſh Roman Catho- 


lic biſhops, to charge them with perjury or infin- 


cerity in taking the oath of allegiance to his ma- 
jeſty, by repreſenting it as incompatible with 
with their oath of canonical obedience to the 


(n) See above P. 35. 

(e) Sed nec vera eſt commentitia juramenti colliſio cum 
legibus & conſtitutionibus Imperii. Reſp. Pii. vi. ad Metr. 
1789. Ed. Leod. P. 399. (e) Brevia Pii vi. ad Card. de 
Lomenie, nec non ad clerum & populum gallicgnum. 23 
Feb. 13. Ap. 1791. & 19 Mar. 1792, | ., 

| Pope, 
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purely ſpiritual and. eccleſiaſtical. The Pontifical 
itſelf ' expreſsly determines, that the obedience 
promiſed by our biſhops at their conſecration, 
is merely canonical ; as appears from the following 


queſtions, which the n prelate puts to 
the biſhop elect. 


= Qusſtion II. Are you willing t to receive, to 
teach, and obſerve with veneration, the tra- 
ditions of the Orthodox Fathers, and the de- 


, cretal conſtitutions of the holy and apoltolical 
See? 


. . 
la) La) 


Anſwer. I am willing. 


Ruef. III. Are you willing to render entire 
fidelity, ſubjection, and obedience to Bleſſed Peter 
the Apoſtle, to whom the power of looſing and 
binding was Bos N. by God; and to his rien 
dur Lord the Pope N. N. and to his ſucceſſors the 
Biſhops of Rome, according to canonical au: 
hority + 3 


Anſ. I am villing (in). 


We need not remark, that decretal conſtitutions 
and canonical authority, in the general acceptation 


() 3 II. Vis traditiones orthodoxorum patrum, ac de- 
cretales ſanctæ & apoſtolicæ ſedis conſtitutiones veneranter 
ſuſcipere, docere, ac ſervate? R. Volo. 


II. Vis beato Petro Apoſtolo, cui a Deo data eft po- 
teſtas ligandi, ac ſolvendi; 9 7 5 vicario Domino 728 
Domino V. Pape N. ſuiſque ſucceſſoribus, Romanis Pon- 
tificibus, fidem, ſubjeftionem, & gbedientiam, ſecundum 
canonicam 8 nia) exhibere ? R. Volo. 
| Pont. Rom. de Confecrar ect. in Epiſe. N 
Q 
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of our canoniſts, are confined to objects purely 
ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical; and that of courſe, 
the conſecration oath of our biſhops can extend 
to no other; unleſs we admit a palpable contra- 
diction in the pontifical. The oath, as we have 


already obſerved, (n) is no more than a bond of 


that union with the Holy See, which all Catholic 


biſhops are obliged to preſerve, and of the reſpe& 


they owe to the ſucceſſors of St. Peter. 


In this ſenſe only has it been taken by all Ca- 


tholic Biſhops. The preſent Pope in a letter to 


the metropolitans of Germany declares, that there 
is nothing in it contrary to the laws and cuſtoms 
of the empire (o); and although he denounced 
the archbiſhop of Sens, the biſhops of Aulun, Vis 


wviers, and Orleans, and ſuch others of the French 
clergy as had ſworn to maintain and ſupport the 


eccletiaſtical code decreed by the national aſſem- 
bly, ſuſpended from the exerciſe of their eccleſi- 


aſtical functions; he does not charge them with 


having violated any temporal ſubjection or alle- 


giance due to him, in conſequence of their con- 


{ecration oath ; notwithſtanding their having in- 


vaded both his temporal and ſpiritual rights (p). 


It is therefore a groſs inſult offered to the under- 
{ſtanding and feelings of the Iriſh Roman Catho- 
lic biſhops, to charge them with perjury or inſin- 
cerity in taking the oath of allegiance to his ma- 
jeſty, by repreſenting it as incompatible with 
with their oath of canonical obedience to the 


(n) See above P. 35. | 
(os) Sed nec vera eſt commentitia juramenti colliſio cum 
legibus & conſtitutionibus Imperii. Reſp. Pii. vi. ad Metr. 
1789. Ed. Leod. P. 399. (p) Brevia Pii vi. ad Card. de 
Lomenie, nec non ad clerum & populum gallicgnum. 23 
Feb. 13. Ap. 1791. & 19 Mar. 1792. | . 
| | Pope, 
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Pope, who alone is empywered to alter it. The 
form, or wording of it, may not appear to every 
on as neceſfiry now as in times of ſchiſm, anar- 
„ and Violence, when it was firſt adopted ; 
Air as, Thomaffinus who makes this remark?” 


oblerv a, le f it is better to ufe remedies that are 


e not abſolutely neceſſary, than fall into thoſe 
« evils that have hereto ore made them necel⸗ 


9 ſary (2). nx 


We now hope that after what we and 
others (7) have obſerved on the general com- 
plexion and tendency of this famous oath, any 
explanation of its particular claufes is «: necef- 


fary. Under this hope we woult reſt tatisfied, if 


tha learned writer of the Efjay already mention- 
ed (5), had not in very few lines repeated the moſt 
malevolent. comments on the words perſequar & 
impugnabo, in order to alarm the proteſtant mind, 
and to deter the legiflature, if poſſibic, from re- 
ſtoring the elective franchiſe to the Roman Catho- 
lics of Treland (). The true meaning of theſe 
words, and abſurdity of different forced inter- 
terpretations of them, have been already demon- 
ſtrated from correct grammar, ſound logic, and 
the nature of things, by Catholic writers (%; to 


whoſe publications we beg leave to refer this gen- 


tleman; and ſhall only add for your further in- 
ſtruction, and general information, the reſult of 
a correſpondence with the Holy See, which ought, 


in future, to diſſipate every cavil, and effettually 


prevent further controverſy on that ſubject. 


(9) See the divine right of Epiſcopacy by Rerd. J. 
Milner, London, 1791. Thomas ch. 46. () See Dr. 
Butler's Juſtification-. OLeary's Defence. Milner ib. 
(5) P. 32 & 38. (%) P. 129. (u) See Dr. Butler's Juſ- 
tificatton. O Leary s Defence, Milner ibid. Th 
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The Roman Catholic archbithops of Ireland 
at their laſt meeting in Dublin, addreſſed a letter 
to the Pope, wherein they deſcribed the mifre- 
preſentations that had been recently publiſhed of 
their conſecration oath, and great injury to the 


Catholic body ariſing from them: They ex- 


preſſed their fulleſt conviction that the oath oblig- 
ing them only to canonical obedience to his Ho- 
lineſs, and communion with the centre of unity, 
was perfectly reconcileable with their loyalty as 
ſubjects, and the allegiance they had fworn to 
their gracious ſovereign king George III. They 
profeſſed a determination to obſerve both oaths 
and to preſerve their communion with the Holy 
See inviolate : Reflecting, however, on the ig- 
norance of molt Proteſtants reſpecting the oath, 
with which they ſeemed only acquainted from the 
calumnious publications againlt it: The prelates 
abovementioned ſuggeſted to the Pope, that ſome 
declaration or explanation of the oath, and par- 
ticularly of the words—Hereticos perſequar & 
impugnabo, from himſelf, or by his authority 
would, probably, remove the alarms of well 
meaning Proteſtants, and confound the preju- 
diced : who by their miſrepreſentations of the 
oath endeavoured to blaſt the proſpe&s and ex- 
pectations of Catholics to obtain an emanci- 
pation from the penal code; which they had rea- 
ſon to hope for, from the clemency of his ma- 


jeſty, and wiſdom of the legiſlature. They con- 


cluded, with ſubmitting theſe conſiderations ta 


his Holinels, and requeſting an anſwer whenever 
his conſtant ſolicitude for the univerſal church, 


and occupations would permit, 


After. 
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After due deliberation at Rome, the congre- 
gation of cardinals appointed to ſuperintend the 
eccleſiaſtical affairs of theſe kingdoms, returned 
the following anſwer, by the authority and com- 
mand of his Holineſs : It is faithfully tranſlated 
from the latin original, a true copy of which is 
tranſcribed on the oppoſite columns. | 


Moſt illuſtrious and moſt 


reverend Lords, as 
Brothers. 


We perceive from 
your late letter the great 
uneaſineſs you labour 
under ſince the publi- 
cation of a pamphlet, 
entitled The preſent 
fate of the church of lre- 
land—from which our 
detracters have taken 


occaſion to renew the 


old calumny againſt the 
Catholic religion with 
increaſed acrimony ; 
namely, that this rel 
gion is by no means 
compatible with the 
ſafety of kings and re- 
publics; becauſe, as 
they fay, the Roman 
Pontiff being the father 
and maſter of all Ca- 
tholics, and invefted 
with ſuch great autho- 
rity, that he can free 
the ſubjects of other 
kingdoms 


Perilluſtres & Rmi. Do- 
mini uti Fratres. 


Ex nuperis literis vef- 
tris ſummopere vos com- 
moveri intelleximus, 
quod cum in lucem pro- 
dierit quidam libellus 
de pra ſenti Statu Ecelgiæ 
Hiberniaæ, occaſionem 
inde cœperint obtrecta- 
tores noſtri, veteris ca- 
lumniæ adverſus Catho- 
licam religionem acrius 
refricandæ, nullo ſcili- 
cet modo poſſe hanc ſal- 
va regum, ac rerum- 
publicarum incolumi- 
tate, conſiſtere. Cum 
enim, inquiunt, Roma- 
nus pontifex omnium 
Catholicorum pater ac 
magiſter ſit, ac tanta 


præditus aucloritate, ut 
aliorum regnorum ſub- 
ditos a fide, ac ſacramen- 

ta 


6 


kingdoms from their 
fidelity and oaths of al- 
legiance to kings and 
princes; he has it in 
his power, they con- 
tend, to cauſe diſturb- 
ances and injure the 
public tranquillity of 
kingdoms with eafe. 
We wonder that you 
could be uneaſy at theſe 
complaints, eſpecially 
after your molt excel- 
lent brother and apoſ- 
tolical fellow-labourer 
the archbiſhop of 
Caſhel (x), and other 
ſtrenuous defenders of 
the rights of the Holy 
vee, had evidently re- 
tuted, and explained 
away theſe flanderous 
reproaches in their ce- 
lebrated writings. What 
advantage then can re- 
fult from any new de- 
claration of this apoſ- 
tolical See, which you 
requeſt, for the purpoſe 


of defending, explain- 


ing, and vindicating her 
rights from accuſations ? 
It would only tend to 
raiſe up freſn enemies 
. againſt 


(x) The late truly excellent Doctor James Butler, Who. 


to regibus, ac principi- 
bus præſtito relaxare 
poſſit, eumdem facili ne- 
gotio turbas ciere, ac 
publicæ regnorum tran- 


quillitati nocere poſſe 


propugnant. Miramur 
his vos querelis turbari 
potuiſſe, cum præſertim 


præclariſſimus iſte frater 


veſter & conſors apoſto- 
lici muneris Archiepiſ- 
copus Caſſellienſis, alii- 
que ſtrenui jurium apoſ- 
tolicæ ſedis defenſores 
maledicta iſta convicia 
egregiis ſcriptis refuta- 
rint plane ac diluerint. 
Quid 1gitur proderit, 
novam nunc quemad- 
modum petitis, edi ab 
hac apoſtolica ſede de- 
clarationem, ut ſua jura 
tuentur, explicet, atque 
a criminationibus vindi- 
cet? Nihil hoc eſſet 
alind, quam adverſus 
ipſammet Catholicam fi- 
dem novos excitare hoſ- 
tes. Ea enim eſt hujus 

5 noſtri 


departed this liſe in July 1791: A moſt zealous pious 


prelate and loyal ſubject. 


| 
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againſt tHe Catholic 
faith itſelf: For it is 
the deſign and determi- 
nation of evil-minded 
men in theſe times, to 
combat the very faith, 
under the pretence of 
attacking the rights of 
the apoſtolical See; and 
to overturn and deſtroy 
the union with the apol- 
tolic chair of Peter, 
which Catholic churches 
all over the world ſtead- 
faſtly preſerve : Do not 


then be diſmayed at 


theſe attempts: Their 
calumnies have been al- 
ready often refuted; ſo 
that all they can do now 
is to revive the old ones 
as new, to muſter up 
their ſcattered forces, 
to weave over again the 


ſame looſened cobwebs. 


That moſt holy biſhop, 
not leſs celebrated for 
his wiſdom than his pie- 
ty, St. Francis of Sales 
was perfectly convinced 
that theſe reproaches 
were repeated, and pro- 
pagated amongſt the vul- 
gar, merely to raiſe tu- 
mult, and to render 
weak minds uneaſy: Of 
this he has recorded a 
* . clear 


noſtri temporis impro- 
borum hominum mens, 
atque ammus, ut dum 
certare ſe ſimulant ad- 
verſus apoſtolicæ ſedis 
jura, contra ipſam ta- 
men fidem intentant aci- 
em, eamque unitatem, 


quam Catholicæ uni- 


verſi orbis eccleſiæ cum 
apoſtolica Petri cathe- 
dra ſirmiſſimè retinent, 
convellere, ac labifac- 
tare conantur. Itaque 
ad hujuſmodi conatus 
nolite expaveſcere; jam 


enim toties eorum ca- 


lumniæ repulſæ ſunt, ut 
nihil nunc agant, quam 
vetera ut nova propo- 
nere, inſtaurare disjecta, 
detenta retexere. Pro- 
be jam noverat Sanctiſſi- 
mus ille, nec ſapientia 
minus quam pietatis 
laude clariſſimus antiſ- 
tes Franciſcus Saleſius, 
nonnif ad ciendas tur- 
bas, atque ad imbecil- 
los animos commoven- 
dos, agitari hæc paſſim, 
ac in vulgus jactari. 


Qua de re luculentiſ- 


ſimum ille teſtimoni- 
| um 
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a 


clear teſtimony in his 
, 64th letter, vol. vi. 
edit. Paris 1758; which 
we earneſtly adviſe you 
not only to peruſe, but 
likewiſe to conſider it 


as a prudent regulation 


to direct your conduct. 
Do you alſo 
the treachery in like 
manner, and teach the 
people committed to 
your care what is right; 
that they may learn to 
avoid the ſnares that are 
laid for them, leſt they 
ſhould go aſtray. This 
as being not only be- 
coming your piety, but 
alſo deriving from your 
authority, will make 
the deeper impreſſion on 
the minds of the faith- 
ful committed to your 
paſtoral care, and will 
prove your vindication 


againſt the calumnies of 


flanderers. We judge 


from our opinion of 


your learning, that the 
rights of the apoſto- 
lic See cannot be un- 
known to you, and that 
you are not unacquaint- 


troverſy 


diſcover 


gumentis 


um edidit epiſtola 764. 
tom. vi. Edit. Pariſien. 
An 1758; quam vobis, 
non perlegendam modo, 
ſed ut providam adhi- 
bend» moderationis 
normam pre oculis ha- 
bendam valde conſuli- 
mus. Eodem exemplo, 
vos quoque inſidias de- 


tegite, & populos veſtræ 


ſollicitudini commiſſos 


docete, quæ recta ſunt, 


ut a laqueis, quos ante 
pedes ſtruunt, declinare 
diſcant, ne in tranſver- 
ſum agantur. Id ſane 


cum veltra pietate dig- 


num, tum etiam a veſ- 
tra auctoritate profec- 
tum, multo magis fide- 
lium veſtræ paſtorali 
curz concreditorum 
mentibus inſidebit, at- 
que abobtrectatorum ca- 
lumniis vindicabit. Mi- 
nime enim vobis pro 


veſtra doctrina ignotum 


eſſe arbitramur, quæ- 
nam ſint apoſtolicæ ſe- 
dis jura, quibuſque ar- 
propugnari 


poſſint. In hac cauſa 


illud accuratiſſime ft 
ed with the arguments | 
by which they can be 
ſupported. in this con- 


diſtin- 


[ 
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troverſy a moſt accurate 
diſcrimination ſhould be 
made between the ge- 
nuine rights of the 
apoſtolical See, and 
thoſe that are imputed 
to it by 
this age, for the purpoſe 
of calumniating. The 
See of Rome never taught, 
that faith is not to be 
kept with the Heterodox : 
That an oath to kings ſe- 
parated from Catholic 
communion, can be vio- 
lated : That it is lawful 
for the biſhop of Rome to 
invade their temporal 
rights, and dominions. 
We tos conſider an at- 
tempt or deſign again/t 
the life of kings and 
princes, even under the 


innovators of 


diſtinguendum, quæ ſibi 
jure optimo vindicet 
apoſtolica ſedes ab iis 
quz ad inferendam ca- 
lumniam a novatoribus 
hujus ſeculi eidem affi- 
guntur. Nunquam Ro- 
mana ſedes docuit. He- 
terodoxis fidem non eſſe 
ſervandam ; viclari poſſe 
juramentum, regibus a 
Catholica communione dif- 
ñſunctis praſtitum ; ponti- 
fici Romano licere tempo- 
ralia eorum jura, at do- 
minia invadere. Hor- 
rendum vero, ac deteſt a- 
bile facinus etiam apud 
nos et, fe quis unquam, 
atque etiam religionis 
prætextu, in regum ac 
principum vitam audeal 
quidpiam, aut moliatur, 


.pretext of religion, as an 


HORRID AND DETES'TAs® 
-BLE CRIME, 


His Holineſs Pius VI. 
has not, however, diſ- 
regarded your requeſts ; 
and therefore, in order 
to effectually remove 
every occaſion of cavil 
and calumny, which, 
as you write, fome bor- 
row from the words in 
the form of. oath of 


Verum neque etiam 
in nullo pretio haber 
voluit poſtulationes veſ- 
tras ſanctiſſimus ponti- 
fex Pius VI. Ut enim 
omnis carpendi, ac ca- 
lumniandi eradicetur 
occaſio, quam quidam, 


ut ſcribitis, ſumunt ex 
| verbis formulæ juramen- 
obedience - 4 | 


1 


obedlence to the Apoſ- 
tolic See, that biſhops 
are required to take at 
their conſecration — [ 
will proſecute and oppoſe 
'Heretics, Fc. to the ut- 
moſt of my power (y), 
which words are mahi- 
ciouſly interpreted as 
the ſignal of war againſt 
heretics, authoriſing 
perſecution and aſſault 
againſt them as ene- 
mies; whereas the pur- 
ſuit, and oppoſition to 
heretics which the bi- 
ſhops undertake, are to 
be underſtood as refer- 
ring to their ſolicitude 
and efforts in convinc- 
ing heretics of their 
error, and procuring 
their reconciliation with 
(che Catholic church: 
His Holineſs has graci- 
ouſly condeſcended to 
ſubſtitute in place of 
the antient form of oath, 
that one which was pub- 
licly repeated by the 
archbiſhop of Mohilow, 
to the great ſatisfaction 
of all the court of Pe- 

terſburgh 


_ 


ti obedientlæ apoſtolic 
ſedi præſtandæ, & ab 
epiſcopis in eorum con- 
ſeeratione adhibendæ, 
Hereticos pro poſſe per ſc 
quar & impugnaby, & 
quam quaſi claſſicum ad 
bellum us indicendum, 
& tanquam hoſtes per- 
ſequendos, atque impug- 
nandos malevole inter- 
pretantur, non intelli- 
gentes, eam perlecu- 
tionem, atque impugna- 
tionem, quam contra 
hæreticos epiſcopi ſuſci- 
piunt, ad illud ſtudium, 
ac conatum referri, quo 
eos ad ſaniorem mentem 


perducere, ac eccleſiæ 


Catholicæ reconciliare 
nituntur, SAN CTITAS 
SUA benignè annuit, ut 
loco præcedentis jura 
menti formulæ, altera 
ſubrogetur quæ ab Ar- 
chiepiſcopo Mohilovien- 
i, tota plaudente Petro- 
politana aula, ipfaque 
Imperatrice adſtante, pa- 


() No one word in the Engliſh language correſponds 
exactly to perſequar as uſed hete. It never ſignifies perſecu- 
tion. We have adopted the biſhop of Cloyne's tranſlation 
of it. See Doctor Butler's Juſtification, p. $5. & eq. 
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terſburgh, in preſence 
'of the- empreſs; and 


which we tranſmit to 


you with this letter. 


Mean ume moſt i- 


luſtrious prelates, you 
who are the ſentinels of 


the Lord, and by the 
inſpiration of divine 


grace and favor of 


the apoſtolic See have 
-undertaken the. admi- 


niſtration of thoſe moſt 
reſpectable Iriſh Sees; 


adhere with firmneſs to 


this chair of Peter, in 


which the Lord has de- 


poſited the word of 
truth. Preach the goſ- 


pel of Chriſt in all pa- 


tience and doctrine: 
Shew yourſelves on all 
occaſions the example 
of good works, in learn- 
ing, in integrity, in 


gravity, the found word, 
irreprehenſible. If you 


conduct - yourſelves in 


this manner, as we 


doubt not but you 
do, and will continue 
to do with increaſed ar- 


dour, you will not only 
by .your fortitude, and 
| conitancy | 


(48 ) 


lam perlecta eſt, quaiti- 
que his litteris alligatam 
ad vos tranſmittimus. 


Czterum, præſules 
ampliſſimi, qui iſthic 


agitis excubias Domini, 
florentiſſimaſque iſtas 
_ Hibernie eccleſias, di- 
vina gratia adſpirante, 


ex apoltolice ſedis gra- 


tia adminiſtrandas ſuſ- 
cepiſtis, huic Petri ca- 


thedr æ in qua Dominus 
poſuit verbum veritatis, 


firmiter adherete. Præ- 
dicate evangelium Chriſ- 


ti in omni patientia, ac 


doctrina: In omnibus 


præbete voſmetipſos ex- 


emplum bonorum ope- 
rum, in doctrina, in in- 
tegritate, in gravitate, 
verbum ſanum, irrepre- 


henſibile. Hæc ſi fece- 
ritis, quemadmodum 


jam feciſſe, et deinceps 
incenſius facturos non 


dubitamus, non modo 
veſtra virtute, ac con- 
ſtantia male contextas 


calumnias propullabitis, 


verum 


C20 -3 


conſtancy ſet thoſe ill- 
contrived calumnies at 
defiance, but even your 


adverſarics ſhall be 
aſhamed, having no evil 


to ſay of you. 


In reality, who is 
there that does not 
know what the Roman 
church the mother and 
miſtreſs of all others, 
preaches, teaches, and 
commands, on the du- 
ty of obedience from 
ſubjects to earthly pow- 
ers? 


At the very com- 
mencement of the yet 
infant church, bleſſed 
Peter prince of the 
Apoſtles inſtructing the 
faithful, exhorted them 
in theſe words, „Be 
ye ſubject to every human 
creature for God's ſake : 
Whether it be to the king 
as excelling, or to go- 


vernors as ſent. by him, 


for the puniſhment of evil 
doers, and for the praiſe 
F the good; for ſo is the 
will of God, that by do- 
ing well you may ſilence 
the ignorance of fooliſh 
men,” The Catholic 

church 


verum etiam qui ex ad- 
verſo ſunt verebuntur, 
nihil habentes malum di- 
ccre de wobis. 


Enimvero quis eſt, 
cui non perſpicua ſint 
illa quæ eccleſia Ro- 
mana omnium mater & 
magiſtra de præſtanda a 
ſubditis ſeculi poteſtati- 
bus, obedientia, prædi- 
cat, docet, ac præci- 
pit? 


Ab ipſo naſcentis ec- 
cleſiæ exordio prin- 
ceps apoſtolorum bea- 


tus Petrus fideles in- 


ſtruens, ita eos hor- 
tabatur—Swubjecti ęſtote 
omni humane creature 
propter Deum : Sive re- 


gi, quaſi præcellenti, five 


ducibus, tanquam ab eo 
miſs ad vindictam male- 


factorum, laudem vero 


bonorum, quia fic eft vo- 
luntas Dei, ut benefacien- 
tes obmuteſcere facialis 
imprudentiam hominun: 
ignorantium,—His pre- 
ceptis inſtituta Catholica 

eccleſia 

Þ | 


1 


church being directed 
dy theſe precepts, the 
moſt renowned cham- 
pions of the chriſtian 
name replied to the 
Gentiles when raging 
againſt them, as enemies 
of the empire, with fu- 
rious hatred ; we are all 
eonſtantly praying (Ter- 
tullian in Apologet. 
chap. xxx.) hat all the 
emperors mayenjoylong life; 


F. government, à loyal 


ouſhold, a brave army, a 
faithful ſenate, an honeſt 
people, and general tran- 
Gan. The biſhops. of 

ome have not ceaſed 
to inculcate this doc- 
trine, eſpecially to miſ- 
ſionaries, leſt any ill 
will ſhould be excited 
- againſt the profeſſors of 
the Catholic faith, in 
the mind of thoſe who 
are enemies of the chriſ- 
tian name. We pals 
over the illuſtrious 
proofs of this fact pre- 
ſerved in the records of 
antient Roman pontiffs; 


of which yourſelves are 


not ignorant. We think 
proper, notwithſtand- 
ing, to remind you of 
a late admonition of 
that moſt wiſe Pope 

BENE- 


eccleſia, quum gentiles 
furentibus odiis adver- 
ſus chriſtianos, tanquam 
imperii hoſtes debacca- 
rentur, præclariſſimi 
chriſtiani nominis de- 
fenſores reſpondebant: 
Precantes (Tertul. in 
Apologet. cap. 30) 
ſumus omnes ſemper pro 
omnibus Imperatoribus, 
vitam illis prolixam, im- 
perium ſecurum, domum 
tutam, exercitum fortem, 
ſenatum fidelem, populum 
probum,orbem quietum.— 
Id ipſum Romani pon- 
tifices Petri ſucceſſores 
inculcare non deſtite- 
rant, præſertim ad miſ- 
ſionarios, ne ulla Ca- 
tholicæ ſidei cultoribus, 
ab hoſtibus Chriſtiani 
nominis crearetur invi- 
dia. Præclariſſima in 
hanc rem veterum Ro- 
manorum pontificum 
monumenta proferre 
pretermittimus quæ vos 
ipſi non ignoratis. Ve- 
rum nuperrimum ſapi— 
entiſſimi pontificis Be- 

nedicti 


BENEDIC T XIV. who in 
his regulations for the 
Engliſh miſſions, which 
are likewiſe applicable 
to you, ſpeaks thus, 
& The vicars apoſtolic (b) 


are to take diligent care 


that the miſſionaries be- 
have on all occaſions with 
integrity and decorum, 
and thus become good mo- 
dels to others; and par- 
ticularly that they be al- 
ways ready to celebrate 
the ſacred offices, to com- 
municate proper in/truc- 
tions to the people, and to 
comfort the fick with their 
afhiſtance ; that they by 
all means avoid public aj- 
ſemblies of idle men, and 
taverns .« .. The wvicars 
themſelves are particu- 
larly charged to puniſh in 
fuch manner as they can, 
but ſeverely, all thc 
who do not ſpear of the 
public government ith 


reſpect.” 


(5 


England 


) 


nedicti XIV. monitum 
vobis in memoriam re- 
vocare arbitramur, qui 
in 118 regulis, quas pro 
miſſionibus Anglicanis 
obſervandas propoſuit, 
quzzque vobis commu— 
nes ſunt, ita inquit.— 
Sedulo incumbant vicarii 
apoſtolici, ut miſſionarii 
probe hone/teque in omni— 
bus fe gerant, quo. aliis 
bono exemplo int; & 
inprimis jacris officigs cele- 
brandis, upportunijque 
injtitutionibus populc tra- 
dendis, atque infirmis gpe- 
ra 2 ſublevandis pre- 
Js. /unt, ut a Publicis gt io- 
forum calibus, & caupbo— 
nis mmi mode caveant . . . 
At potiffumum ip/rmet bi- 
carii, an qua P% Tut 
ii, JEVEre IAMEN il- 
10 Pieetg uy Hr Je vub- 
tics regiming cum hyngre 
ſermouem non vavent. 
1leitts 


() The Roman Catholic biſhops in England being with- 


our fees in that King! IN, are not or. angles. 


They are dle- 


nominated from me of the anviem 3 nirithing fees, moſt- 
ly in the Ottoman domint ens: and deriving - their jurit- 
diction emirely from the apoGolical Ser, they are ſtued 
car +paftalic, or . „ol cal Y cars. (ts is the cate ain 
in Scotland, Hollans, ard fone her Proteftant fiates. 
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England herſelf can 
witneſs the deep rooted 
impreſſions ſuch admo- 
nitions have made on 
the minds of Catho- 
lics. It is well known, 
that in the late war 


which had extended to 


the greater part of Ame- 
rica, when moſt flou- 
riſhing provinces inha- 
bited almoſt entirely by 
perſons ſeparated 1 
the Catholic church, 
had renounced the go- 
vernment of the king 
of Great Britain ; the 
province of Canada 
alone, filled as it is with 
almoſt innumerable Ca- 


tholics, although art-- 


fully tempted, and not 


F forgetful of the old 


rench government, re- 
mained moſt faithful in 
its allegiance to Eng- 
land. o you, moſt 
excellent prelates, con- 
verſe frequently on theſe 


principles: Often re- 


mind your ſuffragan 
prelates of them: When 
preaching to your peo- 
ple, exhort them again 
and again 10 honor all 
men, to love the brother- 

| hood, 


Teſtis autem Anglia 
ipſamet eſſe poteſt quam 
alte iſtiusmodi monita in 
Catholicorum animis ra- 
dicitus egerint. In nu- 
pero enim, quo tota 
fere America conflagra- 
vit bello, cum florentiſ- 
ſimæ provinciæ, in qui- 
bus univerſa fere gens a 
Catholica eccleſia dis- 
juncta immoratur, mag- 
nz Brittanniz regis im- 
perium abjeciflent, ſola 
Canadenſis provincia, 
quæ Catholicis pene in- 
numeris conſtat, quam- 
quam callidis artibus 
tentata, atque etiam 
aviti Gallorum dominii 
haud immemor, in ob- 
ſequio tamen Anglorum 
perſtitet fideliſſime. 
Hæc vos, egregii antiſ- 
tites, crebris uſurpate 
ſermonibus, hæc epiſco- 
pis ſuffraganeis veſtris 


ſæpius in memoriam re- 


vocate. Cum ad popu- 
lum pro concione verba 
facitis, iterum atque 
iterum illum admonete, 
omnes Honorare, frater- 
nitatem diligere, Deum 
| timere, 
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hood, to fear God, to ho- 
nor the king. 


Thoſe duties of a 
chriſtian are to be che- 
riſhed in every kingdom 
and ſtate, but particular- 
ly in your own of Great 
Britain and Ireland, 
where, from the bene- 
volence of a moſt wiſe 
king and other moſt 
excellent rulers of thoſe 
kingdoms towards Ca- 
L 9 no cruel and 
grievous burden is im- 
poſed ; and Catholics 
themſelves experience a 
mild and gentle go- 
vernment. If you pur- 
ſue this line of conduct 
unanimouſly, if you act 
in the ſpirit of charity, 
if while you direct the 
people of the Lord, you 
have nothing in view 


but the ſalvation of 


ſouls, adverſaries will 
be aſhamed (we repeat 
it) to calumniate, and 
will freely acknowledge 
that the Catholic faith 
is of heavenly deſcent, 
and calculated not onl 

to procure a bleſſed life; 


but likewiſe as St. Au- 


guſtin obſerves in his 
138th 


timere, regem honorifi- 
care. 


Quz quidem chriſ- 
tiani hominis officia 
cum in omni reg10, 
atque imperio colenda 
ſunt, tum maxime in 
iſtis veſtris Brittannico 
& Hibernico, in quibus 
regis ſapientiſſimi, alio- 
rumque præclariſſimo- 
rum regni proco ea 
eſt in Catholicos volun- 
tas, ut non aſperum, ac 
grave jugum imponant 
cervicibus veſtris, ſed 
leni, ac blando regimine 
ipſi etiam Catholici u- 
tantur. Hanc agendl ra- 


tionem ſi unanimes reti- 


nueritis, ſi omnia veſ- 
tra in charitate fiant, ſi 
id unum, reſpexeritis in 
regenda plebe Domini, 
ſalutemnimirum anima- 
rum verebuntur, (ĩterum 
confirmamus) adverſarii 
quidpiam dicere de vo- 
bis, ultroque fatebun- 
tur, Catholicam fidem 
non modo ad beatam vi- 
tam aſſequendam, ſed 


etiam ut Divus Auguſti- 
nus inquit (Ep. 138.) in 


epiſtola 


138th letter addrcfied 
to Marcellinus, to pro- 
mote the moſt laſting 
peace of this earthly 
city, inaſmuch as it is 
the fafeſt prop and ſhield 
of kingdoms, Let thoſe 
who ſay, (the words are 
thoſe of the holy doctor) 
that the doctrine of Chriſt 
is hoſtile to the republic, 
. produce an army of ſuch 
11 ſoldiers as the dettrine of 
i CPI has Tequired ; let 

| them furniſh ſuch inba— 
| bitants of provinces, ſuch 

| huſbands, ſuch wives,ſuch 
; | parents, ſuch children, 
if ſuch majlers, ſuch ſer- 
i | vants, ſuch kings, ſuch 
5 Fudges, finally ſuch payers 


the revenue, as the dloc- 
trine of Chriſt enzoins ; 
and then they may dare 
to aſſert ihat ii is inimical 
Wl to the republic : Raiher 
li) I let them not heſutate to 
1 _ acknowledge, that it ia, 
when prattiſed, of great 
advantage to the repub- 
lic. The ſame holy 
dockor, and all the other 
fathers of the church 
with one voice moſt 
clearly demonſtrate by 
Wl  - invincible arguments, 
"8 that the whole of this 
ſalutary 


1 of debts, and collectors of 


N 


epiſtola ad Marcellinum, 
ad terrenæ hujus civita- 
tis firmiſſimam pacem, 
atque ad regnorum Co- 
lumen, ac præſidium 
tutiſimum a cœlo eſſe 
delapſam: Qui doctri- 
nam Chriſti, verba ſunt 
S. Doctoris, adverſam 
dicunt effe reipublicæ, 
dent exercitum talem, qua- 
les doftrina Chriſti eſſe 
milites fuſſit; dent tales 
provinciales, tales mari— 
tos, tales conjuges, tales 
parentes, tales filios, tales 
dominos, tales ſervos,tales 
reges, tales judices, tales 
denique debitorum reddi- 
tores, & exadttores ipfits 


fiſei, quales effe pracipit 


doctrina chriftiana, & 
audeant cum dicere ad- 
verſam efſe reipublice ; 
imo vero nan dubitent 
eam confiteri magnam, ft 
ei abtemperetur, ſalutem 
e reipublice. — Hujus 
porro ſalutatis doctrine 
conſtantem, ac firmam 
integritatem nonnifi in 
Catholica ſocietate con- 
ſiſtere, ac vigere, quæ 
videlicet communione 
cum Romana ſede velut 

ſacro 


3 


ſalutary doctrine cannot 
exiſt with permanent 
conſiſtency and 4 ſtability 17 
or flouriſh, except 1n 
the Catholic ſociety, 
which is ſpread, and 
preſerved all over the 
world by communion 
with the See of Rome 
as a ſacred bond of 
__ divinely connect- 

both. From our very 
high eſteem and affecti- 
on for you, We earneſt- 
ly wiſh that the great 
God may very long pre- 
ſerve you ſafe. Farewell. 


Rome 23. June 1791. 
As your lordſhip's moſt 
affectionate brother, 
L. Cardinal Antonelli Prefect. 
A. Archbiſhop, Adanen, 
Secretary. 
To the Lords Archbi- 


ſhops of the kingdom 
of reland, 


From an audience had 
of his Holineſs on the 
ninth day of June, 
1791. 


THE archbiſhops me- 
tropolitans of the king- 
dom of Ireland repre- 

ſented 


ſacro unitatis vinculo 


divinitus adſtricta per 
totum orbem diffundi- 
tur, ac ſuſtentatur, idem 
8. Doctor, cxterique 


unanimi conſenſu eccle- 


ſiæ patres invictis plane 
argumentis apertiſſime 
demonſtrant. Deus op- 
timus maximus vos in- 
culumes diutiſſime ſer- 
vet quemadmodum e- 
nixe optamur pro ſum- 
mo noſtro erga vos ſtu- 
dio ac voluntate. Va- 
lete. 


Romæ, 23 Junii, 1791. 


Amplitudinum veſtrarum 
uri frater ſtudioſiſſimus, 


L. Cardinalis Antonellus Præſectus,. 


A. Archiepiſcopus Adanen. 
Secretarius, 
Dominis Archiepiſcopis 
Regni Hiberniæ. 


Ex audentia ſanctiſſimi 
habita die 9 Junii, 
1791, 


Archiepiſcopi metro- 
politani totius regni Hi- 
berniz Sanctiſſimo do- 

mino 
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ſented to his Holineſs, 


that from the ignorance 
or malice of ſome per- 


ſons, certain expreſſions 


in the form of the oath 
preſcribed in the Roman 
Ritual to be taken by 
biſhops at their conſe- 
cration, and by arch- 
biſhops on receiving the 
Pall (c), have been miſ- 
interpreted, which has 


added new perplexities 


to thoſe which they 
daily experience in a 
kingdom where the Ca- 
tholic faith is not the 
religion of the ſtate: 
Wherefore, they hum- 
bly requeſted, if it ſhould 
appear expedient to his 
Holineſs, that he would 
'vouchſafe to apply a re- 
medy by ſome act of 
his apoſtolical vigilance. 
His Holineſs on this re- 
port being made to him 


by 


mino expoſuerunt quo- 


rumdam inſcitia vel im- 


probitate in alienum ſen- 
ſum detorqueri quaſdam 
voces, quæ reperiuntur 
in formula juramenti ab 
epiſcopis in eorum con- 
ſecratione, atque ab 
archiepiſcopis in recep- 


tione pallii, juxta rituale 


Romanum preæſtandi, 
atque propterea cum 
præter eas difficultates, 
quæ in regno, in quo 


Catholica fides non do- 


minatur, quotidie oc- 
currunt, in novas etiam 
conjiciantur: Unde qua- 
tenus Sanctitati ſuæ op- 
portunum videatur, de- 
miſſe petere, ut aliqua 
apoſtolicæ providentiæ 
ratione conſulere digne- 
tur. Sanctitas ſua ad 
mei infraſcripti relatio- 

nem, 


(c) Fall is a ſacred ornament peculiar to archbiſhops, 
ſent. to them by the Pope as a ſymbol of metropolitical ju- 
riſdiction. Pope St. Gregory the Great mentions it in a 
letter to all the Illyrian bithops, lib. ii. Epiſt. and xxii. 
letter; alfo ibid. xx111. letter, vol. iii. edit. Paris 1714, where 
he ſays, that he ſent the Pall to archbiſhop John accord- 
ing to cuſtom, de More.” St. Gregory died in 604. John 
III. elected Pope in 560, in his letter to Edaldus archbiſhop 
of Vienne, mentions the Pall in like manner. Ibid. The 
figure of the Pall is conſpicuous in the primatial arms of 
the Proteſtant metropolitans of Armagh and Dublin, 


by me the underwritten, 
all circumſtances of the 
caſe maturely conſider- 
ed, was graciouſly pleaſ- 
ed to grant that the bi- 
ſhops of the kingdom of 
Ireland at their conſe- 
cration, and the arch- 
biſhops on receiving the 
Pall, may uſe the ſame 
form of oath, which 
was taken by the arch- 
biſhop of Mohilow (d) 
in the empire of the 
Moicovites by permiſ- 
ſion of his ſaid Holi- 
neſs; which is as fol- 
lows: 


I N. N. &c. as in 
the Roman Pontifical to 
the clauſe A/ Heretic, 
Schiſmatics, and Rebels, 
againſt our ſaid lord, and 


his ſucceſſors aforeſaid, 


I will, to the utmoſt of 


my power, proſecute and 
oppoſe (e which is en- 
tirely omitted: After- 
wards the words—the 
Cardinal Prefect of the 
S. Congregation for pro- 

pagating 


( 57 


) 
nem, rebus omnibus 
mature perpenſis, be- 
nigne indulſit, ut epiſ- 
copi regni Hiberniæ in 
eorum conſecratione, 
atque archiepiſcopi in 
receptione pallii ea 
utantur juramenti for- 
mula, qua ejuſdem Sanc- 
titatis ſuæ permiſſu, 
archiepiſcopus Mohilo- 
vienſis uſus eſt in Impe- 
rio Moſcorum, quz eſt 


hujuſmodi. 


Ego N. N. prout in 
pontificali Romano uſ- 
que ad clauſulam He- 
reticos, ſchiſmaticos, & 
rebelles, eidem domino 
noſtro, vel ſucceſſoribus 
prædictis, pro poſſe perſe- 
quar, & impugnabs— 
quæ penitus omittitur : 
Poſtea verba hac—Car- 
dinalem prefeftum ſacra 
Congregationis propagan- 

ag 


(4) Mohilow was ereCted into an archbiſhopric, with a 
chapter, by the preſent Pope. The firſt archbiſhop Sta- 


niſlaus Sieftrzencewez was appointed in a conſiſtory at 
Rome, 21 December 1783, and is ftill living. 


(e) Biſhop of Cloyne's tranſlation. 
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pagating the Faith, are 
ſubſlituted inſtead of e 
Cardinal Ponent in the 
Congregation of the Sa- 
cred Council, The form 
concludes with theſe 
words: I will obſerve 
all and every one of theſe 
things the more inviola- 
bly; as am 1 con- 
vinced that there is no- 
thing contained in them, 
which can be contrary to 
the fidelity I owe to the 
moſt ſerene king of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and 
to bis ſucceſſors to the 
throne. So help me God 
and thoſe holy Goſpels of 
God. And thus I pro- 
miſe, and engage. 


I N. N. Archbiſhop, 
or Biſhop, &c. 


Dared at Rome in the houſe 
of the ſaid Sacred Congrega- 
tion the 23d day of June, 


1791. 
IL. Cardinal Antonelli Prefect. 


A. Archbiſhop Adanen. 
Secretary. 


- 


Seal 


de fidei prepofite ſuffici- 
untur verbis—Cardina- 
lem proponentem in Con- 
gregatione ſacri concilii. 
Formula hiſce verbis 
terminatur: Hæc om- 
nia, & ſingula eo invio- 
labilius obſervabo, quo 
certior ſum nihil in illis 
contineri, quod fideli- 
tatt meæ erga ſereniſſi- 
mum magnæ Brittanniæ 
& Hiberniæ regem, ejuſ- 
que ad thronum ſucceſ- 
ſores debitæ adverſari 
poſſit. Sic me Deus ad- 


juvet, & hæc ſancta Dei 


Evangelia. Ita promit- 
to, et ſpopondo. 


Ego N. N. Archiepiſco- 


pus vel Epiſcopus, 
&c. | 


Datum Rome ex Xdibus 
præfatæ ſacre Congregatio- 
nis hac die 23 Junii, 1791. 


L. Cardinalis Anronellus Præfectus. 
A. Archiepiſcopus Adanen, 


Secretarius. 
Locus 


+ 
Sigilli. 


on 


ment. We de 


(9-3 


The above intereſting documents need no com- 
fy the ingenuity of bigotry and pre- 
judice to urge any ſolid objection to the conſecra- 
tion oath of Roman Catholic biſhops, after 
the full and candid explanation of it from 
ſuch high and competent authority; which has, 
notwithſtanding, condeſcended, for the ſake of 
peace, to expunge the clauſe in it which gave 
moſt offence; becauſe it was the leaſt under- 


(f ) Page. 31. 37. 40 & ſeq. 


v9 


They 


chriſtianity 


The writer of the E/ay we have alluded to () 
feels alſo extremely indignant at the ſpirit of proſe- 
litiſm which prevails amongſt Catholics ; the nigſt 
perturbed ſpirit, he ſays, (g) that ever ſpread hatred 
and diſſention among/t the ſons of men; and ob- 
ſerves 1n the next following page, that it is not the 
dottrine of the Catholic religion but of its hierarchy ; 
and exhorts the Catholic Laity 0 diſtinguiſh be- 
tween their God and their prieſt, between their religion 
and their prieſthood, between their articles of faith 
and other doftrines of a very different nature, which 
prięſt- craft has almoſt in all ſets contrived to graft 
upon religious faith, to encreaſe the temporal power, 
and the emoluments of the prieſthood. 


Do not be ſhocked, deareſt Brethren, at theſe 
groundleſs and foul imputations, 
been repeated a thouſand times by infidel writers 
and ſcoffers of revealed religion, when endea- 
youring to deſtroy it under the pretence of re- 
forming abuſes ; which exiſt only in their ima- 
ginations. We have too favourable an opinion 
of Mr. Sheridan's information and reſpe& for 


have 


(gs) Vide Eſſay P. 129. 
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chriſtianity, to rank him amongſt theſe philoſo- 
phers; though he has been ſurpriſed into aſſer- 
tions not warranted by the principles of either 
Proteſtants or Catholics, or of any other denomi- 
nation of chriſtians (V). 


The genuine ſpirit of proſe/iti/m is coeval with 
the goſpel, and congenial to its maxims. The 
Apoſtles were inſpired with it on receiving a com- 
miſſion from their divine maſter 0 teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the holy Ghojt, when he alſo 
promiſed to be with them in this work of proſe- 
litiſm, to the end of time ; and of courſe with their 
ſucceſſors in the apoſtolical miniſtry, as the Apoſ- 
tles were not to live for ever (i). 


Encouraged by this animating promiſe, they 
and their diſciples preached Chriſt crucified (), 
that one Lord, that one baptiſm which he had or- 
dained, and that one faith (1), without which, as we 
are aſſured by St. Paul, it is impoſſible to pleaſe God 
(m). The Lord daily added to their ſociety, ſuch as 
' ſhould be ſaved (n), in conformity to his promiſe 
when comparing his church to a flock, he ſaid: 
other ſheep I have, which are not of this fold ; them 
alſo 1 muſt bring, and they ſhall hear my voice, and 
there ſhall be one fold, and one ſhepherd (o). The 
apoſtles, their diſciples, and ſucceſſors in every 
age, have thought it their preciſe duty to gain 
proſelites to this one faith, to this one ſociety, to 

this ne fold; and uniformly taught that ſalvation 


() See hereafter p. 63 & ſeq. (i) Matth. xxviii. 
16, 20. () Philip. ii 8. 1. Cor. i. 23. (/) Eph. 
. . - -(m). Heb, xi. 6. () Act. ii. 47. | 
(9) John Tc 


cannot 


G 
cannot be otherwiſe obtained. This doctrine is 
clearly eſtabliſhed in the recited and other paſ- 
fages of the ſcriptures. It is preſumption in any 
one who acknowledges their divine authority to 
enquire, why our Redeemer has ſo ordered it? 


His ways are unſearchabls : His ſudgments inſcru- 
table. | 


For this one Faith the martyrs bled. Their 
blood invigorated the plants of chriſtianity. Na- 
tions and individuals of every deſcription; the 
barbarous, the civilized, the powerful, empe- 
rors, warriors, philoſophers, orators ; all be- 
come proſelites to the goſpel, and bend under its 
ſelf-denying, but ſalutary yoke. We ourſelves 
are indebted to this evangelical ſpirit of proſelit- 
i/m : Without it, our apoſtle St. Patrick would 
not have exerciſed his miniſtry in Ireland ; and 
we might have remained in the darkneſs of pa- 
ganiſm as long as the more northern nations of 
Europe. 


That the zeal for profeliting has been ſome- 
times indiſcreet, and not always regulated by the 
goſpel, cannot be denied; no more than that re- 
ligion has too often been made the pretext tor ac- 
compliſhing the moſt flagitions defigns : To con- 
clude from thence in general unqualified terms, 
that the ſpirit of proſelitiſm is the meſt preturbed 
that ever ſpread hatred and difſentions among/t the 
ſons of men, is illogical. Were we to argue al- 
ways in this manner, we might as reaſonably 
conclude, that every government, every eſtabliſh- 


lelves, are all equally condemnable ; becauſe they 
have been, and from the frailty of man muſt be, 
| fre- 


ment, every inſtitution however perfect in them 


( 62 ) 


frequently abuſed. It is abſurd to condemn a 
principle which may be abuſed, unleſs the abuſe 
follows from it as a neceſſary conſequence ; which 


is not the caſe with reſpect to the evangelical ſpirit 
of proſelitiſm. 


The goſpel teaches peace and good will to all 
mankind : It inculcates forgiveneſs of injuries; 
patience and reſignation under the diſpenſations 
of providence. Apoſtolical miſſionaries are meek 
and humble of heart (p), and all things to all 
men to ſave all (). 


The Chiſtian Religion was not, as the impiety 
of Mahomet, propagated by the ſword ; nor was 
the introduction of it into any ſtate or kingdom 


generally marked by bloodſhed, treaſon or ſe- 
dition, 


The Spaniards are ſaid to have exerciſed great 
cruelties in Mexico, Peru, and other parts of 
America (r). From ſome recent publications on 
this ſubject, and particularly from the authentic 
letters of Cortez publiſhed by Flavigny it appears, 
that the diſguſting narratives of cruelties exer- 
cited againſt Montezuma, Atapaliba, Guatimoſin, 
Sc. are forged (5). A late hiſtorian of Mexico (7), 
and others () contend on very good grounds, 
that biſhop /as Caſas has miſrepreſented facts, and 
highly exaggerated ſome cruelties committed by 
the Spaniards, in his different reports to the em- 
peror Charles V.—Ilowever that may be, it is 


(O) Matth. ii. 29. (7) 1 Cor. ix. 22. (r) Robert- 
| fon Hiſt. Amer. & alii. (s) Journal Hiſt. & Lit. 1779. 
(„% Clavigero Hiſt. Mex. . (u) French Encyclopeditts 
Verb. Las Cifas Feller, Dictionaire Hiſt. Liege 1790. 


certain, 


(03. ) 


certain, that the miſſionaries loudly condemned 
every inſtance of cruelty, as contrary to the ſpirit 
and precepts of religion (x). 


If the preachers of reform in Europe during 
the ſixteenth century, had been influenced in 
like manner by goſpel principles, their progreſs 
would not have been generally diſgraced, as it 
was, by tumult, inſurrection, and warfare (y) : 
We ſhall draw a veil over theſe exceſſes originat- 
ing from human perverſity, and not from the te- 
nets of chriſtianity which condemn them, 


When Mr. Sheridan pronounced his invective 
againſt a proſeliting ſpirit, he did not recollect, 
that it is not confined to the church of Rome. 
It appears from the canons, Synodal acts, and 
other authentic records of every particular deno- 
mination of chriſtians, that the ordinary poſſibility 
of ſalvation out of the church, is not admitted. | 
On this principle, each church preſuming herſelf 1 
the only true one, enjoins pro/eliti/m ; particularly 1 
to her miniſters, whoſe peculiar duty it is to guide . 
others in the paths of truth and happineſs. It is 1 
needleſs, and would prove tedious, to enumerate 1 
the different conſiſtorial acts of Lutherans, Cal- [il 
viniſts, Zinglians, and other ſects of the conti- 
nent, on this ſubject (z): We ſhall, therefore, 
confine ourſelves to the authentic deciſions” and 
ordinances of the proteſtants and preſbyterians of 


theſe kingdoms. 


— — Ate 
- 
— — 


(x) Robertſon ibid. 65) Boſſuet. Hiſt. Var. & alit. 


e (2) Conſule imer alias Buhem. de jure can. 
roteſt. 
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The eighteenth of the thirty-nine Articles of 
Religion in England and Ireland declares that *zhey 
alſo are to be had accurſed, that preſume to ſay, that 
every man ſhall be ſaved by the law or ſect which 
he profeſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to form his 
life according to that law, and the light of na- 
ture, For holy Scripture doth ſet out unto us only 
the name of Feſus Chriſt, whereby men muſt be 
aved.” This declaration excludes not only 
Atheiſts, Deiſts, Jews, and others who do not 
believe in Chriſt, from Salvation ; but likewiſe 
thoſe who do not believe his doctrine. 


The book of common prayer authorized by the 
proteſtant churches of England and Ireland or- 


- ders, that on certain days the confeſſion of faith, 


commonly called the creed of St. Athanaſius, be 
ſung or repeated by the miniſter and people ſtand- 
ing (a); becauſe, as the eighth of the thirty-nine 
articles of religion publiſhed by authority of queen 
Elizabeth be it (the Athanaſian Creed) 
can be proved by moſt certain warrants of holy Scrip- 
tures, This creed begins thus: Whoſoever will 
be ſaved : Before all things it is neceſſary that he 
hold the Catholic Faith. Which Faith, except every 
one do keep whole and undefiled : without doubt he 


ſhall periſh everlaſtingiy.“ It concludes with theſe 


words © This is the Catholic Faith, which except 
© a man believe faithfully, he cannot be ſaved (b).“ 
The proteſtant Bithop Pearſon in his expoſition of 


the creed, confirms this doctrine of excluſive 


{alvation. . 


(a) Book of Common Prayer. Dublin, 1767, by Grier- 
ſon, () Ibid. | 
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In the form of conſecrating biſhops preſcribed 
by the proteſtant church of Ireland, the arch- 


biſhop or other appointed conſecrating biſhop, is 


required to propoſe the following queſtions to the 
biſhop elect. 


we — III. Will you then faithfully exer- 
« ciſe yourſelf in the fame holy Scriptures, and 
<« call upon God by prayer, for the true under- 
<«« ſtanding of the ſame; ſo as ye may be able by 
« them 10 teach and exhort with wholeſome doctrine, 
„ and to with/tand and convince the gainſayers ?”* 


Anſioer. I will do ſo by the help of God. 


ge. IV. Are you ready with all faithful 


<« diligence to baniſh and drive away all errone- 
« ous and ſtrange dottrine, contrary to God's 


« word; and both privately and openly to call 


* upon, and encourage others to do the lame ?”” 


Anſ. Tam ready, the Lord being my helper. 


The queſtions propofed to prieſts and deacons 
on the ſame fubject, are ſimilar ; and all obviouſly 
deſigned to enforce the duty of profeliting, by 
teak and exhorting with wholeſome doctrine, 
(ſuppoſed to be preferved in the church of Eng- 
land) and to <vith/tand and convince the gainſayers, * 


ſuch as Roman Catholics, Calviniſts, Zuinglians, 
Socinians, and numberleſs others moſt undoubr- 


edly .are. The Proteſtant biſhops, prieſts and 


deacons are not only required to be ready with all 


faithful diligence ta drive away all erroneous and 
ſtrange doftrines contrary to God's word, (ſuch as 


the peculiar and iſcriminating tenets of every 
F chriſtian 


( 66 ) 


chriſtian ſect differing from the church of England 
muſt appear to every proteſtant in communion 
with her) but likewiſe to call upon and encourage 
others both privately and publickly to do the fame. 


The kirk of Scotland is not leſs explicit on the 
ſubje& of ' excluſive ſalvation ; which is the ve 
foundation, and vital principle of goſpel proſelit- 
iſm. In their confeſſion of faith ratified by par- 
liament in 1560 they ſay, Article xvi. © As we 
believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy 
** Ghoſt, ſo we do moſt conſtantly believe, that, 
« from the beginning, there hath been, and now 
is, and to the end of the world ſhall be, ond 
Kirk, that is to ſay, one company and multi- 
« tude of men, choſen. by God, who rightly 
** worſhip and embrace him by true faith in Chriſt 
** Jeſus. .. ... which Kirk is catholic, that is uni- 
« verſal; becauſe it containeth the ele& of all 
ages, Kc. out of which kirk there is neither 
* life, nor eternal felicity, and, therefore, we 
** utterly abhor the blaſphemy of them that affirm, 
that men, which live according to equity and 
“ juſtice, fhall be faved, what religion that ever 
they have prefeſſed (c). „In another confeſſion 
of. Faith uſed to this day in the Kirk of Scotland, 
which was agreed upon by a general afſembly 
of their divines at Weſtminſter 1647, and con- 
firmed by parhament in 1649, the church is thus 
_ defcribed, © the viſible church, which is alſo ca- 
tholic or univerſal under the goſpel, (not confined 
to one nation, as before, under the law,) conſiſts 
of all thoſe throughout the world, that profeſs 
the true religion, and of their children, and is 
the * of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the hor/e 


() Conf. Glaſgaw, 1771. 
9 and 
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and family of God, out of which there is no or- 
dinary poſſibility of ſalvation (d) '. Calvin taught 
this doctrine to his proſelites, when explaining the 
nature of a viſible church, he ſays (e) © Out of 
its boſom, no remiſſion of ſins, no ſalvation is 
„to be hoped for, according to Iſaiah, Joel, and 
„ Ezechial.... ſo that it is always highly per- 
* nicious to depart from the church -The 
doctrine then of excluſive ſalvation being ground- 
ed on the infallible word of God, is equally ad- 
mitted by Proteſtants, Preſbyterians, and Roman 
Catholics; nor can it poſſibly be controverted by 
any one who acknowledges the Scriptures as a Rule 
of Faith. The ſpirit of proſelitiſm is a neceſſa 

conſequence of it ; and if more operative thee 
Catholics than other denominations of chriſtians, 
they have the merit of greater conſiſtence, and 
adherence to principle. Charity impels them to 
bring the ſtrayed ſheep to the one only ſafe fold, 
in which they conceive themſelves comprehended': 
Proteſtants, and other chriſtian ſects, if under 
the fame impreſſion, ſhould act in like manner. 
No greater charity can be exerciſed : But this 
ſpirit of proſelitiſm, if charitable, is mild and 
perſuaſive : It conveys inſtruction and makes con- 
verts, not by the ſword of perſecution, by ſedi- 
tion, or inſurrection; but by diſpationate argu- 
ment, by humility, by chriſtian benevolence, and 
by the exemplary conduct of goſpel teachers. 
Theſe ſhould be the arms and protection of every 
champion of a religious warfare. 


The author of the caſe of the Roman Catholics, 
quoted by Mr. Sheridan (/), ſpeaks hone/tly and 


(d) Conf. Ch. xxv. (e) Inſtit. Lib. iv. cap. 1. 
Y Eflay, P. 137. | 
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therefore uſefully when he ſays © the religion of 
* Catholics teacheth them to be obedient to go- 
“ vernors; but it teacheth them alſo, to propa- 
gate their ſpiritual doctrines in oppoſition to 
„ government.” We ſhall add; that in this they 
follow the example of the Apoſtles, and primitive 
chriſtians ; who propagated the goſpel in oppoſi- 
tion to governors that perſecuted them, conſider- 
ing they were obliged to obey God rather than men 
(g); but at the ſame time, were the moſt peace- 
able and dutiful ſubjeQs in the empire (5). 


Ihe zealous and eloquent preacher of the con- 
ſecration ſermon at Lullworth Caſtle in Auguſt 
1790 has oblerved theſe pre:epts, and combined 
them with unſhaken loyalty to the king and obe- 
dience to the laws, in his admired diſcourſe on 
that folemn occaſion (i). Convinced, as he was, 
that the Roman Catholic Church is, the one fold 
governed by one ſhepherd, as mentioned by Jzsvus 
CHRIST (+), he conſiders that day glorious for the 
church of God, and for the prelate elect, Fc. (1). 


This pious exclamation and effuſion of joy are 
perfectly reconcileable with the motto extracted 
trom the new Hampſhire bill of rights ; becauſe 
although —© liberty of conſcience be the birth 
right of every man, and an excluſion of any reli- 
5 -gious teſt for ever“ it is alſo the duty of every 


(g) Acts v. 29. (%) See above P. ii & ſeq. 
(i) The conſecration ſermon was preached by the Rev. Charles 
Plowden,*the celebrated author of many tracts publiſhed 
at London in the years 1799, 91 & 92 on the proceedings 
of Engliſh Catholics, and principles of their religion. 
(k) See above P. 63. (7) See Sheridan's Eſſay &c. P. 126 


leg. 
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man to procure all neceſſary information on the 
important point of religion, and of every paſtor 
in particular, to inſtruct the ignorant, and com- 
bat errors againſt the one faith, in a meek inof- 
fenſive manner. The preacher, therefore, exults 
at the oppottunity afforded by the appointment of 
Doctor Caroll biſhop ele&, to the newly erected 
See of Baltimore; to e/tabliſh the faith of Peter 
«pon the ruins of thoſe errors, as Catholics conceive, 
which the firſt inhabitants carried forth with them 
from Great Britain (m). There is nothing in theſe 
words injurious or offenſive to any Proteſtant 
State, or to the united ſtates of America; where 
the Roman Catholic faith is making an aſtoniſh- 


ing progreſs, without exciting any alarm to the 
government (). 


The Roman Catholic clergy of this kingdom 
do not diſturb the ſtate, or violate the laws by the 
ſpirit of proſelitiſm. They do not procure, incite, 
or perſuade Proteſtants or others to become Ca- 
tholics by officious, clandeſtine, or improper methods. 
They conceive ſuch attempts as contrary to the 
ſpirit of their miniſtry as they are to the prohibi- 
tion of the legiſlature (o). But when freely called 


upon, 
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upon, as they are frequently by the ſick to recon- 
cile them to the church of Rome, they do not 
nor cannot heſitate to miniſter that - conlola- 
tion. | 


The genuine ſpirit af proſelitiſm is not then that 
moſt perturbed one which ever ſpread hatred and dif- 


ſentions among /t the ſons of men, as Mr. Sheridan 


is pleaſed to aſſert (p), No. It originates in the 
goſpel, which enjoins the prudence of the ſerpent, 

and the ſimplicity of the dove (9). It is not the 

doctrine of the Roman Catholic hierarchy and 
prieſthood only, contrived for the unworthy pur- 
poſes mentioned by him (r): No. It is the doc- 
trine of chriſtianity, of the Catholic church, of 
the Proteſtant church, of the Preſbyterian Kirk, 
of the Lutheran Conſiſtories, of the Zuinglian 
Canons, and of every individual who holds 
the goſpel as a rule of Chriſtian Fairh (s). The 
attempt to ſow diviſion between the Catholic flock 
and their paſtors, by inſinuating an abſurd diſ- 
tinction between God and the prieſthood, between 
the hierarchy and religion, is as impotent, as it 
is ungenerous and inſiduous (7).—The Apoſtles 
were biſhops, —This cannot be denied by any con- 
ſiſtent proteſtant. They preached the neceſſity of 
one faith, of one church, of one fold, in order 


to obtain ſalvation : They laid down their lives 


in defence of this doctrine, and to the laſt mo- 
ments made proſelites to it. The Roman Catho- 
lic hierarchy of this day contend that they teach 
the ſame doQrine.—Let them be refuted by fair 


(x) See above P. 61. (9) Matth. x. 16. (r) See 
above P. 61. (s) Ibid. 66. () Eſſay, &c. P. 129. 


argu- 
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argument, and not inſulted with calumnious aſ- 
ſertion (u). 


The tenet of excluſive ſalvation does not au- 
thorize any chriſtian to paſs a particular ſentence 
of eternal damnation on perſons who differ from 
him in religious belief. Invincible ignorance and 
invincible neceſſity truly ſuch, excuſe from 
the guilt of hereſy and ſchiſm. We cannot be 
thoroughly acquainted with the diſpoſitions of a 
departing ſoul, nor judge whether it be worthy 
of love or hatred. That judgment is reſerved to 
God, who alone is acquainted with the ſecrets 
of our hearts : The neceſlity of being a member 
of the true church, ro obtain falvation, is ac- 
knowledged by every deſcription of chriſtians (x) : 
It is, therefore, incumbent on every man to ſeek 
the truth with earneſtneſs, and to embrace it 
with avidity in the important buſineſs of religion; 
at the riſk of property, honors, and even of 
life itſelf, when they cannot be enjoyed without 
torfeiting our title to Heaven, n 


Mr. Sheridan likewiſe aſſerts in the ſame pe- 
remptory manner, “that the prie/tcraft doctrine 
of excluſive ſalvation which has generated the 
« ſpirit of proſelitiſm, follows from the doctrine 
of papal infallibility as a natural inference (y) ; 
of that moſt audacious aſſumption of pontifical 
«© arrogance—that impious v/urpation of a di- 
vine attribute (z): It is %, he fays, which 
has proved the fatal ſource of al the hatred, diſ- 


(u) See an excellent work on the doctrine of excluſive 
Salvation, entitled © Charity and Truth, by H. E.—Alfo 
Doctor Hay—Sincere Chriſtian, vol. II.“ (x) See above 
P. 66. O) Eſſay, &c. P. 131. (2) Ibid. P. 130. 


„ ſentions, 
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. ſentions, intolerance, and perſectitions, which 
have ſo frequently prevailed among . chriſtians, 
and fo often diſgraced chriſtianity ().“ 


Vox vox pretereaque nibil. 


Wee have already obſerved (5), that catholics 
are obliged to believe as an article of their faith, 
that the Pope or Biſhop of Rome, as ſucceſſor 
of St. Peter, is the ſupreme viſible head of the 
church on earth, and centre of catholic unity; 
with aprimacy by divine right of real authority 
and Juriſdiction in the univerſal church ; and that 
all catholics owe him canonical reſpect and obe- 
dience on that account (c): It is likewiſe an ar- 
ticle of catholic faith, that the Church of Chriſt 
is inſallible in her doctrinal deciſions and canons, 
on points of faith and morals ; becauſe he pro- 
miſed to be with her to the end of the world (d). 
_ Catholics, therefore, are obliged to adhere impli- 
citly to ſuch decrees and canons of the church aſ- 
ſembled in general council and confirmed by the 
Pope, as to Rules of Faith: They are alſo 
obliged in like manner to ſubmit to ſimilar deci- 
fions and decrees of the Pope, when expreſsly or 
tacitly aſſented to, or not diſſented from, by the 
majority of biſhops repreſenting and governing 
the church diſperſed. On theſe points all Ca- 
tholics are agreed, as on immutable articles of 
their faith; but they are divided on the queſtion 
of perſonal infallibility in the Pope, and indepen- 
dent of any expreſſed or tacit confirmation, ap- 
probation, or acquiſcence in his decrees. by the 
the church aſſembled, or diſperſed. No Catholic 
aſeribes infallibility to the Pope, conſidered only 


(a) Ibid. P. 131. (5) P. 33 & ſeq. . (e). P. 37. & 
ſeq. (4) Matth. xxviii: 20. * : 
e e — 1 


1 


S in As ih we an: ao. oe. 


23: 2 


as an individual of ſociety; or as a. writer pub- 
liſhing his own private opinions: No Catholic is 
ſo abſurd as to confider him ne in any 
reſpect. 


Many Catholics contend, that the * when 
teaching the univerſal church, as her ſupreme vi- 
ſible head and paſtor, as ſucceſſor to St. Peter, 

and heir to the promiſes of ſpecial aſſiſtance made 
to him by Jnsus CurisT (e), Is infallible ; 3 and 
that his decrees-and deciſions in that capacity are 
to be reſpected as rules of faith, when they are 
dogmatical or confined to do&trinal points of faith 
and morals. Others deny this,. and require the 
exprefled or tacit acquieſcence of the church al- 
ſembled or diſperſed, to ſtamp infallibility on his 
dogmatical decrees. Until the church ſhall de- 
cide upon this queſtion of the ſchools, either opi- 


nion may be adopted by individual Catholics, 


without any breach of Catholic communion or 
peace. The Catholics of Ireland have lately de- 
clared (, That it is not an article of the Ca- 
* tholic faith, nor are they thereby required to be- 
lieve or profels—that the Pope is infullible.“ — 

without adopting or abjuring either of the recited 
opinions, which are open to diſcuſſion while the 


church continues ſilent about them. The infalli- 
bility of the church, is an article of Catholic 


faith (g): the infallibility of the Pope is not; and 
may be embraced or rejected as an opinion, ac- 
cording to the judgment formed of the argu- 
ments for and againſt it. The diſavowal of the 


Pope's infallibility as an opinion, made a part of 


(e) See Doctor Hay, ſincere chriſtian and other controver- 
tiſts. (f) 175th March 1792. (2 Ges Doctor 
Hay ihid. . 


an 
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an oath propoſed to the Engliſh Catholics, by pri- 
vate authority, in the year 1791 : A great majo- 
rity of them objected to that, and other clauſes 
of the oath, while others of rank and reſpectabi- 
lity adopted the whole. The Britiſh legiſlature 
did not avail: itfelf of this diviſion to reject the 
petition of Engliſh Catholics, but with a liberali- 
ty and magnanimity to be ever remembered with 
moſt lively gratitude by all his Majeſty's Roman 
Catholic ſubjects, generouſly ſubſtituted the oath 
which the Iriſh Catholics had approved and taken 
ſince the year 1773, in place of the newly pro- 
pofed one in England, that had cauſed an alarm- 
ing diviſion in the Catholic body of that king- 
dom (5). It may be aſked again, as it has been 
already ſeveral times, how can the infallibility of 
the church be manifeſted by her deciſions, where- 
as general councils are infrequent, and cannot be 
aſſembled without great difficulty? We anſwer 
by obſerving, that general councils, however 
uſeful and highly expedient on particular emer- 
gencies of the church, are not abſolutely neceſ- 


Y See the cafe ſtated by Francis Plowden Efq. convey- 
ancer of the middle Temple. London 1791. To this 
learned gentleman the Catholics of theſe kingdoms are 
much indebted, for his very zealous exertions in preſerving 
union amongſt them on orthodox principles: His brother 
Charles Plowden. (See above p. 68.) alſo Rev. John Milner, 
of Wincheſter, Rev. Mr. Pilling of London and others, will 
be long remembered by Britiſh and Iriſh Catholics on the 
faine account. Their firmneſs at a very critical period in re- 
probating an oath (See above P. 74) which had been con- 
demned as unlawful, on Catholic principles, by biſhops 
_ Walmeſley, Talbot, Gibſon and Douglaſs the apoſtolical vi- 
cars in England; likewiſe by the biſhops of Ireland and Scot- 
land, by ſome Univerſities, by many Theologians, and 
finally, by the Holy See, renders them highly reſpectable. 
See their different publications on that nceveſting occaſion. 


ſary 
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ſary. Our divine Redeemer promiſed to be with 


the church for ever. His promiſes to the apoſ- 


tles, particularly to St. Peter, and their ſucceſſors, 
were to be realized to the end of time. As go- 


vernors of the church, under his heavenly guid- 
ance, and with his promiſed aſſiſtance, they have 
from time to time aſſembled together in general 
councils to expound the faith, and preſerve it in- 
violate from the aſſaults of heretics and ſchiſma- 
tics; but as from various circumſtances theſe aſ- 
ſemblies are always dificult, and ſometimes im- 
practicable, they on ſuch occaſions apply to their 


ſupreme head and primate the biſhop of Rome, 


whoſe decrees on doctrinal points of faith and 
morals are reſpected by all Catholics, whether 
they conſider him as infallible or not: The ac- 
quieſcence of the majority of biſhops in theſe de- 
crees of the apoſtolic ſee, renders them complete- 
ly deciſive and infallible. The errors of the pri- 
mative heretics, before the firſt Nicene general 
council in the year 325, were condemned by the 
biſhops of Rome. In after ages various hereſies 
and errors were reprobated by their ſucceſſors in 
the chair of Peter; and fince the laſt general 
council at Trent, in the ſixteenth century, the 
erroneous doctrines of Bajus, Janſenius, Molinos, 
Lueſnel, Fenelon, de Hontheim or Febronus, Eybel, 
and of numberleſs others on points of faith; and 
many erroneous propoſitions, deſtructive of chrif- 
tian morality, have been anathematized by the 


Popes. Notwithſtanding the oppoſite opinions of 


Catholics reſpecting the Pope's perſonal infallibility 
when pronquncing ſolemnly, or, as. it is termed, 
ex cathedra on points of faith and morals, theſe 
different condemnations, in various ages, have 
been uniformly approved by the church, diſperſed 

and 
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and repreſented by the majority of the biſhops ; 


this is fully ſufficient to preſerve the living autho- 
rity and infallibility of the Church, which is an 
article of Catholic faith. No Pope has ever 
uſurped or aſſimed the attribute of perſonal infal- 
bility, as eſſentially connected with his primacy 
of juriſdiction in the univerſal church ; which, 2s 
all Catholics beheve he enjoys by divine right, 
ure divine, We defy Mr. Sheridan, or any 
other, to prove, that one in the long catalogue of 
Popes, has ever propoſed the perſonal infallibility 
of the biſhops of Rome, as we have explained it 
and as Catholics underſtand it, to the univerſal 
church, 10 be believed and profeſſed by the faithful 
as an article of Catholic faith. A limited infallibi- 
lity is aſcribed by ſome Catholics to the ſucceſſors 
of St. Peter. They never impiou/ly arrogated it 


10 themſelves, as Mr. Sheridan pretends (i): 


Nor would he diſcover any impicty in the writings 
of Catholic theologians that aſcribe a limited in- 
fallibility to the Popes. We beſeech him to read 
the advocates of that opinion, before he again 
qualifies it as impious. The Pope's perſonal infal- 
hbility is not, nor was it ever (we repeat it) an 
article of Catholic faith ; wherefore neither Paul 
IV. nor any other Pope at any time to the pre- 


ſent, would have excommunicated the Iriſh Ro- 


man-Catholics for declaring, as they have done, 
.« that the Pope's infallihility is not an article of 
Catholic faith, and that they are not thereby re- 


quired io believe or profeſs, that the Pape is infalli- 


bie (&). 


| "Neither is the doctrine of excluſive ſalvation, 
as explained above (0, a corollary of the Pope's 


(i) P. 130 &131. (4) Ibid. P. 131. ()) See above 
P. 63 & ſeq. : | b : | 
infalli- 
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infallibility, as the learned gentleman alfo aſſerts 
(n); nor is it neceffarily connected with it. 


Catholics, however, divided on the queſtion 
of papal infallibility, are unanimous in aſſerting. 
the doctrine of excluſive ſalvation in the one true 
faith and church : We have remarked, that this 
doctrine is not peculiar to them (2). How then 
can ſuch general doctrine admitted by all who 
acknowlege the ſcriptures as a rule of faith, be 
the neceſſary conſequence or corollary of the 
Pope's per/onal infallibility, which is not admitted 
by ſome Catholics, and is denied by all who are 
not in communion with the fee of Rome? No 
general concluſion can be drawn from premiles 
which are not generally admitted, and much leſs 
from premiſes that are denied. Mr. Sheridan 
is equally illogical when he ſays (o), < If the Pope 
ce be not infallible, it cannot be criminal to difter 
from him, and not being criminal, it cannot be 
puniſhable.” This propoſition requires explana- 
tion; as concluſions may be drawn from it ſub- 
verſive not only of the Pope's authority, but 
likewiſe of the obedience due to kings and ſu- 
periors of every kind -A modern leveller might 
take occaſion from it to argue thus—* If the 
king, the lord lieutenant, . the legiſlature, the 
privy council, the judges, the magiſtrates, the 
biſhops, our generals and other ſuperiors be not 
infallible, it cannot be criminal to differ from 
them ; and. not being criminal, it cannot be pu- 
niſhable: But neither his majeſty, nor any one 
of the above-mentioned, nor all of them together 
are infallible : Therefore, it is not criminal, nor 


(m) Eſſay, &e. P. 132. (%) See above P. 65. 
(s) Eſay, &c. p. 132. | 
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puniſhable to differ from them.” We do not wilt 
to inſinuate that Mr. Sheridan is an advocate for 
ſuch doctrine. 


Such Catholics as deny a limited infallibility 


in the Pope, acknowledge his authority as fu- . 


preme viſible head of the univerſal church (p). 
They obey him in that quality, which does not 
neceſſarily imply infallibility, and aſſent to his 
dogmatical decrees, when not diſſented from by 
the church aſſembled in general council, or dit- 
perſed ſpeaking by the majority of biſhops. Theſe 
decrees are aflented to by ſuch Catholics, not on 
account of any. per/onal infallibility in the Pope, 
which they deny; but on the authority of the 
Church which they believe infallible (). 


We have obſerved, that the Pope's primacy 


of juriſdiction is an article of Catholic Faith (r). 
Catholics owe him reſpect and canonical obedience 


on that account. Every biſhop is entitled to ca- 
nonical obedience when exercifing his ſpiritual 
and eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction within the limits of 
his dioceſs ; not becauſe he is infallible, which no 


done admits, but becauſe he is authorized to go- 


vern and direct the flock aſſigned to him by the 
church, as their paſtor and ſuperior. Eccleſiaſti- 


cal ſupremacy and infallibility are not to be con- 
founded They are perfectly diſtinct. 


In conſequence of his primacy the Pope exer- 


ciſes ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction in the 


univerſal church: Communion with the holy See 
has ever been conſidered as eſſential to Catholic 


(p) Se P. 33 & ſeq. () See Dr. Hay, ibid, and our 
catechiſms. () P. 33 & fog.” 
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union (s). © But the patronage of the Roman 
Catholic Hierarchy, Mr. Sheridan obſerves,” 

though now in the hands of an eccleſiaſtic is a 
temporal power to all intents and purpoſes. 
The nomination to biſhopricks is a !emporal 
power, a power now in the hands of laymen, in 
the hands of the reſpective ſovereigns of every 
country; and no where beſtowed by eccleſiaſti- 


cal authority, excepting in the caſe of the ti- 
* tular biſhops of Ireland (1).“ 


cr 
cc 


This ſtatement of the learned gentleman is far 


from being exact. Patronage as diſtinguiſhed - 


from canonical inſtitution, without which Catho- 
lic eccleſiaſtics cannot exerciſe clerical juriſdiction, 
is frequently in the hands of laymen. The right 
of exerciſing this patronage, of preſenting or 
nominating to benefices, is @ privilege granted by 
the church to particular families, or corporate 
bodies, whoſe anceſtors, predeceſſors, or them- 
ſelves, have rendered important ſervices to re- 


ligion, by protection, donation or otherwiſe: 


The exerciſe of this right does not, however, 
conſtitute the paſtor. 


The perſon preſented or nominated to a pa- 


riſh by any one enjoying the right of patronage, 
is to be examined by the biſhop, who judges of 


his information, conduct and general fitneſs for 


the cure; and who alone can give him canonical 


inſtitution, and eecleſiaſtical juriſdiction. Perſons 
nominated by privileged families or others, are 
frequently declared unqualified . by the biſhops : 
In ſuch caſes, another and another muſt be pre- 
lented in due time and canonical form; other- 


{s) Ibid. (t) Ellay. &c. p. 134. 
| | wiſe, 


( 
wiſe, the right of preſenting i is loſt for that time, 
and — entirely forfeited. Such are the 
diſpoſitions of our canons reſpecting the right of 
preſentation to pariſhes (u). No lay perſon can 
without this privilege, exerciſe any, right of pre- 
ſentation or nomination to rectories or pariſhes : 
As to the biſhops, who are ſucceſſors of the apoſ- 
tles, and — by the Holy Ghoſt to govern the 


Church of God (*); their miniſtry as ambaſſadors 


of Chriſt ()), and diſpenſers of the myſteries of 
God (z), is eminently ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical ; 

and as ſuch is perfectly independent of any tem- 
poral power or authority. I fend you, ſaid Jeſus 
Chriſt to the apoſtles, as the Father hath ſent 


me (a) Go tcach all nations (b). He erected the 
edifice of his church on the apoſtles, and princi- 
pally on St. Peter (c). From them only, and not 
from any earthly power, did their ſucceſſors to the 


preſent day, receive that divine miſſion, that 
commiſſion to teach, which was originally | — * 
to St. Peter, and the other apoſtles by our divine 
Redeemer ; who, could not have it from any 
other than his heavenly Father, 


The primitive fathers confirm this divine lega- 


tion ot the apoſtles and their ſucceſſors the bi- 


ſhops; to whom, the government of the church 


is committed. Let no one, ſays St. Ignatius, 


% do any thing concerning the church without 


© the biſhogl: (). Tertullian deſires, the 


09 Concil. Trident, Seſſ. xxv. item jus canonicam 
commune. - (x) Acts xx. 28. () Eph. vi. 


(2) 1 Cor. iv. 1. (a) John xx. 21. ( Mark. 28. 10 
(e) Matth. xvi. 18. 19. ee 16. Ibid. xxi- Luke xxii. 


1. and elſew here in the Scriprures. See Dr. Hay's Sin- 


cere Chriſtian, vol 1. (4) Epiſt. ad Magnes. 


66 prieſts 
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< prieſts and deacons not to baptize without per- 
« miſſion from the biſhop for the honour of the 
* church (e)“; and the canons of the apoſtles 
prohibit prieſts and deacons from officiating with- 
out conſulting the biſhop, and obtaining his 
conſent, © becauſe the people being committed 
to the care of the biſhop, he is anſwerable for 
their ſouls (7). S. Irenæus (g), S. Cyprian (0), 
8. Firmilian (i), S. Jerome (4), and all the ſuc- 


ceeding fathers frequently repeat the ſame doc- 
trine (. 


The apoſtles appointed their own immedi- 
ate ſucceſſors By them Linus was plac- 
ed in the chair of Peter (n), Polycarp in 
the See of Smyrna (), and St. John gave 
biſhops to ſeveral cities in Aſia (0. St. Peter 
on leaving Antioch appointed Evodius his ſuc- 
ceſſor (p).—On their deceaſe, the clergy elected 
the biſhops in preſence of the people, then not 
numerous, and generally Saints, who were called 
upon to atteſt the conduct of the perſons that 
might be elected, leſt an improper choice ſhould 
be made; and that, as S. Cyprian obſerves, ** the 
* biſhop might be elected before the people ac- 
„ quainted with the conduct of each,” and alſo 
« that the crimes of the bad, and merits of the 
good might be publiſhed, to render that ordi- 
<* nation juſt and lawful, which had been exa- 
„ mined by the judgment, and good will of 


(e). De Bapt. cap. 17. (J) Can. 38. (g) Lib. 3. 
cap. 3. (2) Epiſt. -3. 27. 66. Num. 3. (i) Apud 
Cyp. Ep. 73. (% Ep. 54. ad Marc. (/) Communirer 
& paſſim. (u) Irenzus lib. 3. cap. 3. Euſeb. Hiſt. lib. 
3. cap. 2 & 4. (n) Hieron. de Script. Ecel. Tom. 4. 
cap. 17. (2) Idem ibid. cap. 9. (p) Chryfoſt. Hom. 


in S. Ignat. 
CG & all 
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&* all (g).” The good will of the people, and 
election of the clergy were not always acquieſced 
in by the metropolitan and provincial biſhops ; 
who, and particularly the metropolitan, finally 
appointed to the vacant Sees ; for as Pope Celeſtin 
I. remarked (7), The people ought to be directed, 
© not followed; and it is our duty, when they 
* are ignorant of what they ſhould or ſhould not 
*. do, to adviſe them, and not to agree with 
* them.“ 


In the beginning, all the people being few, 
were preſent at theſe elections: Afterwards, to 
prevent confuſion and diforder, the principle and 
moſt ſenſible only, aſſiſted at them (s). The peo- 
ple in either caſe never concurred in the election, 
except by force, and contrary to the canons. 
The choice made by the clergy in preſence of the 
people was but a preliminary to the final and real 
appointment of a biſhop; which was reſerved to 
the biſhops of the province, and principally to 
the metropolitan; who frequently rejected the 
perſon choſen by the clergy betore the people, 
as unfit (7). 


When the Metropolitans apprehended diſtur— 
bances at an approaching election, they frequently 
deputed a biſhop in quality of viſitor to the clergy 
and laity of the vacant See, with a commiſſion 
to paciiy and unite them. In theſe caſes, the 


60 Ep. 68. p. 114. edit. paris. Ibid. Pag. 113. (+) Ep. 


5. ad Epiſcop. Apul. & Calab. S. Celiflin died in 440. 


(s) Vice Bellarm. de Clericis lib. 1. cap. 5. ed. Ven. De 
Marca. Concord. Sac. & Imp. lib. 8. cap. 2. Thomaſs. vet. 
& nov. diſc. lib. 2. cap: 1. Sixtus Senen. lib. 5. Bibl. 
() Concil. Nic. Can. 4. Tom. 2. Col. Labb. item Deyoti 
Inſtit. Can. Tom. 1. Titulo v. | 


clergy 
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clergy did not proceed to an election, but pre- 


ferred a recommendation or petition in favour ef 


ſome one, ſigned by them and the people, to the 


viſitor ; which, after he had confirmed it by a 
written ſentence or decree, was preſented to the 
metropolitan, who had always the principal ſhare 
in theſe appointments ; and who after conſulting 


with the biſhops of his province, ratified or laid 


aſide the recommendation, as he thought moſt 
adviſeable for the ſervice and good of the church. 
This appears from the letters of Pope S. Gregory 


the great (u). Several forms of theſe decrees are 
preſerved by Baluze (x). 


After the religion of Chriſt had been embraced 
by entire provinces and kingdoms, the former 
diſcipline as to the appointment of biſhops became 
impracticable. The multiplication of chriitians 
was not alw ys accompanied with the zeal and 
fervour of primitive times: Too many were in- 
fluenced by a ſpirit of party, and became factious 
the meetings appointed to recommend bithops 
were tumultuous, and often fanguinary : Under 
the pretext of preſerving peace, magiſtrates and 
governors aſſiſted at them with ſoldiers, to for- 
ward their private intereſted views. | 


To prevent thoſc enormities in future, the right 
of electing biſhops was confined to the cathedrat 
chapters or prebendaries in the twelfth century. 
This diſcipline is expreſsly ſanctioned by the de- 
cretals of Gregory IX. who died in 1241 0). 
This regulation leflened, but did not entirely re- 


(u) Præſertim lib. 1. 6 & 13. Epiſt. Edit. Paris 1705. 
(x) Formul. Antiq. promot. Epis: Edit. Venet, 0) De- 
cret, Tit. de electione. Vide Devati ibid. 


8 2 move 
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move the diſorders. Partizans forcibly attended 
at the elections with arms, and frequently pre- 
vented them by riot and bloodſhed.— The canon 
law is filled with recitals of the feuds and diſſen- 
tions occaſioned by them Leo X. alſo mentions 
ſome in his confirmation of an agreement between 
him and Francis I. of France (z) —Thomaſſinus 
likewiſe relates ſeveral inſtances of ſuch factious 
proceedings, particularly in France (a); where 
many chapters were deprived of their privileges 
to elect (50. Pope Innocent IV. about the middle 
of the thirteenth century refuſed to reſtore it to 
the canons or prebendaries of Rheims, © leſt,” as 
he ſays in his letter to them, “ Te ſhould by 
again abuſing our apoſtolical permiſſion rend 
“ aſunder the See of Rheims (c).“ A legate of 
Adrian V. who preſided at an election for the See 
of Bezier m 1296, excommunicated the faQtious 
authors of great riots and atrocities on the occa- 
ſion ; and obſerves, that in many places the elections 
had been effeftually prevented by the multitude of pco- 
ple aſſembled, and encouraged by the children of ini- 
quity (d).——This is mentioned in a canon of that 
Synod, which alſo denounces other puniſhments 
againſt the guilty (e). Theſe puniſhments were 
renewed in a Synod at Auch in Gaſcony, aſſem- 
bled in the year 1279 (/. | 


At length, Clement V. (g) and Benedict 
XII. (5) in the fourteenth century reſerved the 
election of biſhops in ſeveral cathedral churches 
to the apoſtolic See. This reſervation became 


(=) See page 86. (a) Thom. 2. lib. 2. cap. 33. 
2) Ibid. (c) Ibid. (4) Apud Labb. Col. Concil. 
(e) Ibid. (f) Ibid. (g) Extravag. Etſi in temp. de 
prebend. inter communes. (4) Extravag. ad regimen 
eydem titulo. 


univerſal 


E 


univerſal ſhortly after, on account of the abuſes 
which generally prevailed in the capitular elections; 
but was afterwards modified by concordates, or 
agreements, whereby the privilege of nominat- 
ing, preſenting, or poſtulating to vacant Sees, 
was granted by the Popes to ſovereign princes, 
as protectors and benefactors of the church. 


The agreement between Denis king of Portu- 
gal and the clergy of that kingdom, in 1289, 
confirmed by Pope Nicholas IV ; 1s the firſt we 
read of. It -was followed by another. between 
Nicholas V. and the German nation in 1448, re- 
ſtoring the privilege of election to the chapters, 
and preſerving the right of confirmation and in- 
ſtitution to the Holy See. By the concordate be- 
tween Leo X. and Francis I. of France at Bologna 
in Italy, in the year 1515, the kings of France 
were privileged to nominate to the vacant Sees 
in their dominions, under conditions uſually 
ſtipulated in all ſimilar agreements. The perſons 
propoſed muſt be graduates in Theology or canon 
law, of a certain age, and of exemplary conduct. 
When a vacancy occurs, three are propoſed by 
the king On receiving the royal preſentation or 
nomination, eccleſiaſtical commiſſaries are 
appointed by the Pope to examine whether the 
perſons thus named are qualified. If the report 
of the commiſlaries be favourable, he fixes on 
one, commonly the firſt of the three named by 
the king. He propoſes him afterwards in con- 
ſiſtory, and if no ſolid objection be made by the 
cardinals, the perſon thus named and choſen is 
appointed biſhop by letters patent ſtiled Bulla 
empowering him to exerciſe eccleſiaſtical juriſ- 
diction in the vacant See, according to the ca- 

bs nons, 


( 86 ) 
nons, &c. &c. The kings of Hungary, Spain, 


and other Catholic princes are privileged in like 
manner. 


The privileges granted to Catholic ſovereigns, 
as protectors and benefactors of the church, in- 
ſtead of derogating from the right of the Pope, 
inherent to his ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical primacy, 
to grant jnriſdiction by canonical inſtitution; 
are a decided acknowledgement of it. 


Since theſe privileges were granted, the Popes 
have conſtantly exerted their excluſive right of 
inſtitution, and frequently refuſed it to eccleſi- 
aſtics nominated to vacant Sees by privileged 
princes, in caſes where ſuch eccleſiaſtics were 
judged unworthy or unqualified ; or for other 
57; f Even modern hiſtory furniſhes exam- 
ples of this kind. Innocent XI. at the end of 
the laſt century, perſiſted | in his refuſal to acqui- 
eſce in the nomination of thirty perfons to vacant 
Secs in France, notwithſtanding the earneſt ſo- 
licitations of Lewis XIV. nor did Innocent XII. 
agree to the promotion of theſe eccleſiaſtics, *1ill 
after they had removed ſuſpicions of their prin- 
ciples, formed at Rome; and acknowledged their 
canonical obedience to the holy See by letters 
to his Holineſs. The preſent Pope Pius VI. re- 
fuſed, during a late ſerious difference with the 
court of Naples, to grant inſtitution to any of 
the eccleſiaſtics nominated to vacant Sees by his 
Sicilian majeſty : When this difference was ac- 
commodated, there were more than forty Sees 
without biſhops in the two Sicilies. Neither 
Lewis XIV. nor his Sicilian majeſty, nor other 
Catholic princes in their ſituation, conceived their 

rights invaded by theſe or ſimilar refuſals. They 
never 


SW, 


never pleaded or claimed a right to inveſt biſhops 
with any thing more than revenues, privileges, 
honors, and other temporalities generall 
nexed to the epiſcopal dignity in Catholic fates. 
The patronage of the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
as ſuch, is not then, as Mr. Sheridan aflerts, a 
temporal power to all intents and purpoſes in this, 
or any other country : As conterring canonical 
juriſdiction, it is entirely ſpiritual and . af 
cal: It is of a ſuperior order, and perfectly in 
dependent of the right enjoyed by ſpecial peivi- 
lege of the church, to nominate or preſent to 
biſhopricks and rectories; on certain ſtipulated 
conditions; and not otherwiſe (i). 


The church being independent of the ſtate in 
all matters purely eccleſiaſtical, is paramount in 
the regulation of her diſcipline; which has varied 
by her authority, according as circumſtances 
required. The different modes obſerved in the 
election and appointment of biſhops were ſanc- 
tioned by it; and all prove, that declared com- 
munion with the See of Rome was conſidered ſo 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary to exerciſe the epiſcopal 
miniſtry in a canonical manner, that no one was 
acknowledged as biſhop who did not enjoy it; 
nor was it lawful, as St. Auguſtin remarks, for 
any biſhop to write to another prelate *till that 
communion was announced by the apoſtolic 
See (); in conſequence of letters ſtiled formed 
or communicatory, addreſſed by the biſhop elect 
or by his metropolitan, to the biſhop of Rome. 
By means of theſe communicatory letters biſhops 


(i) See above p. 80. & ſeq. (k) Lib. 3. contra Creſe. 
cap. 34. Tom. 9. edit. Ant. 1700. 


were, 


1 


were, as St. Optatus mentions (/) aſſociated with 
the ſucceſſor of St. Peter, and diſtinguiſhed from 
heretical and ſchiſmatical prelates (n). The em- 
peror Juſtinian declares, that he will never 
ſuffer what concerns the church to be determined, 
* without referring it to the Pope, as he is the head 
of all the moſt holy prieſts of God ()“ . All 
e the primitive Fathers ſpeak in like manner (9). 
The authority exercifed by ancient metropolitans 
in confirming or rejecting the election of a biſhop 


made by the clergy in preſence of the people, 


was not founded on any inherent or divine right. 
It derived entirely, as does every other exer- 
ciſe of metropolitical juriſdiction preciſely ſuch, 
from the church; and was regulated by her diſ- 
cipline, which is changeable, and has been 
changed by her authority only. The inſtitu- 
tion of metropolitans originated, probably, in 
the practice of the apoſtles, who committed 


the care of all the churches in the iſland of Crete 


© Titus, and of all thoſe in Aſia to Timothy (p). 
The ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction of the 
biſhop of Rome as ſucceſſor to St. Peter is not 
limited to any province or kingdom: It extends 
dy divine right to the chriſtian church in general, 


) S Opt. Milev. lib. 2. contra Donatiſt. cap. 3. & ſeq 
De formatis vide Dupinium in eundem locum Optati- 
(in) S. Opt. Milev. ibid. (a) Nec enim patimur, ut 
quidquam eorum, quæ ad eecleſiæ ſtatum ſpectant, non ad 
ejuſdem etiam Beatitudinem reſeratur, cum ea Caput fit 
em nium ſanctiſſimorum Dei Sacerdotum.” Juſt. Imp. in 
Ep. ad Epiphanium Conſtantinop. Vide Cod. lib. 1. Tit. 
1. lege 7. (be) Paſſim. Vide ſupra, pag. 35. & ſeq. 
Confer Mamacchium, ſeu Piſtum Alethinum Ep. iii. 
(e) Vide Chryſoſt. hom. 2. in Tit, & in 1 Timoth. Euſeb. 
,,,, 
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and to every particular See in Chriſtendom (). 

Hence the canons eſtabliſh that the care of all 
churches or Sees belongs to him (7). This autho- 
rity was exerciſed in different ways during the 
earlier ages of the church with reſpect to the ap- 
Pointment of biſhops. Metropolitans, ſo called 
from the metropolis of a province where they 
reſided, were eſtabliſhed before the firſt general 
council at Nice in the year 325, as they are men- 
tioned in the ſixth and ſeventh canons there- 
of (s): Their authority in a province was not 
eſtabliſhed, till their communion with the See of 
Rome was acknowledged by formed or communi- 
catory letters from thence (f). Sometimes, this 
communion, authority and juriſdiction were au- 
thenticated by the tranſmiſſion of the Pall: At 


other times, the metropolitans and biſhops of 


conſiderable Sees, were confirmed by legates or 
vicars of the holy See in different provinces. 'The 


biſhops of Theſſalonica were vicars of the apoſ- 
tolic See in Macedon, Achaia, &c.—thoſe of 
Arles, of Seville, and not infrequently of Con- 
ſtantinople, had the ſame authority in Gaul, in 
Spain, and a conſiderable part of the Eaſt. There 
were fimilar vicars in other places (4). Martin I. 
appointed the biſhop of Philadelphia in Afia his 


vicar in the ſixth century, with inſtructions * to 
6 regulate the churches in theſe parts with pro- 
* priety , and appoint biſhops in all of them, by 
the ſpiritual power granted him from the Lord, 

6 — * himſelf (the Pope 9 or by the authority of 


() See above p. 31. & ſeq. (r) Confer. Concil. Tri- 
dent. Seſſ. 24. de Reform. (s) Vide Uſerium de orig. 


Epiſcop. & Metrop.—item Concil. Antioch. Can. ix. Con- 


cil. Taur. Can. ii. Concil. Calcedonen. Can. 12. Concil. 


Trul. Can. 38. (:) See above p. 88. (47) Hiſtorici 
„„ holy 


Eecleſiaſtici & Concilia Fan. 


— 
= he © OOO yo ner amy xe one yore ant 


(pontificem), 


„ 


% holy Peter, Prince of the Apoſtles (x) Pope 
St. Gelaſe in the fifth century, ſpeaking of bi- 
ſhops, ſays, that it was an old eſtabliſhed rule with 
them, eſpecially with the Metropolitans ( eccle/ra- 
rum magiſtri) to apply to the chair of Peter im- 
mediately after their election, “ requeſting to re- 
« ceive from thence the moſt ſtrengthening con- 
% firmation of their ſolidity and firmneſs; to 
© ſhew thereby to all, that the church of Chriſt 
« isone and indifloluble every where (y). 


In the fourth age ſome biſhops were obliged to 


repair to Rome from diſtant parts before their 


conſecration, on account of the abuſes which pre- 
vailed at their elections (z). 


Pope St. Cornelius in the third century, not 
only depoſed all the biſhops who had aſſiſted at 
the conlecration of Novatian, but likewiſe ap- 
pointed others, and ſent them to occupy the va- 
cant Secs, without any oppoſition from St, Cypri- 


an or other Metropolitans ; who all applauded 


him (3). St. Irenzus in the ſecond age eſtabliſhes 


(x) Ut eccleſias in illis partibus decenter ordinaret, & in 
iis omnibus epiſcopos crearer, permiſſa ei a Domino per 
— per auctoritatem ſancti, & principis 
Apoſtolorum Petri ſpirituali poteſtate. Epiſt. x. ad. Petrum 
Vir. ill. & xi. ad eccl. Hieros. & Antioch. () Sui 
Sacerdotii ſumpta principia . . . Mittebant, ſuæ inde ſolidi- 
tatis graviſſima firmitatis roboramenta poſcentes. Gelas. 
Epift. viii. que tractatus infcribitur. (z) Ut ſacro- 
rum electi Præſides, Romam de longinquo etiam aliquando 
venireng ordinandi ut digni eſſent plebis, ſuoque judicio 
com probari. S. Siricius papa Ep. vi. ad diverſos Epiſcopos. 
Tom. 1. Epiſt. Rom. Pont. Edit. Paris 1721. 
(a) S. Cornel. Epiſt. xi. ad Fab. Antioch. Tom. i. Epiſt. 
Rom. Pont. Edit. Paris, 1721. 
the 
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the fupremacy of the Holy See in the moſt un- 
equivocal terms. We have tranſcribed them (6). 
The emperor Theodoſius ſent an embaſſy to Pope 
St. Boniface I. to obtain the formed or communi- 
catory letters in favour of Ne&arius Metropoli- 
tan elect of Conſtantinople (c). Marcian made 
the ſame application to Pope St. Leo the Great in 
favour of Anatolius elected to that metropolis (d). 
The primitive fathers are unanimous on the ſu— 
preme and general juriſdiction exerciſed by the 
biſhops of Rome (e), and acknowledged by ge- 
neral councils in all ages (f). 


This univerſal and ſupreme juriſdiction of the 
biſhops of Rome in all ſpiritual and ecclefiaſtical 
concerns, has been manifelted in primitive ages, 
not only by the grant of canonical inſtitution to 
the Metropolitans by formed ( litter formate) or 
communicatory letters from them (g), by tranf- 
miſſion of the Pall (), by means of vicars in dif- 
ferent provinces (i), and otherwiſe as we have 
remarked (4); but likewife by the ſuſpenſion, de- 


(%) See above P. 35. & ſeq. (c) Clementiſſimæ 
recordationis princeps Theodoſius Nectarii ordinationem, 
propterea quod in noſtra notione non eflet, habere non ex- 
iſtimans firmitatem, miſſis a latere {uo aulicis cum epiſco- 
pis, Formatam huic a Sede apoſtolica dirigi regulariter de- 
ofcit, qua ejus ſacerdotium roboraretur. S. Bonifacius J. 
Fri ad Rufum Theſſal. &c. Tom. I. Epiſt. Rom. Pont. 
(4) S. Greg. lib. V. Ep. xxi. Tom. VII. (e) See 
above P. 35. & ſeq. (f) Ibid. confule Mamac- 
chium in Epiſt. ad Juſtinum Febronium, & eundem in epiſt. 
ad Eybel. Item, de Vauthorite des deux puiſſances paſſim: 
et Devoti Inſtit. Can. Tom. 1. Edit. Rom. 1785. Vide ſu- 
pra P. 34. in note. (g) See above P. 88, The com- 
municatory letters from the biſhops to the Holy See were 
likewiſe called formatæ. | (A) See above P. 57. 
(i) Ibid. P. 89. (k) Ibid. & ſeq. ROT 
wy | privation, 
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privation, and other canonical puniſhment of 
biſhops, inveſted with the metropolitical and patri- 
archal dignity, in all parts of the world. Lhe 
fame authority has been conſtantly exerciſed in 
the erection, ſuppreſſion, and union of Sees; in 
the elevation of them to the metropolitical, pri- 
matial, and patriarchal dignity and juriſdiction ; 
in the tranſlation of biſhops, and in a variety of 
other inſtances unneceſſary to mention. They 
are detailed by the ancient fathers, by general and 
other councils, by our canons, and in the hiſtory 
of the Church (/). Under the different modes 
or forms of electing or appointing biſhops in an- 
cient or modern times, and adopted by authority 
of the church ; communion with the Holy See 
was conſidered as of indiſpenſible neceſſity. 


Hence 1t 1s, that Roman Catholic biſhops o 
every rank ſtile themſelves in their public acts 
Biſhops by favor or grace or authority of the holy 
apgſtolical Sce. This form has been general theſe 
many centuries paſt, eſpecially in all the weſtern 
churches (mn). St. Leo the Great, alludes to it in a 
letter to the emperor Marcian .of the year 452, 


concerning Anatolius who had been placed in the 


See of Conſtantinople, in theſe words, “ He, 
* (Anatolius) ſhould take care not to diſturb by 


the depravity of any deſire, what it is known 
„ he has obtained by aur kindneſs, (or) by our 


favor, 


) Paſſhm. See above p. 33. & ſeq. (nm) N. N. Miſe- 


ratione divina; & S. Sedis Apoſtolicæ Gratia Epiſcopus vel 


Archiepiſcopus, &c. The French biſhops frequently write, 


& S. Sedis'Apoftolice Audforitate, which is fill» ftronger 
than Gratia. Some biſhops: ſay, Dei & S. Sedis Apol- 


tolicz. Gratia.” Vide Mamacchium loc. cit. & Zacchariam 
DH, Lat. Hiſt. Tom. ii: Fulginiæ 1781. () t 
| ebuit 


1 


* favor, (or) grace (n). According to the preſent 
diſcipline ſanctioned by the practice of many cen- 
turics, authorized by general councils, and con- 
firmed by the difterent concordates or agreements, 
whereby catholic princes as protectors and bene- 
factors of the church are privileged to preſent or 
nominate to biſhopricks under certain conditi- 
ons (o); © the metropolitans cannot confer ec- 
&« cleſiaſtical juriſdiction (on their ſuffragan bi- 
* thops) in any manner: Whatever power they 
© antiently enjoyed in that reſpect, is now exer- 
* ciſed excluſively by the apoſtolical See, from 
* which it originally proceeded (þ).” The coun- 
cil of Trent expreſsly declares “ that the biſhop 
of Rome, from the duty of his office, is to 
« appoint paſtors for every See ():“ Wherefore 
there can be no lawful conſecration of a bifhop at 
leaſt in the Latin church, without an injunction 
from the apoſtolical See; nor any canonical mil- 
ſion except from eccleſiaſtical authority (7). 


* 


debuit (Anatolius) ut quod © noftro beneficio (ſeu) Gratia 
noſtra.” In Ad gr, noſcitur conſequutus, nullius cupidi- 
tatis pravitate turbaret. S. Leo. Ep. 79. cap. 2. & Epiſt. 
80. ibid. nec non Epiſt. 82. ad Julianum Epiſcopum Coen- 
ſem, (o) See above p. 84. & leq. (3) Hac perro ju- 
riſdictionis conferende poteſtas ex nova diſciplina a pluri- 
bus ſæculis jam recepta, a conciliis generalibus, & ab ipſis 
concordatis confirmata, ne ad Metropolitanos quidem po- 
reſt ullo modo attinere, utpote que illuc reverſa, unde 
diſceſſerat, unicè reſidet penes apoſtolicam Sedem.—Pius VL 
Epiſt. ſub die 13 Aprilis 1791. ad Clerum & populum gal- 
licanum. (2) Romanus Pontifex ex muneris ſui 
officio Paſtores ſingulis Ecclefiis preficiat.” —Concil. Tri- 
dent. Seſſ. 24. cap. 1. de Reform. (r) Si quis dixerit.... 
eos qui nee ah eccleſiaſtica & canonica poteſtate rite or- 
dinati, nec miſſi ſunt, ſed aliunde veniunt, legitimos eſſe 
verbi & ſacramentorum miniſtros, anathema fit. Ibid, 
Seſſ. xx1ii. Can. vii. 

The 
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The great Boſſuet (s) who is juſtly regarded as 
one of the moſt illuſtrious biſhops of the church 
of France, and who cannot be ſuſpected of flat- 
tery, thus expreſſes himſelf on this ſubject: 
* Rome predeſtined to be the chief ſeat of reli- 
gion, ſhould be on that account the fit See of 
St. Peter ; wherefore the eternal chair of Peter 
c has been eſtabliſhed and fixed in Rome: It is 
that Roman church which being taught by St: 
Peter and his ſucceflors, is unacquainted with 
1 c hereſy .. .. Thus the Roman church is always 
4 « avirgin, and the Roman faith has been always 
f & the faith of the church. We ſteadfaſtly be- 
| cc lieve what has been always believed, the ſame 
| « voice is heard every where; and Peter reſides 
in his ſucceſſors, the foundation of the faith- 
« ful. It is Jeſus Chriſt who has ſaid, Heaven 


and earth ſhall paſs away, but my words ſhall 


not paſs away.“ 


cc 
4 * 


cc 


c. 


C 


St. Bernard who ſpoke with ſuch freedom to 
| Popes, expreſſes himſelf on the prerogative of the 
Holy See, reſpecting the appointment of biſhops 
in the following terms: * "The plenitude of power 
© over all the churches in the univerſe, by a ſin- 
gular privilege, 1s given to the apoſtolic See. 
This Sce can erect new bilhopricks where none 
have exiſted before, if it judges it to be for 
the general good. Among thoſe which exiſt 
at preſent, it can depreſs ſome and raiſe others. 
It can appoint biſhops to be archbiſhops, and 
vice verſa, if there appears a neceſſity for doing 
« ſo{z).” Thomaſſinus derives the privileges of 
metropolitans who confirmed the biſhops of their 


cc 
cc 
cc 
== 
c 
cc 
=> 


(s) Boſſuet. Serm. ſur Puni:e de Ver lite, (t) S. Ber- 
nard. Ep. 131. ad Mediol. 


pro- 
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provinces from St. Peter and his ſucceſſors; and 
he obſerves, that when the Apoſtles, and chietly 
the prince of the Apoſtles, created metropolitan 
Sees, they did not diveſt themſelves of their right 
over theſe or the inferior biſhopricks : He ſays, 
„Again and again mult we inculcate, that the 
authority of certain biſhops, over other biſhops, 
„ who are equally ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles, 
cc 
that prerogative, which Chriſt conferred on St. 
Peter in placing him over the other Apol- 
„tles (u).“ 


The patronage then of the Catholic hierarchy 
preciſely ſuch as would confer ſpiritual and ec— 
cleſiaſtical juriſdiction by canonical inſtitution, is 
not, never was, nor cannot be, on Catholic prin- 
ciples, a temporal power. 'The nomination, pre- 
ſentation, or poſtulation of princes to vacant Sees, 
granted by ſpecial privilege of the church, is tem- 
poral; becaule it qualifies the eccleſiaſtic who is 
nominated, after recciving canonical inſtitution 
from the church, to enjoy the revenues, civil 
honors, and immunities uſually annexed by the 
Jaws of the ſtate to the epiſcopal miniſtry in every 
Catholic country. The prince by his nomination 
creates a baron. All the ſovereigns of the earth 
cannot inſtitute one biſhop by conterring eccleſi- 
aſtical juriſdiction. The church alone thro' the 
medium of her hierarchy, of which the Pope, as 
ſucceſſor of St. Peter, i is the head, exerciſes that 
power not only in Ireland, as Mr. Sheridan al- 
- ferts (x), but in all parts of the Catholic world ; 


(u) Thomaſ. cap. 8. art. 7. Confer Nat. Alex. ſec. 8. 
cap. 5. Hook vol. 3—See alſo Milner's Divine Right of 
Epiſcopacy, London, 1791. (z) Page 134 of the 
Eav. 
from 


ariſes from the imitation and the exertion of 
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from China to America, in England, in Scot» 


land, in Holland, in the Lutheran States of Ger- 


many, in the Zuinglian Cantons of Switzerland, 
in Ruſſia, in Sweden, in Denmark, in Africa. 
In all kingdoms where the Catholic Religion 1s 
not the Religion of the ſtate, the reſpective princes 
do not confer any eſtates or temporalities, and on 
that account, do not interfere in the appointment 
of biſhops, who are elected and inſtituted by the 
Pope himſelf, generally at the recommendation 
of other biſhops, and of the moſt reſpectable 
amongſt the clergy in each diſtrict. Theſe 
biſhops having no Sees in the reſpective provinces, 
are not ordinaries ; but govern the flock as Vicars 
apoſtolic (y). Ireland is a ſingular exception to 
this diſcipline. The Roman Catholic hierarchy 
has been preſerved in it by a regular ſucceſſion of 
prelates in the ſeveral Sees, where they act as or- 
dinaries. On a vacancy, the biſhops of the pro- 
vince and dioceſan clergy, who are belt qualified 
to judge of a proper ſucceſſor, recommend one 
or more to the Holy See. This recommendation, 
when unanimous, is effectual. There is no ex- 


ample of the contrary. Should the biſhops be di- 


vided in opinion, which ſeldom happens, that 
perſon 1s appointed who appears the moſt eligi- 


ble. On every vacancy the Pope demands the ad- 


vice of the S. Congregation of Cardinals, which ſu- 
perintends the eccleſiaſtical concerns of theſe 
kingdoms, and after mature deliberation with 
them, names and inſtitutes the biſhop. 


Such is the -very unexceptionable made of ap- 
pointing the Iriſh Roman Catholic biſhops, whole 


( See above page 53 in note. | R 
| uniform 


67) 


uniform loyalty and zealous exertions in promot- 
ing good order, have eminently contributed to 
1 the peace, and advance the proſperity of 
reland. Many of them, and of the Roman Ca- 
tholic clergy in general, ſecular and regular, were 
publicly executed, and aſſaſſinated during the 
uſarpation of Cromwell for their adherence to 
monarchy and the conſtitution. On the ſame 
principles of allegiance, they conceived them- 
ſelves bound to ſupport James II. in Ireland; nor 
has one of the Iriſh Catholic biſhops been ever 
charged with diſloyalty or diſaffection to the illuſ- 
trious houſe of Brunſwick. Theſe incontroverti- 
ble facts demonſtrate the purity of their civil prin- 
ciples: Away then with the phantoms ef alarm 
and danger from the Pope's appointment of bi- 
ſhops ; ſo often and ſo confidently repeated to keep 
prejudices alive againſt an innocent and loyal 
people. 


What we have [aid (z) of the Pope's ſupremacy, 
and of the conſequent neceſſity of communion 
with the See of Rome, to acquire canonical inſti- 
tution in the Catholic church, is more than ſuffi- 
cient to prove, that we as Catholics, cannot con- 
ſcientiouſly abjure the eccigſiaſtical authority of the 
biſhop of Rome, He is guardian of the general 
canons, and can alone diſpenſe in them, proprio 
fſure, or by inherent right. Others enjoy that 
power by delegation from him. The erection, 
ſuppreſſion, and union of biſhopricks, and other 
particular benefices : The elevation of Sees to the 
metxopolitical dignity, and juriſdiction: The in- 
ew yen of general faſts and holidays, diſpenſa- 
tions from their obſervance: The regulation and 


(s) Vide ſupra paſſim. 
| H inſpection 


(98) 
inſpeQion of our liturgy ; appeals from inferior 
ecclefiaſtical courts to his ſupreme tribunal ; the 
ſuſpenſion and reſtoration of bifhops, and num- 
berleſs other particulars of our general church 
diſcipline mentioned in the canons, depend on 
the Pope, as on our eccleſiaſtical ſuperior, and 
are connected with his primacy of juriſdiction in 
the univerſal church. The new teſt propoſed by 
Mr. Sheridan (a), is not therefore admiſſible on 
Catholic principles. As well might Catholics 
take the oath of ſupremacy required by att of 
parliament, and _ themſelves at once for the 
honors and offices of the ſtate, by declaring, 
* that the king's highneſs is the only ſupreme 
governor of this realm, as well in all ſpiritual or 


eccleſiaſtical things or cauſes, as temporal (C).“ 


Catholics have conſtantly refuſed to make this de- 
_ claration. Many of them in theſe kingdoms, 
after the example of Sir Thomas More, - biſhop 
Fiſher, and others have forfeited their lives, ra- 
ther than abjure their principles by taking that 
oath, Henry the VIII. of England, was the 
firſt chriſtian prince that aſſumed ecclefraftical ſu- 
premacy, and commanded an - enſlaved parlia- 
ment to enact it as a law of the ſtate (c). The 
Catholics conſider it an uſurpation, and on Ca- 
tholic principles, deny the competency of any 
lay power or tribunal whatever to regulate their 
eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, while they conſcientiouſly 
reſpe& the ſovereign power in all temporal and 
civil concerns (d). | 3 55 


(sa) Eſay, & c. page 133. (8) See the form of order- 
ing Deacons, Prieſts. and Biſhops, which preſcribes the 
oath of ſupremacy. Dublin Ed. 1767, by Grierſon, (c) See 
See above n. 4. (4) Ibid. p. 88. | 


Their 
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Their principles and conduct are perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with the declaration lately made by 


them (e); not to exerciſe the elective franchiſe 


to diſturb and weaken the eftabliſhment of the Pro- 
teſtant tar, wr or Proteſtant government in this 
country. Catholics do not conſider the civil eſta- 
bliſhment of religion by the ſtate, as neceſſary for 
the propagation or preſervation of it. Chriſtia- 
nity was preached and propagated in the firſt 
centuries, not only without ſuch aſſiſtance, but 
in direct oppoſition to all the powers of the 
earth. At this day, proteſtantiſm is the eſta- 
bliſhed ſtate religion in Ireland ; the Catholic 
religion is that of the Iriſh people. The church 
of Chriſt is ſupported by his aſſiſtance, which he 
has promiſed to the end of time. The Catholics 
of Ireland will not difturb and weaken the proteſ- 
tant church eſtabliſhment, nor invade the pro- 
perty, honors, and privileges of the Proteſtant 
clergy, confirmed to them by ſtatute law : Nei- 
ther will they diſturb and weaken the Proteitant 
government in this country, Whether in proſpe- 
rity or adverfity they think it a duty to reſpect the 
conſtituted powers; and will continue their alle- 
jo to a Proteſtant king, and obedience to 
roteſtant governors of every kind, appointed 
by law to rule over them. Their loyalty and $090 
conduct entitle them to the protection of a chriſ- 
tian ſtate, | 


Mr. Sheridan declares that © he 1s no friend to 
teſts which go to articles of religious faith (f).” 
We beg leave to repeat, that the teſt propoſed by 
him is, on Catholic principles, a religious ons 


(e) Declaration of Iriſh Catholics dated 17th March, 
7 (f) Ho. &c. p. 132. | 
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going to articles of faith, and not reconcileable 


with them (g). 


We are unwilling to ſuſpe& Mr. Sheridan of 
malevolence towards any deſcription of people ; 


but cannot acquit him of prejudice againſt Catho- 


lics, or ignorance of their real principles. What 
elſe could have induced him to hazard ſo man 
roundleſs aflertions in a dozen pages (5)? This 
ignorance of our genuine religious principles is 
lamentable; as it is often the cauſe of miſrepre- 
ſentation without any evil intention: We have 
had occaſion to remark this in ſome publications 
of Proteſtants friendly to Iriſh Catholics ; and 
from patriotic motives, the avowed advocates of 
their emancipation. This ignorance is excuſa- 
ble in many Proteſtants, and others not in com- 
munion with the See*of Rome. In general, they 
are only acquainted with our religious tenets from 
the aſſerted ſuperſtition and terrors of popery re- 
peated in the nurſery, and re-echoed in catechiſms 
calculated to excite prejudices againſt Catholics, 


rather than to inculcate the truths of religion (i). 
Theſe prejudices are foſtered by anniverſary ſer- 


mons, by reviews, dictionaries, tours, travels, 
cazetteers, magazines, and other trifling publi- 
cations, detailing the enormities of blood thirſty 
Papiſts, and ridiculing the myſteries, and miniſ- 
ters of the Catholic religion. There are many 
readers, but few reaſoners in this age of boaſted 


illumination and exaggerated knowledge. Under 
. theſe circumſtances, it is not at all ſurpriſing that 
ſome liberal Proteſtants retain a degree of preju- 


| a.) See above p. 96. (4) From p. 124 of the Eſſay, 
C. 


i) See Dr. Butler's Juſtification, and O'Leary's 


Defence. 
dice 


1 


dice againſt Catholics, or that others better in- 
formed, and advocates for Catholic emancipation, 
appear 8 of our religious principles in 
their well intended publications. This apology 
cannot be made for a Catholic, who forgetful of 
his, catechiſm or indifferent about all religions, 
injures that which he ſeemingly profeſſes, by ri- 
diculing its doctrines or diſciphne, and re- 
tailing calumny againſt the viſible head, and other 
miniſters of the Catholic church in his converſa- 
tion, or by anonymous publications. We wiſh 
that Proteſtants and others may judge of our re- 
ligious and civil principles by our catechiſms, by 
our books of devotion and religious inſtruction, 
by the paſtoral letters of our bilkops, by the dog- 
matical conſtitutions of Popes, by the acts of our 
general councils, and by our uniform conduct. 
It is in this manner, that Catholics are taught to 
judge of the peculiar and diſcriminating doctrines 
of every chriſtian denomination not in commu» 
nion with the See of Rome, and centre of Ca- 
tholic unity, and not from the private unautho- 
rized opinions of individuals; much leſs, from 
their particular conduct on any occaſion. The 
Catholics of this kingdom have confirmed their 


conſcientious duty to his majeſty and ſucceſſors 


on the throne, by a ſolemn oath abjuring every 
tenet imputed to them, which can aftord any un- 


eaſineſs to the moſt ſuſpicious Proteſtant. When 


the Catholics of England were lately divided on 
the lawfulneſs of an oath propoſed to them, the 
Britiſh legiſlature diſdaining to embarraſs them, 
decreed with equal magnanimity and judgment, 
that the oath already taken by the Catholic clergy 
and laity of Ireland, ſhould be ſubſtituted in 
place of all others, and be conſidered as fully 


ſuficient 
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ſufficient (). We flatter ourfelves that our own 
legiſlature will continue to conſider that oath 
framed by themſelves, and taken by the Catho- 
hes of Ireland, and lately by their brethren in 
England, in the fame light. | 


We cannot take leave of Mr. Sheridan with- 
out noticing another inſtance of his diſlike of the 
Iriſh Catholie clergy, and of his endeavours to ſe. 
parate the laity of their communion from them, 
on a preſumption that the flock believe differently 
from their ſhepherds and paſtors. He gives great 
eredit to the Catholic laity for ſigning the ninth 
article of their declaration, and aſſerts that they 
have thereby abjured tenets taught by their prieſt- 
hood and Hierarchy (/). An incautious or unin- 
formed reader muſt neceſſarily conclude from this 
aflertion, that the declaration was publiſhed with- 
out the approbation of the clergy. This is not 
the fact. The declaration was reſpectfully ſub- 
mitted to their conſideration by the Catholic com- 
mittee; nor was it publiſhed: till after the clergy of 
Dublin had generally approved and ſigned it, as 
eontaining nothing contrary to the articles of Catholic 
faith. It was afterwards ſubſcribed by biſhops 
and clergy in every part of the kingdom in ſimi- 
lar terms. © | 


The Catholic laity of Ireland reſpe& their 
Clergy, and conſider it a duty to be regulated by 
their determinations on all points of religious 
doctrine. They are attached to their paſtors and 
ſpiritual guides, who love them as their children 
in Chriſt. Clergy and Laity are united by the 


0h Ses the caſe/ flared by F. Plowden, Eſq. 0) See 
Efaj, Ko, p. 130. * 


moſt 


C ws } 


moſt tender and intereſting conſiderations. Eves 
ry effort to diſſolve this union muſt prove ineffec · 
tual. Intereſt and duty combine to render it in- 


diſſoluble. In adverſity or proſperity, they muſt 
riſe or fall together. * 


If the old calumnies againſt the Pope and au- 
thority of the church, againſt the hierarchy and 
ſome parts of our general ecclefiaſtical diſcipline, 
had not been revived at a time peculiarly critical; 
when a bare ſuſpicion of diſloyalty, or of any 
doctrine inimical to civil liberty and ſociety in 
our clergy, might juſtly indiſpoſe the legiſlature 
againſt us, and defeat our expectations of eman - 
cipation from the penal laws; we would have re- 
mained ſilent on theſe particulars. We have not 
diſcuſſed them with a view to excite religious 


controverſy, but merely to repel the recent at- 


tacks made on ſome of our religious principles. 
We wiſh only to preſerve our reputation unſullied, 
and ſincerely proteſt againſt animoſity towards 
any claſs or deſcription of chriſtians not in religi- 
ous communion with us: It is our preciſe duty as 


chriſtians to love all mankind: of every religion 


and country. We do not mean to offend any one. 
By aſſerting and explaining ſuch of our tenets as 
have been aſſailed and cenſured, we do not forget 
the reſpect we owe to the aſſailants. And hope they 
will acquit us, as we do them, of malevolence or 
evil intention of any kind. Ignorance of our real 
principles, prejudices of education ſtrengthened 
by worldly. confiderations, operate powertully on 
the beſt, and moſt ingenuous minds. To one or 
another of theſe, or to all of them, we may 
aſcribe the calumnies and obloquy ſo often repeat- 
ed againſt us. The primitive chriſtians _—_ 
euce 


— — — 


( 164 ) 
eneed them in like manner. Many ancient fa- 
thers remark, that if their principles and conduct 
were ſuch as the Pagans and Heretics deſcribed 
them, they ſhould not be ſuffered to exiſt (m). 
We can with equal confidence declare, that did 
we hold the monſtrqus doctrines imputed to us, 
(we have abjured them,) inſtead of enjoying the 
Juſt rights of good citizens, we ought to be ex- 
terminated from the earth, or condemned as con- 
victs to perpetual ſlavery in Botany Bay, and 
other remote uncultivated regions; and thus de- 
prived, as the outcaſts of ſociety, of any inter- 
courſe with the civilized, or the honeſt part of 
mankind. 3 


Every one acquainted with our religious prin- 
ciples muſt acknowledge, that they are of all 
others the beſt calculated to inſpire a reverence 
for conſtituted authorities, and obedience to the 
laws. We have obſerved, that Iriſh Roman Ca- 
tholics in particular have, after the example of the 
primitive chriſtians, made extraordinary ſacrifices 
to their religion and loyalty (n). Their union with 
the Holy See as the centre of Catholic unity renders 
them one family with all the Catholics of the 
World; and equally preſerves them from rebel- 
lion and ſchiſm, © O Roman Church, O holy 
„ city, exclaimed the pathetic and amiable Fene- 
% Jon, O dear and common country of all chriſ- 
« tians! In Chriſt there is neither Greek nor 
« Scythian; in thy boſom all nations melt into 
one, all are fellow citizens of Rome, and every 
Catholic is a Roman. O let not the children 
of the common mother canſider her a Step- 


* Paſſim. 050 See above B. 95. 


dame, 


1 


* dame, let them not harbour vain jealouſies of 
5 her parental, her ſacred authority.“ &c.—It 
has been remarked by many that the power and 
authority of rulers in every. ſtate relax and are 
weakened as the canonical authority of the church 
is violated (). Pretended reformers of religion 
by rebelling againſt the paſtors whom God had 
placed in the church, taught their followers to 
riſe up alſo againſt temporal rulers (). Religi- 
on is the parent of order, and the firmeſt ſupport 
of every legal government.— The deiſt on aban- 
doning the ſure guide of revelation begins 
to reaſon on every thing, then doubts every 
thing, and at length mocks and reviles not 
only the moſt ſacred truths of religion, but 
alſo the fundamental and beſt eſtabliſhed MAX» 
ims of ſociety and government; boldly con- 
tending that the human mind is not to be fetter- 
ed by the authority of church or ſtate.— Finally 
the Athieſt denying the exiſtence of God, will 


not acknowledge any law or maſter. The impi- 


ous man who blaſphemes the Deity as a fantaſtical 
being, which the ſuperſtition of mothers and 
nurſes has formed as a ſcare crow to frighten chil- 
dren, will not ſcruple to deſcribe kings and other 
authorized rulers in every ſtate as ſo many idols, 


which ſervility and flattery have inveſted with 


power. We have alaſs! Too many fatal proofs 
of this melancholy truth in the writings of mo- 
dern infidel philoſophers (); and in the ſediti- 
ous conduct of their diſciples, 


(o) Buſſuet Hiſt. Var. & alii Hiſtorici complures. 
(v) Idem. ibid. () The principal are: Hobbes, 
pinoſa, Bayle, Voltaire, Rouſſean, Mirabaud, D'Alam- 
bert, D'Argens, Diderot, Marmontel, Reynal, Mirabeau, 
Several 4 40 orators have borrowed their philippics againſt 
religion and the Church from theſe and ſimilar apoſtles of 
r | 
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Of all theſe philoſophers Voltaire is the 
moſt dangerous, as his fanciful and licentious 
works have been tranſlated into ſeveral languages. 
Had he known the juſt value of his talents, and - 
confined their activity within proper bounds, 
without attempting to explain and fathom myſte- 
Ties, which he ſhould have admired and reſpected 
as beyond the limited comprehenſion of man; 
he would be deſervedly ranked amongſt the moſt 
Huſtrions and ſprightly poets of his time; in- 
ſtead of being handed down to poſterity as the 
avowed Champion of infidelity and libertiniſm. 
His writmgs without the ſolidity of argument, 
are replete with untruths, ſarcaſm and error, 
delivered in the moſt dogmatical and peremp- 
tory language. They are calculated to inſtil the 
poiſon of irreligion and licentiouſneſs by the 
harmony of rhyme and elegance of proſe, fea- 
foned with ridicule and irony : At times, he 
deccives by an affeQation of moderation and im- 
partiality. His errors and falſities thus diſguiſ- 
ec operate inſenſibly, but fatally, on the minds 
of unreflecting youth: They excite indifference 
and doubts, which are rapidly ſucceeded by aver- 
ſion and contempt, not only of the miniſters, 
but of. alt the dogmas and myſteries of the 
Chriſtian Faith. This is the contagious, and ex- 
terminating infection Voltaire has bequeathed in 
his writings, which have deſtroyed, and conti- 
nue to deſtroy, innumerable, mcautious readers, 
by ſapping in their minds the very elementary and 
fundamental principles of morality, with irrepara- 
ble injury to ſociety in general, and domeſtic happi- 
neſs. Theerrors, quibbles, and puns of this writer 
have been expoſed and refuted by many able advo- 
_ cates of religion and legal authority in church and 

V tate: 
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ſtate (7): Unhappily theſe works are little read 
by thoſe who have fucked in the poiſon of jrreli« 
gion and immorality from the writings of Foltaire, 
and who with to gratity every paſſion, however 
foul and brutal, under the pleaſing delufion of 
impunity in the next life. Other infidel and li- 
centious philoſophers, particulatly Rouſſeau, ap- 
peal ſometimes to the judgment of readers: 
Voltaire declines that tribunal, and conſtantly in- 
vokes and ſeduces the imagination, which o 

rates more effectually than the reaſoning faculties 
on the generality of mankind, and too often 
makes an impreſſion proportioned to the violence 
of our paſſions. Every man who admits divine 
revelation, and is acquainted with the writings of 
Voltaire, mult, if he reflects as he ought, be con- 
vinced of their manifeſt hoſtility to the chriſtian 
religion, and to all conſtituted authorities in 
church or ſtate. Is it not then as ſurpriſing as it 
is lamentable, that his philoſophical dictionary which 
contains the marrow and ſubſtance of all his 
other writings, and is the moſt dangerous of 
them becauſe adapted to vulgar capacities: Is it 
not ſurpriſing, we ſay, that an Engliſh tranſlation 


of that infidel production of Voltaire, ſhould have 


been publiſhed lately in this chriſtian and civilized 
city, by a chriſtian printer ? 


There are features in the character of modern 
infidel philoſophers common to all of them. They 


ſubſtitute ſophiſm for argument, and bare aſſer- 


(r) Namtte Les erreurs de Voltaire, Bergier, Gauchat, Let- 
tres de queeches Juifs a Mr. de Voltaire, Catechiſme 
Philoſophique Dictionaire Hiſtorique Ju de Feller. Many 
others of al nations have written on the ſame ſubject, par- 


ticularly the lare learned Profeſſor Valſecchi of Padua. ; 
: | tion 
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tien for proof. They aſſail the dogmas and mi- 
niſters of the chriſtian religion with ſarcaſms and 
ridicule. They acknowledge no authority but 
their own. They expreſs the moſt ſupercilious 
contempt of the clergy, and of all others who 
undertake the defence of divine revelation. They 
outrage the ſoverei ; hy authority and the miniſ- 
ters of it in every They are enemies to 
ety, and ent religious inſtitutions as ſuper- 
us and childiſh : They wiſh to diQtate without 
examined, and are extremely peeviſh when 
contradicted. They flatter the paſſions, and ſelt- 
love of man to render their paradoxes palatable. 
They profeſs benevolence, toleration, philan- 
thropy, hberality, to enſnare weak minds, but 
are indignant at oppoſition to their ſyſtems ; and 
the moſt intolerant and perſecuting of mankind : 
Their efforts tend to render man inſenſible of his 
infirmities, and of his dependance on the Deity: 
They imperceptibly lead to a miſconception of 
the truth, to 1gnorance, to ſcepticiſm, to a con- 
tempt of all authority, to an arrogant indepen- 
dence incompatible with the happineſs and exiſt. 

ence of ſociety. 


Such, deareſt brethren, are the principles and 
uniform conduct of theſe proud philoſophers, the 
felf-created cenſors-general of mankind; and pre- 
tended reformers of church and ſtate : N. either pre- 
judice, nor bigotry, nor ſuperſtition, with which they 
to inſolently and frequently charge the profeſſors 
of chriſtianity, and lovers of ſocial order, has 
furniſhed colours for the picture we have exhi- 
bited, however degrading to human nature it 
mult appear: Would to God we could forget the 
enormities committed, or the anarchy cauled by 


this falſe and deſtructive philoſophy, more fatal a 
| tne 


( - 109 ) 


the peace and real advantages of kingdoms, than 
the ambition of rulers, or hoſtility of invaders ! 
Contraſt, we beſeech you, the agitating ſelfiſh 
ſpirit of theſe philoſophers, their cowardice at 
the apprehenſion of death, their diſmay and hor- 
ror in their laſt agonizing moments, their uneaſi- 
neſs and remorſe at having abuſed talents, by 
blaſpheming that great and good God who be- 
ſtowed them ; contraſt, we ſay, theſe conſequences 
of infidelity, with the conſolation afforded by re- 
ligion in adverſity, with the calm reſignation of 
good chriſtians at their approaching diſſolution, 
and you will be forced to acknowledge the exce]- 


lence of religion, and to proclaim aloud— 
REL1c1o viIcisT1! 


Of this great and conloling truth, we have had 
a recent and illuſtrious proof in the religious and 
magnanimous conduct of his late moſt Chriſtian 
majeſty Lewis XVI. whoſe name will be handed 
down to poſterity as a bright ornament of religian 
and chriſtian philoſophy, which rendered him far 
greater in his misfortunes, than he, or any of his 
royal anceſtors ever were, amidſt the ſplendor of 
the moſt brilliant court in Europe, or in the me- 
ridian of their greateſt triumphs on earth. The 
tender ſentiments of piety, of benevolence, of 
conjugal and parental affection, of gratitude, of 
reſignation, of fortitude, of reſpe& for the 
Church, of forgiveneſs of his enemies, and of other 
ſublime virtues inſpired by the Goſpel, which are 
ſo emphatically expreſſed in his Teſtament or laſt 
will, ought to filence the enemies of chriſtianity, 
and engage them to cheriſh its maxims. Not one 
of the infidel philoſophers, from Socrates to 


Mirabeau, nor all of them together, diſplayed 


the dignity of mind, or delivered the ſalutary 
truths 


1 116 

truths contained in the mentioned conciſe and 
precious monument of that chriſtian hero. The 
ſublime ſimplicity and moſt affecting pathos of 
that evangelical farewell of this world, infinitely 
ſurpaſs all the laboured writings of our modern 
atheiſtical, deiſtical, and irreligious philoſophers, 
ſo remarked for their pedantic verboſity, affec- 
tation of erudition, and tinſel eloquence (5). 


Neither have theſe cenſorious philoſophers the 
merit of originality. Moſt of their leading max- 
ims are borrowed from pagan. authors (7), who 
have been long ſince refuted by the antient Fathers, 
and other Chriſtian writers (2). Plagiariſm, or 
literary theft is no crime with our modern infidel 
critics; who are only united in their contempt of 
religion, and hatred of conſtituted authorities. 
Two of them ſeldom agree in the manner of re- 
ducing their impious and ſeditious theories to 
practice. Their efforts to realize them are al- 
ways accompanied with a declaration of war 
againſt the Church, and all the horrid conſe- 
quences of anarchy, which neceſſarily follow 
the ſubverſion of authority. | 


The French academicians have depoſited all the 
venom of philoſophical poifon in their circle of 
ſciences called the Encyclopedia : Every ſcience, 
hiſtory, geography, even grammar and geometry, 
are rendered ſubſervient to the fanaticiſm of im- 
piety in that cumbrous miſcellany, The famous 
philoſopher Diderot one of the compilers calls it, 


(s) See Appendix, No. I. (:) Epicure, Lucretins, 
Celſus and others.  («) See above p. 105, in not. alfo 
Card. Polignac in his Anti Luerece. Orig. cont. Celſum. 
S. Tho. cont. Gentes & in Summa. 


«apit 


(iini 


ce a pit into which a kind of rag gatherers throw 
and jumble an infinity of articles ill conſi- 
* dered, ill digeſted; good, bad, uncertain, 
„and always incoherent and diflimrlar : A de- 
teſtable ſet of labourers, continues Diderot, 
have been employed in it, who knowing no- 
thing, but piqueing themſelves on knowin 


« every thing, endeavoured to diltinguiſh them- ' 


ſelves by a wild univerſality, attempted every 
« thing, embroiled every thing, ſpoiled eve 
« thing, &c.” If, Diderot himſelf and his phi- 
loſophical affociates Voltaire, d' Alembert, Mar- 
montel, &c. had fat for this picture, it could not 
have more faithfully repreſented their principles 
and manner (x). Ex uno diſce omnes. 


Beware then, deareſt brethren, of theſe inũdi- 


ous philoſophers and their ſeducing writings : 
Avoid as a peſtilence the company of thoſe who 
are poiſoned by their principles, leſt you ſhould 
likewiſe become infected. The prevailing ſpirit 
of infidelity, immorality, and indifference about 
religion are the inevitable conſequences of their 
impious maxims. St. Paul warns us againſt the 
errors of latter times: Know, ſays this great 
Apoſtle, © that in the laſt days ſhall come 
dangerous times. Men ſhall be lovers of them- 
„ ſelves, covetous, haughty, proud, blaſphemers, 


(x) Un gouffre of des eſpeces de Chiffoniers jetterent 
phe m&le une infinite des choſes mal vues, mal digerrees 
nnes, mauvaiſes, incertaines, & tonjours incoherentes 
& diſparates, &c. on y a employè une race deteſtable de 
travailleurs, qui ne ſachant rien 4 qui ſe piquant de ſavoir 


tout, chercherent à ſe diftinguer par une univerſalite deſes 


ſperante, 1 ſur tout, brouillerent tout, gãterent tour, 


&c. Diderot apud Feller. Dict. Hiſt. in lit. D. edit. 
Auſbourg e Liege, 1791. N | 


ce diſo- 
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&© diſobedient to parents, ungrateful, wicked; 
without affection, without peace, ſlanderers; 
« incontinent, unmerciful, without kindneſs: 
« 'Traitors, ſtubborn, puffed up, and lovers of 
<< pleaſures more than of God (y).” 


« Beware alſo leſt any man impoſe upon you 
by philoſophy, and vain deceit ; according to 
<* the tradition of men, according to the rudi- 
ments of the world, and not according to 
« Chriſt (z) „We charge you, brethren, in the 
* name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that you with- 
draw yourſelves from every brother walking diſ- 
<- orderly, and not according to the tradition 
© which they have received (a): Therefore, bre- 
„ thren, ſtand firm; and hold the traditions 
« which you have learned, whether by word, or 
by our epiſtle (6). 


La 
* 


We have recently in conjunction with ſome of 
our venerable brethren expreſſed our conſcienti- 
ous abhorrence of the outrages committed in 
ſome counties of this kingdom, by malicious or 
deluded perſons of different religious perſuaſions, 
ſtyling themſelves Defenders ; but who are in 
reality the vileſt Ofenders, and tranſgreſſors of 
divine and human laws : We have declared ſuch 
wretched and unthinking Catholics as are or may 
be concerned in theſe predatory riots, unworthy 
of that appellation, and a diſgrace to chriſtia- 
nity (c). We now repeat the ſame, and conjure 
you to promote the public peace by every means 
in your power; and to guard againſt the artifices 


0 11 Tim. iii. 1, 2, 3. 4. (2) 11 Col. ii. 8. 
(2) 11 Thel. iii. 6. (6) lbid. ii. 4. (c) See Ap- 
pendix, No. II. | | 


of 
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of intriguing men, deſirous to involve you in tu- 
mult and ſedition, in order to render our loyalty 
ſuſpe&ed, and our conduct odious to the belt of 
kings, and to both houſes of parliament. 6 
not, deareſt brethren, be ſeduced from your reli- 
gious and hereditary loyalty, and reſpect for the 
laws, by the ſolicitations or example of any per- 
ſon; for to outrage the laws is always highly crimi- 
nal. That Catholic muſt be fooliſh, or mad, or 
wicked, or imprudent in the extreme, who abets any 
tendency to ſedition, and the more ſo, when the mi- 
niſters of the crown, and both houſes of parlia- 
ment manifeſt a defire to concur with his majeſty 
in promoting the proſperity of Ireland, the union 
and happineſs of all his fubjects, by your eman- 
cipation. ; 


This very momentous queſtion is now before 
the legiſlature: We again earneſtly beſeech you 
to ſupplicate the Almighty Ruler of empires, 
by whom kings reign, and the framers of laws de- 
termine what is juſt, to direct their deltberations 
thereon ; for his greater glory, for the happineſs 
of this kingdom, and advantage of all good ſub- 
jects. Pray in a particular manner for the pre- 
ſervation of our beloved Sovereign the tender 
father of all his people, for the royal family, for 
his majeſty's miniſters, for both houſes of parlia- 
ment, for the magiſtrates, and for all in power 
over us, that they may rule in wiſdom, and enjoy 
tranquillity: Implore the protection of Heaven 
for the Church of Chriſt and her miniſters, againft 


the various attacks of infidelity. He has pro- 


miſed, it is true, to aſſiſt his Church to the end 
of time, but has not attached his promile to 
[ particular 
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particular kirigdotns or provinces, The Chriſtian 
faith was firſt preached, and propagated in the 


Eaſt, where it flouriſhed during many centuries - 


It flouriſhed likewiſe in Africa. At preſent alas! 
it barely exiſts in ſome parts of theſe continents, 
long the prey of Pagan idolatry and Mahomgtan 


ſuperſtition : Other regions have been alſo de- 


prived of the light of Faith, by their pride, 
ſchiſm, and in puniſhment of various fins. Would 


to Heaven we had not occaſion to bewail recent 


inſtances of ſimilar divine vengeance in Europe ! 


Take care then, dearly beloved brethren, to 
cheriſh the precious gift of Chriſtian Faith: 
Without it we muſt periſh eternally. 


St. John Chryſoſtom remarks, © that a licen- 


„ -tious. life, and vain love of glory, are the 
principal cauſes of incredulity (e)“, which under 


the diſguiſe of phileſophy, is epidemical in theſe 


irreligicus times. No chriſtian of ſober regular 
conduct, who thinks modeſtly and humbly of 


himſelf is incredulous : Avail yourſelves of this 


Juſt reflection and advice of that holy Doctor. It 
will ſhield you from the attempts of modern wits, 
who affect a ſuperiority of underſtanding and ſin- 
. gularity of opinion, to lay waſte the inheritance 


of Jeſus Chriſt, whom they audaciouſly and 


. openly blaſpheme. Conſider, that the generality 


of theſe witlings have been, and are to this. day 


e) lud manime cauſa incredulitatis eft vira nempe 


cortupta, & giorie amor, Chryſoſt. in Matth. Hom. 72. 


en- 


. 
— ——— —6¾— — 


Katz Y 


enſlaved by their paſſions, and that their infidelity 
had its origin in the depravity of their hearts. 
The habit of vice is what chiefly foments it, and 
an unbounded vanity renders it diſguſting and in- 
ſupportable to all real chriſtians (f). 


It is not difficult to know theſe diſciples of 
infidelity : they diſtinguiſh themſelves by a petulaut 


overbearing loquacity, an intolerable ſelf. ſuſſi- 


ciency, an irreligious ridicule, a peremptory 
dogmatical deciſion, a contempt of authority 
particularly eccleſiaſtical, and by other cha- 


racteriſtic qualities of their maſters and teachers(g). 


Their converlation is dangerous, their attacks 
inſidious. Be on your guard, but do not confide 
in your own ſtrength. It will prove inſufficient 
without the efficacious grace of God. © For it 
is God who worketh in you both to will and to 
6 accompliſh according to his. good will (%)“. 
Implore that heavenly aid inceflantly, as the pro- 
tection of your Faith againſt the violence of paſ- 


| Hon, and contagion of bad example. 


If you and your children, ſaid the Lord to 
Salomon, revolting ſhall turn away from fol- 
* lowing me, and will not keep my command- 
* ments. . . I will take away Iſrael from the face of 
the land, it ſhall be a proverb and a bye 
* word among all people”... . When it ſhall 
be aſked, © Why hath the Lord done thus to this 


cc 


) See Beaumont Recueil des Mandemens. This late 
ithutrious archbiſhop of Paris was ftyled the Athanaſius of 
the preſent century, on acconnt of his uniform oppoſition 
tothe Janſenifts and philoſophers of France. g) See 
above p. 104, 105. (A) Phil. ii. 13. 


1 «land, 


1 


* land, and to this houſe? They ſhall anſwer, 
6 becauſe they forſook the Lord their God (i)“. 


Such, deareſt brethren, is the dreadful ſentence 
denounced by God himſelf againſt thoſe who, 
following the corruption of their hearts, abandon 
his worſhip. Let us then endeavour “ to work 
& our falvation with fear and trembling (Y)“; 
For, „man knoweth not whether he be worthy 
& of love or hatred (/)” Let us humble ourſelves 
in the preſence of the Lord who “ reſiſteth the 
„proud and giveth grace to the humble (n)“. 
Fry your own ſelves if you be in the Faith (n)“. 
If you are, you will with the divine aſſiſtance en- 
liven it by good- works, by the obſervance of 
God's commands, and by the practice of religious 
duties. For as the body without the ſpirit is 
dead; fo alſo faith without good works is 
dead (o) '). Do not deſpiſe the riches of 
God's goodneſs, and patience, and long ſuf- 
% fering : Knoweſt thou not that the benignity 
of God leadeth thee to penance ? But ac- 
* cording to thy hardneſs and impenitent heart, 
* thou treaſureſt to thyſelf wrath, againſt the 
„ day of wrath, and revelation of the juſt 
« judgment of God (p).” 


hn 


To you the ſacred. miniſters of religion, the 
Roman Catholic clergy of this archdioceſs, we 
ſhall now addreſs ourſelves in a particular man- 


(i) iii. Kings ix. 6. 7. 8. 9. (4) Phil, fl. 12.13, 
| (1) Eeel. ix. 1. (m) 1 Pet. v. 5. (n) 11. Cor. i 
ii. James 26. 0 

ner 


( 


ner. You are not ignorant of the many preff. 
ing motives which ſhould intereſt you in the 
eager purſuit of ſacred learning, and engage 
you to cheriſh and obſerve the duties of your 
ſtation. The Church never ſtood in greater need 
of zealous and exemplary miniſters than at pre- 
ſent; when the powers of darkneſs leagued 
againſt her, have fatally ſucceeded in ſpreading 
incredulity and a criminal indifterence about 
religion. There 1s every reaſon to dread, that 
we ive in thoſe days foretold by St. Paul ; 
unhappy days! when men appear abandoned to 
malice, or . led aſtray by the pride of reaſon, 
ſtrive to authorize their licentious maxims, and 
to involve others in the ſame criminal illuſion 
which has ſeduced themſelves (q). But © you 
OO men of God (r), you our worth fellow 
labourers, You © the joy of our miniſtry, our 
« crown and our glory, ſtand faſt in the Lord, 
„ my dearly beloved ()“. Shun thoſe ſeducers, 
and be every day more and more ſolicitous to 


comply with your ſublime duties. Fly theſe. 


<« things; and follow after juſtice, piety, faith, 
charity, patience, meeknels (7): * Keep that 
* which is committed to your truſt, avoid- 
<« ing the profane novelties of words, and op- 
«© polition of knowledge falſely ſo called ()“. 
In a word, exerciſe yourſelves in the practice 
of every virtue by the obſervance of what our 
ſacred canons preſcribe and recommend. 


7) But evil men and ſeducers ſhall grow worſe and worſe : 
erring and driving into error. ii. Tim. 111.13, (r) 1 Tim. 
vi. 11. 1 « 3: 8, Bd (7) 1 Tim. vi. 11. 
(u) Ibid. v. 20. 
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that always mindful of the divine 


( 1408) 


We ſpeak to you, deareſt brethren, © not in 
e loftineſs of ſpeech, nor in the perſuaſive words 
of human wiſdom, as our faith does not 
% ſtand on the wiſdom of man, but on the 
* power of God(x)” ; and ſhall conclude our 
preſent paſtoral inſtruction with recommending 
ourſelves to the prayers of our beloved flock in 
general. We requeſt them moſt earneſtly, from 
an entire conviction of the importance and dan- 
ger of our miniſtry, and of our inſufficiency 
fo comply with the duties of it, without the 
ſpecial aſſiſtance of heaven. The charge of a 
biſhop ſhould be dreaded even by angels ()): 
Pray then for us, moſt dearly beloved brethren, 
| | | precepts we 
may“ feed the flock of God, taking care thereof 
* willingly according to God; and be made a 
* pattern of the flock from the heart (z)”. Be- 
ſeech the prince of paſtors Jeſus Chriſt that all 
biſhops may be enabled by him * to preach 
“„ the word, to be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of 
<« ſeaſon, to reprove, intreat, rebuke with all 
„ patience and doctrine; and to be vigilant, 
& to labour in all things, to do the work of 
« an Evangeliſt, to fulfil the miniſtry (a). 
There are many diſobedient, vain talkers, and 
&« ſeducers (5). It is our duty to caution you 
<« aparnſt the attempts of “ wolves not ſparing 
« the flock (c),“ by © embracing that faith- 
« ful word, which is according to doctrine: 


* 


(x) 1 Cor. ii. 1. 4 5 ) Onus quippe angelicis 
humeris formidandum. Concil. Trid. Sell vi. cap. 1. de 
Ref. (s) 1 Pet. v. 3. 4. | (a) it. Tim. iv. 
. (5) 1 Tir. 10. (c) Acts xx. 29. 


that 


it 


(S381 


that we may be able to exhort in found 
doctrine, and to convince the gainſayers (d)“. 


Grace to you, moſt dearly beloved brethren 
and peace from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt (e); and the communication 
of the Holy Ghoſt be with you all (J). 


Dublin, 18th Feb. 1793. 


F Jonn Tronas TROY. 


f P. S. To prevent any ill-natured remarks on 


the frequent mention of Iriſh Roman Catholic 
Biſhops in the above paſtoral inſtruction, I think 
it expedient to declare my diſavowal of any in- 


tention to aſſume or ſanction the aflumption 
of any titles or appellations prohibited by law. 
The Roman Catholic biſhops of Ireland are not 


barons ; and of courſe are no more than mere 
titular lords ; but no ſpiritual or temporal peer 
of the realm will controvert that they are real 
biſhops. No more is intended by ſigning them- 


ſelves Roman Catholic Biſhops —They do not aſ- 
ſume the title of /ord. The Catholics of theſe 


kingdoms are denominated papi/ts, and their re- 


ligion is ſtyled papiſtical, idolatrous, and ſuperſti- 
tious in the ſtatutes. The Catholics never ac- 


quieſced in any of theſe qualifications and epithets, 
as deſcriptive of their diſcriminating religious 


tenets ; nor have they ever preſented any petitian 


(% 1 Tit. ix. rn Ger 5 2, | Y Ibid. 


xili. 13. 
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to the Britiſh or lriſh parliament, except under 
their heredit: ary appellation of Catholics or Roman 
Car bolicr, Which are perfectly ſytionymous ( FF). 

On the ſame grounds no Roman Catholic Prelate 
ſtyles himfelf Titular Biſhop as it would obviouſly 
imply a difavowal or doubt of the reality of his 
eonfecration ; which is univerfally admitted by 
all Chriſtians, who „ x divine 1 
chy in the Church. 


In the correſpondenge with the ſacred congrega- 
tion which I have publiſhed (g), Lord/hips are men- 
tioned. It may poſſibly be judged neceſſary that 
I ſhould ſay ſomething by 7 of apology for that, 
2nd ſimilar expreſſions : late moſt excellent 

ere DOI Fames pow of Caſbel has fur. 
niſhieed me one, which, I flatter nel will 
14 fufficient to every candid Proteſtant on the 
preſent occaſion: I ſhall tranferibe it in his own 
words. The public will not, T truſt, be rigorous 
jn judging t em, (expreffions) when it is conſl- 
* dered that thoſe Xe Votre (of the S. Congregation) 
* were not then written with the moſt diſtant idea 
of ever being thus dragged before the World. To 
4 ſpeak in any other language, than 1 have 
* uſed, under the circumſtances of the times, in 
< which they were written, would be, in ſome 
<- Inſtances unintelli * and in others, per- 
bot l unwarrantab To qualify the terms 


(f);Some., Engliſh Roman Catholics fyling themſelyes 
Prot, ing Catholic. diſſenters preferred a petition and bill to. the 
parliament in the year 1791. This novel appella- 

tion was ſtrongly reprobated by their Catholic brethren in 
- theſe kingdoms, __ elſewhere : It ap - hh abſurd to that 

enlightened parliament, and was reje 


G) See Page 42 &ſeq. of the he paſtoral 2 
4 8 


( 111 ) 


« of them now, would be diſingenuous and un- 
„ juſt : So that I have preferred, on the whole, 
<& the leaving of them, with all their characters, 
<* to appear in the World, to the entirely ſup- 
“ prefling of them, or, but partially applying 
„ them ().“ 


Dublin 26th. Feb. 1793. 


F Jonhx THomas TRor. 


(4) See Doctor Butler's juſtification &c. P. 6 and 2. 
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THE 
T-Þ$ TA MENT 


OF HIS MOST CHRISTIAN MAJESTY 


LOUIS THE SIXTEENTH, 


WHO WAS BEHEADED AT PARIS ON MONDAY THE 21 OP 
| JANUARY, 1793, 


WRITTEN BY HIMSELF, 


£ FN the name of the moſt Holy Trinity, the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 

this day, the 21ſt of December, 1792, I, Louis 
THE SIXTEENTH OF THE NAME, KING OF 
FRANCE, having been for more than four months 
impriſoned, with my family, in the Tower of the 
Temple at Paris, by thoſe who were my ſubjeQts, 
and deprived of all communication whatſoever, 
ever ſince the 11th Inſtant, with my own Family; 
moreoyer, being implicated in a trial of which it 
is impoſſible tq foreſee the iſſue, on account of 
the paſhons of men, and for which no pretext or 
means can be found in any exiſtent law; having 
only 


| 
| 
1 
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only Gop for the witneſs of my thoughts, and 
to whom I can addreſs. myſelf, I here declare, 
in his preſence, My LAST WILL AND SENTI- 
MENTS : | 


3 | 


LEAVE my foul to Gor, my Creator; 1 
pray him to receive it in mercy, and not to judge 
it according to its deſerts, but according to thoſe 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who offered him- 
felf 4 ſacrifice to God his Father, for us men, 
however unworthy : and for me the off un- 
worthy. I die in the union of our mother, the 
Catholic, Apoſtolic and Roman Church, who 
holds her powers by an uninterrupted ſucceſſio 

trom Saint Peter, to whom Jefus Chriſt niruſted 
them. I firmly believe and acknowledge every 
thing contained in the commandments of God 
and the Church, the ſacraments and myſteries, ſuch 
as the Church teaches, and hath always taught 
them; I have never pretended to make myſelt a 
judge of the different modes of explaining the 
Dogmas which divide the Church of Jeſus Chriſt, 
but I have conformed, and will always conform, 
xf God grant me life, to the deciſions which the 
higher Eccleſiaſticks of the Holy Catholic Church 
give, and ſhall give, conformably to the diſcipline 
of the Church followed fince Jeſus Chriſt. I 
lament, with all my heart, our brethren who 
may be in error, but I pretend not to judge them, 
and I love them no leſs in Jeſus Chriſt according 


to what Chriſtian Charity teaches us. I pray God 


to pardon me all my fins; I have endeavoured to 


_ know them ſcrupulouſty, to deteſt them, and to 


humble myſelf in his preſence. Not being able 
to avail my felf of the miniſtry of a Catholic Prieſt, 
I pray. God to receive the confeſſion which I have 
made, and above all my profound repentance for 
Raving put my name (though it was againſt my 

Will} 


4PPEMN DI I. 


will) to acts which may be conttary to the diſcip- 
line and belief of the Catholic Church, to which 
I have always remained fincerely united in heart. 
I pray God to accept of my firm reſolution, it he 
grant me lite, to make uſe as ſoon as I can of the 
miniſtry of a Catholic Prieſt, to confeſs myſelf of 
all my fins, and to receive the Sacrament of 
Penance. I requeſt all thoſe whom I have offended 
through inadvertence, for I do not recollect hav- 
ing knowingly offended any one, or thoſe to 
whom I have given bad example or ſcandal, to 
forgive me the evil which they think I have done 
them. 


„ ENTREAT all charitable perſons to join 


their prayers with mine to obtain of God the 
pardon of my ſins. 


« ] FoRGIVE, with all my heart, thoſe who 
have made themſelves my enemies without my 
having given them any cauſe; and I pray God to 
forgive them, as well. as thoſe who, through a 
falſe or miſtaken zeal, have done me much evil. 


© T RECOMMEND to God my wife, my children, 
my ſiſter, my aunts, my brothers, and all thoſe 
who are attached to me by the ties of blood; or 
in any other manner whatſoever. F pray Go 
particularly to look with the eyes of mercy on my 
wife, my children, and my ſiſter, who have long 
been the partners of my ſufferings; to ſuſtain 
them by his grace, if they ſhould loſe me; and as 
long as they ſhall remain in this periſhable world. 
I recommend my children to my wife; I have 
never doubted her maternal tenderneſs for them. 
I recommend to her, above all, to make them 
good chriſtians, and honeſt members of ſociety; 
, | _ ta 
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to make them conſider the grandeurs of the world, 
if they are condemned to prove them, but as 
things dangerous and periſhable, and to turn their 


views towards the only and ſolid glory of eternity. 


I requeſt my fiſter to continue her tenderneſs to 
my children, and to be a mother to them, it they 


ſhould have the misfortuneto loſe their own. 


© I kNTREAT my wife to forgive me all the 
evils which ſhe ſuffers on my account, and the un- 
eaſineſs which I may have cauſed her in the courſe 


ot our union; as ſhe may be aſſured, that I remem- 


ber nothing againſt her, if ſhe thinks ſhe has 
any thing to reproach herſclt with. 


* I EARNESTLY recommend to my children, 
next to their duty to God, which they ought to 
prefer to every thing, to maintain mutual union, 
tubmiflion and obedience to their mother, and 
gratitude for all the cares which ſhe endures for 
them, and in memory of me. 


« I ENTREAT them to conſider my ſiſter as a 
ſecond mother. I recommend to my ſon, if he 
ſhould have the misfortune to become king, to 
think that he owes himſelf entirely to the good of 
his fellow- citizens; and that he ought to forget 
all hatred and all reſentment, and eſpecially what 
relates to the misfortunes and uneaſineſs which 1 
experience ; that he cannot promote the good of 
the people but by reigning according to \ laws; 


but at the ſame time, that a king cannot make 
the laws reſpected, and do the good he wiſhes, 
dut in proportion as he has the neceſſary authority; 
and that, without this, being fettered in his 
operations, and inſpiring no reſpect, he is more 
injurious than uſeful. I recommend to my . 

. | take 


hee 


Aake care of all the perſons who were attached to 
me, as far as his circumſtances ſhall give him the 
means; to think that this is a ſacred debt which 
I have contracted to the children or relations of 
thoſe who have died for me, and next, to thoſe 
who are unfortunate on my account. I know 
that there are many perſons of thoſe who were 
attached to me, who have not conducted them- 
ſelves towards me as they ought, and who have 
even ſhewn me ingratitude : but I forgive them 
(often in the moment of trouble and efferveſcence, 
a man is not maſter of himſelf); and I entreat 
my ſon, if he ſhould have the opportunity, to 
remember only their misfortunes. I could with 
to be able to teſtify my gratitude to thoſe who 
have diſplayed a true and diſintereſted attachment 
to me. On the one hand, if I was ſenſibly af- 
ſected by the ingratitude and difloyalty of perfons 
to whom I had never ſhewn any thing but favours, 
to them, their relations, or friends : on the other, 
I have had the conſolation of ſeeing the gratuitous 
attachment and intereſt which many perſons have 
ſhewn to me. I entreat them to accept of my 
thanks; in the ſituation in which things {till are, 

ſhould be afraid of bringing them into danger, 
it I were to ſpeak more explicitly; but I recom- 


mend particularly to my ſon to ſeek all occaſions 
of diſcovering them. 


«© TI SHOULD nevertheleſs think that I calumni- 
ated the ſentiments of the Nation, did I not 
openly recommend to my ſon, M. M. de Chamilly 
and Hu, whom their true attachment to me in- 
duced to ſhut themſelves up with me in this mourn- 
ful refidence, and who were near being the 
unhappy victims of what they did. I alfo recom- 
mend to him Cleri, with whoſe attention J had 


every 
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every reaſon to be ſatisfied ſince he has been with 
me. As it is he who has remained with me to 
the laſt, I requeſt M. M. of the commune, to de- 
liver to him my clothes, my books, and my watch, 
my purſe, and the little effects which have deen 
„ at the council of the commons. 


« T Aso moſt willingly forgive them who 
arded me the ill-treatment and ſeverity =__ 
they thought it their duty to make me ſuffer, 
have found ſome feeling and compaſſionate * 
may they enjoy the tranquillity of heart which 
ought to ſpring from their manner of thinking! 


I BNTREAT M. M. de Maleſherbes, Tronchet 
and Deſeze, to receive here my thanks; ; and the 
expreſſion of my ſenſibility, for all the care and 
all the pains which they took for me. | 


*I CONCLUDE by declaring, before God, and 
ready to appear before him, that I reproach my- 
felf with none of the crimes my” are alledged 
_—— me. 


N Done in eee at the T, _ of the 7 emple, 
po rag 2 25, en 


(Siox kp) LOUIS.“ 
CA Tau Cory.) 
©, RAUDRAIS, Municipal Officer. 


—_ 


＋- 


but think it neceſſary to obferve, that a moſt live- 


0 


NUMBER II. 


Dullin, January 25, 1793. 
Dear Chriſtians, 


IT has been our conſtant practice, 
as it is our indiſpenſable duty, to exhort you to 
manifeſt on all occaſions, that unſhaken loyalty 
to his majeſty, and obedience to the laws, which 
the principles of our holy religion inſpire and 
command. Ihis loyalty and obedience have ever 
peculiarly aiſtinguithed the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland. We do not conceive a doubt of their 
being actuated at preſent by the ſame ſentiments; 


ly gratitude to our beloved ſovereign ſhould ren- 
der their loyalty and love of order, if poſſible, 
more conſpicuous. —Qur gracious king, the com- 
mon father of all his people, has, with peculiar 
energy, recommended his faithful Roman Catho- 
lic ſubjects of this kingdom to the wiſdom and 
liberality of our enlightened parliament. How 
can we, dear chriſtians, expreſs our heartfelt ac- 
knowledgments for this ſignal and unprecedented 
inſtance of royal benevolence and condeſcenſiag! 
Words are inſufficient ; but your conting 
loyal and peaceable conduQ will more cual 
proclaim them, and in a manner equally, ara 
more ſatisfactory and pleaſing to his majeſty 
parliament.— Avoid then, we conjure you FaK Gr 


N 1 


eſt brethren, every appearance of riot; attend to 
your induſtrious purſuits for the ſupport and 
comfort of your families; fly from idle affem- 
blies; abſtain from the intemperate uſe of ſpiritu- 
ous and intoxicating liquors; practiſe the duties 
of our holy religion : This conduct ſo pleaſing to 
Heaven, will alſo prove the moſt powerful recom- 
mendation of your preſent claims to our amiable 
fovereign, to both houſes of parliament, to the 
magiſtrates, and to all our well-meaning fellow 
fubjects of every deſcription.— None but the evil- 
minded can rejoice at your being concerned in any 
diſturbance. 


We cannot but declare out utmoſt and conſci- 
entious deteſtation and abhorrence of the enor- 
mities lately committed, by ſeditious and miſ- 
guided wretches of every religious denomination, 
in ſome counties of this kingdom; they are ene- 
mies to God and man, the outcaſts of ſociety, and 
a diſgrace to chriſtianity: We conſider the Ro- 
man Catholies amongſt them unworthy of the 
appellation; whether acting from themſelves, or 
teduced to outrage by arts of deſigning enemies 
to us, and to national proſperity, intimately con- 
nected with our emancipation. Offer your pray- 
ers, deareſt brethren, to the Father of mercy, 
that he may inſpire theſe deluded people with ſen- 
timents becoming chriſtians and good ſubjects ; 
fupplicate the Almighty Ruler and diſpoſer of em- 
Pires, | By me kings reign, aud lawgivers decree juſt 
thing s. Prov. viti. 15. ] to direct his majeſty's coun- 
ms, 0 forward his benevolent intentions to unite 
SE Ir ſubjects in bonds of common intereſt, 


5 * common . for the preſervation of 


and good order, and for every purpoſe tend- 


l * - and ſecure national proſperity. 
= Beſeech 


2 r NC 
Beſeech the Throne of Mercy alſo, to aſſiſt both 


| houſes of parliament in their important delibera- 


tions; that they may be diſtinguiſhed by conſum- 
mate wiſdom and liberality, for the advantage of 
the kingdom, and the relief and — of his 
majeſty's ſubjects. 


Under the pleaſing expeQation of your cheer- 
ful compliance with theſe our earneſt ſolicitations, 
we moſt ſincerely wiſh you every blefling in this 
life, and everlaſting happineſs of the next; through 
our Lord Jefus Chriſt, Amen. 


John Thomas Troy, D. D. Cc. Richard Oo Rielh, D. D. Cc. 
Dominick Belle, D. D. Cc. Thomas Bray, D. D. c. 
Join Cruiſe, D. D. Ac. 
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